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Book Concept: 1920 Canadian Large Cent

Book Title: The King's Penny: A History of the 1920 Canadian Large Cent and
the Stories It Holds

Concept: This book transcends a simple numismatic exploration. While
providing a comprehensive guide to the 1920 Canadian large cent—its history,
variations, grading, and value—it weaves a captivating narrative using the
coin as a lens through which to explore Canadian history, social change, and
the lives of ordinary people during a pivotal year. Each chapter will feature
stories linked to the coin, offering a multi-layered approach, appealing to
coin collectors, history buffs, and general readers alike.

Structure:

Part 1: The Coin Itself — Detailed examination of the coin's design, mintage
figures, metal composition, known varieties, and error coins.

Part 2: 1920: A Year in Review — A captivating journey through the events of
1920 in Canada: the post-war era, social and political shifts, economic
conditions, and the everyday lives of Canadians. This section will use
primary source materials and anecdotes to bring 1920 to life.

Part 3: The Stories Within — This core section explores the various "lives"
of the 1920 large cent through compelling narratives: a coin found in an
antique shop and its connection to a family's past, a coin used in a pivotal
moment in Canadian history, a coin lost and found again decades later, etc.
Each story will use the coin as a central artifact.

Part 4: Collecting and Investing — A practical guide to identifying, grading,
preserving, and valuing 1920 large cents, including tips for beginners and
experienced collectors.

Part 5: Epilogue — Reflects on the enduring legacy of the 1920 large cent and
its place within the broader context of Canadian numismatics and history.

Ebook Description:

Discover the untold stories hidden within a single coin! Are you fascinated
by history, intrigued by numismatics, or simply looking for a captivating
read? Do you struggle to understand the intricacies of coin collecting or
feel overwhelmed by the sheer amount of information available? Then The
King's Penny is for you! This book unveils the secrets of the iconic 1920
Canadian large cent, far beyond its face value. We'll delve into its
numismatic significance, explore the tumultuous year of its creation, and
unearth the captivating personal histories intertwined with this remarkable
coin.



This book will help you:

Understand the unique features and variations of the 1920 large cent.
Appreciate the historical context surrounding its creation and circulation.
Discover fascinating stories linked to the coin's journey through time.
Learn practical skills for collecting and investing in Canadian coins.
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Introduction: The Allure of the 1920 Large Cent

The 1920 Canadian large cent holds a unique place in numismatics. More than
just a piece of metal, it serves as a tangible link to a pivotal year in
Canadian history. This article will delve into its fascinating story,
examining its design, mintage, variations, and the historical context that
shaped its significance.

Chapter 1: The Coin's Anatomy: Design, Minting, and
Variations

The 1920 large cent, measuring 23.3 mm in diameter, is instantly recognizable
by its depiction of King George V on the obverse and a crowned maple leaf on
the reverse. This design, a continuation of the pattern established earlier,
reflected the imperial ties of the time. The coin was struck in 95% copper
and 5% tin and zinc, giving it a distinct reddish-brown hue.



Mintage figures for the 1920 large cent were significant, exceeding 22
million pieces. While the majority were struck to a consistent standard,
minor variations exist, making each coin unique to a degree. These
variations, often subtle, include differences in die characteristics, subtle
variations in the design, and even instances of mis-strikes or off-center
strikes. These rare anomalies can significantly increase a coin's value in
the collector's market. Careful examination, including magnification and
comparison with reference images, is crucial for identifying these
variations.

Chapter 2: Canada in 1920: A Nation in Transition

1920 marked a period of significant change in Canada. The First World War had
ended, leaving the nation grappling with the immense physical and emotional
scars of conflict. The return of soldiers, economic readjustment, and the
rising tide of social change shaped the national landscape. The roaring
twenties were just beginning, bringing with them new social trends,
technological advancements, and growing economic prosperity, alongside
anxieties about the long term future. This period of transition is reflected
in the daily lives of ordinary Canadians, their struggles, and triumphs,
providing a rich backdrop against which to understand the 1920 large cent's
existence.

Chapter 3: Stories of the 1920 Large Cent: From
Pocket to Portfolio

The true magic of the 1920 large cent lies not just in its numismatic
qualities but in the stories it embodies. Imagine a young boy in rural
Saskatchewan using a 1920 cent to buy candy, a farmer using it to settle a
debt at the local general store, or a soldier returning home from the war,
holding onto this simple coin as a reminder of the life he almost lost. These
are the narratives the coin carries. For numismatists, it offers a unique
opportunity to connect with a piece of the past.

This chapter delves into the anecdotal history of the 1920 large cent,
bringing to light the personal tales associated with it. These will be
sourced through both primary research (where available) and careful analysis
of collector stories and histories to build a richer and more compelling
narrative around this specific coin.

Chapter 4: Collecting, Grading, and Preservation

Collecting the 1920 large cent can be a rewarding hobby. However,
understanding the basics of coin collecting, grading, and preservation is
crucial. This section provides a comprehensive guide, empowering novice and
seasoned collectors alike. It covers aspects like coin grading scales (e.g.,
Sheldon scale), common coin imperfections, and appropriate storage methods to
protect your investment. Understanding the condition of a coin is vital for



determining its value.

Chapter 5: Investing in Canadian History: The Value
of the 1920 Large Cent

The value of a 1920 large cent varies greatly depending on its condition.
Circulated coins in good condition are relatively common, and their value
remains modest. However, coins in exceptional condition or those exhibiting
rare error varieties can fetch significantly higher prices in auction
settings. Understanding factors such as wear and tear, strike quality, and
the presence of any unique marks or errors are critical for assessing a
coin's worth. This section provides guidance for evaluating the monetary
worth and the sentimental value that adds further to its potential.

Epilogue: The Enduring Legacy of a Penny

The 1920 Canadian large cent stands as more than just a coin; it's a time
capsule, a tiny piece of Canada's past. Its enduring legacy resides in its
ability to connect us to a pivotal moment in Canadian history and to the
individual stories it has silently witnessed. The coin’s physical presence
speaks volumes about the era's socio-economic and political environment. By
studying the 1920 large cent, we gain not only a deeper understanding of
Canadian numismatics but also a richer appreciation for the human experience
across time.

FAQs:

1. What makes the 1920 Canadian large cent unique? Its mintage numbers, its
design reflecting the post-war era, and the potential for rare varieties
contribute to its uniqueness.

2. How can I determine the value of my 1920 large cent? Consult reputable
coin grading guides and resources, considering factors like condition
and any unique marks.

3. Where can I buy or sell 1920 large cents? Online marketplaces, coin
dealers, and auctions are viable options.

4. How should I store my 1920 large cent to preserve its condition? Use
protective cases or sleeves to prevent damage from handling and

environmental factors.

5. What are some common errors found on 1920 large cents? Off-center



strikes, brockages, and die cracks are examples of potential errors.

6. What is the significance of King George V's portrait on the coin? It
reflects Canada's position within the British Empire at the time.

7. Are there any significant historical events associated with this coin?
The coin's circulation coincided with major post-war adjustments and
social changes in Canada.

8. Is the 1920 large cent a good investment? Its value depends on its
condition and rarity, potentially increasing over time for high-grade
specimens.

9. Where can I find more information about Canadian coin collecting?

Numismatic societies, online forums, and specialized books are valuable
resources.

Related Articles:
1. Grading Canadian Coins: A Beginner's Guide: A comprehensive guide to
understanding coin grading scales and assessing coin condition.

2. Rare Canadian Coin Errors and Their Value: An exploration of different
types of coin errors and their impact on value.

3. The History of the Canadian Large Cent: A broader historical overview of
the entire Canadian large cent series.

4. Investing in Canadian Numismatics: Strategies and considerations for
building a Canadian coin collection as an investment.

5. Identifying Counterfeit Canadian Coins: Tips and techniques to identify
fake Canadian coins.

6. Preserving Your Canadian Coin Collection: Best practices for storage and
handling to protect coin condition.

7. Top 10 Rarest Canadian Coins: A list of the most sought-after and
valuable Canadian coins.

8. The Evolution of Canadian Coin Designs: An analysis of changes in
Canadian coin design over time.

9. Canadian Coin Collecting Resources: A curated list of reputable



resources for Canadian coin collectors.
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