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This ebook delves into the compelling history of the 100th Infantry Division, a largely overlooked yet vital
component of the United States Army during World War II. Known as the "Century Division," this unit
participated in some of the war's most significant battles, facing fierce resistance and making substantial
contributions to the Allied victory in Europe. The book explores the division's formation, training, combat
experiences, casualties, and lasting legacy, providing a detailed account of its soldiers' courage, resilience,
and sacrifices. It offers a fresh perspective on the often-unsung heroes of the war, highlighting their individual
stories and the collective impact of their service. This is not just a military history; it's a human story of
courage, camaraderie, and the enduring spirit of the American fighting man. Readers will gain a deeper
understanding of the realities of combat in WWII, the challenges faced by the 100th Infantry Division, and the
significant role they played in securing Allied victory.
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Introduction: Formation and Training of the 100th Infantry Division

The Birth of the Century Division

The 100th Infantry Division, nicknamed the "Century Division," was officially activated on 15 July 1942 at
Camp Shelby, Mississippi. Unlike many divisions formed from National Guard units, the 100th was a "square"
division, meaning it was formed entirely from draftees and volunteers from across the United States. This
diverse background contributed to its unique character and resilience. The initial training focused on the basics
of infantry warfare – marksmanship, drill, and squad tactics. As the war progressed, the training evolved to
include more specialized skills, such as combat engineering, reconnaissance, and anti-tank warfare. The emphasis
on thorough training proved crucial to the division's success in the intense battles it would face in Europe.

The initial months were a period of intense physical and mental preparation. Recruits, many of whom had never
held a rifle, underwent rigorous drills and maneuvers, learning to operate as a cohesive fighting force. The



training regime instilled discipline, teamwork, and the fundamental skills necessary for survival in combat. This
foundational period shaped the identity of the 100th and laid the groundwork for their future achievements.

Chapter 1: Deployment to Europe and the Rhineland Campaign

Across the Atlantic: Entering the European Theater

After extensive training, the 100th Infantry Division embarked for Europe in late 1944. Arriving in France, they
joined the Allied forces pushing eastward across the European continent. Their initial deployment placed them in
the Rhineland campaign, a series of fierce battles aimed at breaking through the German defenses along the Rhine
River. The Rhineland was a heavily fortified area, and the fighting was brutal. The 100th faced determined
German resistance, engaging in trench warfare, urban combat, and sustained assaults on fortified positions.

The soldiers of the 100th displayed incredible courage and determination in the face of heavy enemy fire. They
overcame numerous obstacles, adapting their tactics to the challenging terrain and enemy defenses. Their
actions contributed significantly to the Allied advance through this crucial region, paving the way for
further offensives deeper into Germany.

Chapter 2: The Battle of the Bulge: The 100th's Crucial Role

Holding the Line: The Battle of the Bulge

The Battle of the Bulge, launched by the Germans in December 1944, was a desperate gamble to split the Allied
lines and recapture lost territory. The 100th Infantry Division found itself thrust into the heart of the
fighting. Facing overwhelming German forces, the division held its ground, preventing a breakthrough that could
have had devastating consequences for the Allied advance. The battle highlighted the division's grit and
fighting spirit, proving their ability to withstand immense pressure and repel determined enemy attacks.

The 100th's contribution during the Battle of the Bulge was crucial in stemming the German offensive. Their
resilience and determination played a vital role in preventing a catastrophic collapse of Allied lines, and their
actions are considered a significant factor in the eventual Allied victory in the battle.

Chapter 3: The Central European Offensive and the Final Push into Germany

The Final Advance: Liberating Europe

Following the Battle of the Bulge, the 100th participated in the broader Allied offensive across Central
Europe. They continued to advance steadily, engaging in fierce fighting as they moved closer to the German
heartland. The division played a key role in the liberation of several towns and villages, bringing freedom to
civilians caught in the crossfire. As the war approached its end, the 100th experienced a mixture of intense
combat and the gradual realization that victory was within reach.

The soldiers of the 100th faced many challenges in this final phase, including treacherous terrain, persistent
enemy resistance, and the psychological strain of prolonged warfare. Yet, their resolve remained unbroken, and
their contributions continued to be significant as they closed in on the final defeat of the German forces.



Chapter 4: Casualties, Losses, and the Human Cost of War

The Price of Freedom: Losses and Sacrifice

The 100th Infantry Division suffered significant casualties throughout its time in combat. The relentless
fighting, the harsh conditions, and the sheer brutality of war took a heavy toll on the men of the division. This
chapter explores the human cost of war, highlighting the individual stories of those who were lost, wounded,
or forever changed by their experiences. It's a crucial section to underscore the reality of war and the
sacrifices made by ordinary men and women who served their country.

The detailed account of casualties aims to honor those who fought and those who didn't return, ensuring
their contributions are not forgotten. It serves as a powerful reminder of the immense sacrifice involved in
securing victory and maintaining peace.

Chapter 5: Legacy and Remembrance: The Enduring Impact of the 100th

A Legacy of Courage: Remembering the Century Division

The legacy of the 100th Infantry Division extends far beyond its wartime achievements. This chapter explores
the enduring impact of the division's service on the individuals who served, their families, and the nation as a
whole. It examines how the experiences of the 100th shaped the postwar world and the ways in which their
sacrifice is remembered and honored today. The chapter will cover monuments, memorials, reunions, and
continuing efforts to keep the memory of the 100th alive.

This is a tribute to the enduring spirit of the men of the 100th Infantry Division, emphasizing their contribution
to the Allied victory and their continued relevance in modern society.

Conclusion: Reflections on the Century Division's Contribution to Victory

The Century's Contribution: A Lasting Impact

The 100th Infantry Division's contribution to the Allied victory in World War II was substantial, yet often
overshadowed by more widely publicized units. This ebook aims to rectify that, offering a detailed and
comprehensive account of their service and sacrifice. From their rigorous training to their pivotal role in major
battles like the Battle of the Bulge, the 100th proved itself a formidable and resilient fighting force. Their
story stands as a testament to the courage, resilience, and unwavering dedication of the American soldier. The
legacy of the Century Division serves as a potent reminder of the high cost of freedom and the importance of
remembering the sacrifices made by those who fought for it.

---

FAQs:

What made the 100th Infantry Division unique? It was a "square division," formed entirely from draftees1.
and volunteers, not National Guard units.

What were some of the major battles the 100th fought in? The Rhineland Campaign, the Battle of the2.



Bulge, and the Central European Offensive.

How many casualties did the 100th Infantry Division suffer? Specific numbers are detailed in Chapter 4.3.

What was the nickname of the 100th Infantry Division? The Century Division.4.

Where was the 100th Infantry Division initially trained? Camp Shelby, Mississippi.5.

What was the significance of the 100th's role in the Battle of the Bulge? They played a crucial role in6.
preventing a German breakthrough.

What is the legacy of the 100th Infantry Division? Honoring the sacrifice and achievements of its7.
soldiers, inspiring future generations.

Are there any memorials dedicated to the 100th Infantry Division? Information on memorials is included in8.
Chapter 5.

Where can I find more information about the individual soldiers of the 100th? Further research can be9.
conducted through military archives and historical societies.

---

Related Articles:

The Battle of the Bulge: A Turning Point in WWII: Detailed account of the battle and the 100th's role.1.

The Rhineland Campaign: The Allied Advance into Germany: Focus on the 100th's contribution to this2.
crucial phase.

American Infantry Divisions in WWII: A Comparative Analysis: Compares the 100th with other units.3.

The Training and Deployment of US Infantry Divisions: Details the preparation and deployment of US4.
infantry divisions.

The Human Cost of WWII: Casualties and Losses: Broader look at WWII losses, including the 100th's.5.

Life in the US Army During WWII: Explores the day-to-day experiences of soldiers.6.

The Liberation of Europe: Allied Advances and the End of the War: Places the 100th's actions within a7.
larger context.

The Role of Infantry in Modern Warfare: Compares infantry roles across different periods.8.

War Memorials and their Significance: Explores the importance of war memorials and their symbolic9.
meaning.
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