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Introduction: Setting the Stage – The Landscape of College Football in 1959

The year 1959 marked a significant era in college football. The game was evolving, yet many traditions
remained firmly rooted. The pre-BCS era meant the national champion was often a matter of debate, with
different selectors offering varying opinions. This wasn't simply a matter of statistics; it involved assessing
team strength of schedule, comparing dominant performances, and considering subjective elements of style
and overall team quality. The absence of a unified ranking system fueled passionate discussions amongst
fans and experts alike. Attendance was booming, and college football held a position of cultural prominence,
captivating the nation. This chapter examines the infrastructure of college football in 1959 – the
conferences, the prominent coaches, the prevailing styles of play, and the lack of a formal national
championship system, setting the stage for the season's drama. We'll look at the dominant conferences,
analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of each, and introduce the key players and coaches who would
define the year.

Chapter 1: The Contenders – Profiling the Top Teams and Their Key Players

This chapter delves into the teams vying for national championship contention in 1959. It would profile
teams like the LSU Tigers (whose undefeated season was a leading contender), the Syracuse Orangemen
(known for their powerful offense), the Iowa Hawkeyes (with their strong running game), and others
who made significant impacts. For each team, we’ll provide:

Team Overview: A look at their overall performance, strengths, weaknesses, and coaching style.
Key Players: Detailed profiles of star players, highlighting their contributions to the team’s success. This
would include statistics, anecdotes from games, and impact on the team's morale and performance.
Game Analyses: Breakdown of key games showcasing their strengths and weaknesses against other top-tier
opponents. This will move beyond simple scores, delving into tactical decisions and player performances
that shaped the outcomes.
Team Dynamics and Chemistry: An exploration into the team’s internal dynamics, player relationships, and
the overall team spirit that contributed to their success (or lack thereof).

Chapter 2: Rivalries and Showdowns – Examining Pivotal Games and Their Impact

1959 was filled with electrifying matchups that shaped the season's narrative. This chapter examines
several key games, analyzing not only the game's results but also their broader implications on the national
championship race. We will delve into the strategic decisions made by coaches, the pivotal plays that
determined victory or defeat, and the impact of these games on the teams’ morale and ranking within the
various polls. We'll use game footage, box scores, and contemporary press accounts to offer a dynamic
narrative of these crucial encounters. The analysis will extend beyond on-field action to include the



atmosphere of the games, the impact on the communities involved, and the lasting legacy of these
memorable showdowns.

Chapter 3: The Coaches – Exploring the Coaching Strategies and Personalities that Shaped the Season

This chapter focuses on the coaches who orchestrated the strategies and shaped the destinies of the top
teams in 1959. We will profile the prominent coaches of the era, looking at their coaching philosophies,
innovative strategies (if any), and their impact on the players and teams. This will include:

Coaching Styles: Examining the unique approaches and tactical choices made by each coach.
Player Management: Analyzing the way coaches motivated their players, handled team dynamics, and
adapted their strategies based on opponents.
Impact on the Game: Assessing the lasting influence these coaches had on the game of football and the
legacy they left behind.

Chapter 4: The Controversy – Delving into the Debates and Controversies Surrounding the National
Championship Selection

The lack of a unified selection process in 1959 led to considerable debate about who truly deserved the
national championship title. This chapter explores the different polls and selectors, their methodologies, and
the inconsistencies that arose, leading to different teams being declared champions. It'll delve into the
arguments for and against each leading contender, analyzing the criteria used and the subjective nature of
the decision-making process. The chapter will examine the impact of this lack of a unified system on the
teams involved and the legacy of the 1959 season.

Chapter 5: Beyond the Field – Exploring the Social and Cultural Context of the 1959 Season

This chapter will extend beyond the purely sporting aspects of the 1959 season, placing it within its
broader social and cultural context. We will explore issues of racial integration in college football, the role of
media in shaping public perception, the economic impact of the sport, and its reflection of the prevailing
social values of the era. This will enrich the reader's understanding of the historical significance of the 1959
season.

Conclusion: Legacy and Lasting Impact – Assessing the Enduring Significance of the 1959 Season

This concluding chapter synthesizes the key themes and findings from the previous chapters, offering a
comprehensive assessment of the lasting impact of the 1959 football season. It will explore the enduring
legacy of the players, coaches, and teams involved, analyzing their subsequent careers and contributions to
the sport. It will reflect on how the 1959 season foreshadowed future trends and developments in college



football and the ongoing debates surrounding national championship selection.

---

FAQs:

Who was considered the best player in the 1959 season? This will be discussed throughout the book,1.
with various candidates and justifications.

How did the different polling systems differ in their rankings? The book will detail the disparities2.
and their reasons.

What were the key rule changes or innovations in college football during 1959? This will be3.
addressed in the introduction.

How did the media coverage of the 1959 season compare to today’s media coverage? The contrast4.
will be highlighted in Chapter 5.

What was the overall economic impact of college football in 1959? Chapter 5 will discuss this.5.

Were there any significant injuries that impacted the outcome of the season? Specific instances will6.
be noted within the relevant chapters.

How did the social climate of 1959 affect the college football landscape? Chapter 5 delves deeply into7.
this.

What are some lesser-known stories or anecdotes from the 1959 season? These will be woven8.
throughout the book.

What are the lasting legacies of the coaches and players from 1959? The conclusion covers this9.
extensively.

---

Related Articles:

The LSU Tigers' Undefeated Season of 1959: An in-depth look at LSU's dominant year.1.



Syracuse's High-Powered Offense in 1959: Focusing on the Orangemen's offensive prowess.2.

The Coaching Strategies of Paul Dietzel (LSU): A deep dive into Dietzel’s innovative approach.3.

The Impact of Television on College Football in 1959: Exploring the growing role of television.4.

The National Championship Debate of 1959: A Retrospective: Analyzing the various claims to the5.
title.

Key Games of the 1959 Season: Game-by-Game Analysis: A comprehensive breakdown of significant6.
matches.

The Social and Political Climate of College Football in 1959: A detailed look at the social context.7.

The Evolution of College Football Rules from 1958 to 1960: Contextualizing the rules within the era.8.

The Economic Impact of College Football on Universities in 1959: Exploring the financial side of the9.
sport.

Additional Resources
What Happened In 1959 - Historical Events 1959 - EventsHistory
What happened in the year 1959 in history? Famous historical events that shook and changed the world.
Discover events in 1959.

1959 Fun Facts, Trivia and History - Pop Culture Madness
A 1959 earthquake in Montana caused an 80 million ton landslide that created Quake Lake by blocking the
Madison River in the Gallatin National Forest. 28 people were killed.

1959 Archives | HISTORY
Discover what happened in this year with HISTORY’s summaries of major events, anniversaries, famous
births and notable deaths. On January 1, 1959, facing a popular revolution …

1959: The Year That Changed Everything - CBS News
Jan 3, 2010 · Now, consider the year 1959. Could that really be a year that changed everything? The last
year of the fifties, a decade whose image is all but etched in stone: men in grey …

The Hangman (1959) - IMDb
Robert Taylor come across as a real dick to Tina Louise and is way too old for her. But she won't identify
ex-boyfriend Johnny who's run a straight and productive life since being an unknowing …



The 1959 HITS ARCHIVE - Alphabetically by Song Title (MusicProf)
Arranged in song-title order, this is one of the45prof’s three* differently-structured playlists of 1959 popular
music, as reflected in record sales, jukebox...

25 greatest films of 1959 - IMDb
List your movie, TV & celebrity picks. 1. The 400 Blows. A young boy, left without attention, delves into a
life of petty crime. 2. Some Like It Hot. 3. North by Northwest.

1959: what happened that year? | TakeMeBack.to
Discover what 1959 was famous for, Key World Leaders of 1959, 1959 Time’s Person of the Year, the #1
song, movie and book in 1959, how old is someone born in 1959 and what Chinese …

World History Timeline, 1959
Jan 13, 2025 · Jan 3 Alaska becomes the 49th US state. Jan 8 Fidel Castro flows into Havana greeted by
jubilant crowds. The Eisenhower administration recognizes Castro's new …

1959 United States elections - Wikipedia
Hawaii statehood referendum, held as part of the Hawaii Admission Act of 1959 for Hawaii on June 27,
1959 which was approved by voters. Later on August 21, 1959 President Eisenhower …

What Happened In 1959 - Historical Events 1959 - EventsHistory
What happened in the year 1959 in history? Famous historical events that shook and changed the world.
Discover events in 1959.

1959 Fun Facts, Trivia and History - Pop Culture Madness
A 1959 earthquake in Montana caused an 80 million ton landslide that created Quake Lake by blocking the
Madison River in the Gallatin National Forest. 28 people were killed.

1959 Archives | HISTORY
Discover what happened in this year with HISTORY’s summaries of major events, anniversaries, famous
births and notable deaths. On January 1, 1959, facing a popular revolution spearheaded …

1959: The Year That Changed Everything - CBS News
Jan 3, 2010 · Now, consider the year 1959. Could that really be a year that changed everything? The last
year of the fifties, a decade whose image is all but etched in stone: men in grey flannel …

The Hangman (1959) - IMDb
Robert Taylor come across as a real dick to Tina Louise and is way too old for her. But she won't identify
ex-boyfriend Johnny who's run a straight and productive life since being an unknowing …

The 1959 HITS ARCHIVE - Alphabetically by Song Title (MusicProf)
Arranged in song-title order, this is one of the45prof’s three* differently-structured playlists of 1959 popular
music, as reflected in record sales, jukebox...



25 greatest films of 1959 - IMDb
List your movie, TV & celebrity picks. 1. The 400 Blows. A young boy, left without attention, delves into a
life of petty crime. 2. Some Like It Hot. 3. North by Northwest.

1959: what happened that year? | TakeMeBack.to
Discover what 1959 was famous for, Key World Leaders of 1959, 1959 Time’s Person of the Year, the #1
song, movie and book in 1959, how old is someone born in 1959 and what Chinese zodiac …

World History Timeline, 1959
Jan 13, 2025 · Jan 3 Alaska becomes the 49th US state. Jan 8 Fidel Castro flows into Havana greeted by
jubilant crowds. The Eisenhower administration recognizes Castro's new government. …

1959 United States elections - Wikipedia
Hawaii statehood referendum, held as part of the Hawaii Admission Act of 1959 for Hawaii on June 27,
1959 which was approved by voters. Later on August 21, 1959 President Eisenhower signed a …
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