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Ebook Title: 1959 Ford Custom 300

Description of Topic, Significance, and Relevance:

The 1959 Ford Custom 300 represents a pivotal moment in automotive history
and American cultural identity. This model year marked a significant shift in
Ford's styling, moving away from the conservative designs of previous years
and embracing a more flamboyant, futuristic aesthetic. The Custom 300,
positioned as a step up from the base models, offered a blend of style,
performance, and affordability that captivated a generation. Its significance
lies in its contribution to the burgeoning car culture of the late 1950s,
influencing design trends and becoming a symbol of post-war optimism and
prosperity. Its relevance today stems from its enduring appeal to collectors,
enthusiasts, and anyone interested in automotive history, design, and the
cultural impact of the automobile. The book explores the car's design,
engineering, production, cultural impact, and its enduring legacy in the
collector car market. It appeals to a broad audience, including automotive
historians, classic car enthusiasts, collectors, and anyone interested in
American cultural history of the 1950s.

Ebook Name: Cruising the Fifties: The 1959 Ford Custom 300

Ebook Outline:

Introduction: The allure of the 1959 Ford Custom 300 – its place in
automotive history and culture.
Chapter 1: Design and Styling: A deep dive into the unique design elements,
stylistic influences, and the evolution of the Custom 300's appearance.
Chapter 2: Engineering and Mechanics: Exploring the mechanical
specifications, engine options, chassis, and performance capabilities of the
1959 Ford Custom 300.
Chapter 3: Production and Sales: Details about the manufacturing process,
sales figures, and market positioning of the Custom 300 compared to its
contemporaries.
Chapter 4: Cultural Impact and Legacy: The car's role in popular culture, its
representation in media, and its enduring influence on automotive design.
Chapter 5: Collecting and Restoring a 1959 Ford Custom 300: Practical advice
and insights for enthusiasts interested in acquiring, maintaining, and
restoring this classic car.
Conclusion: Reflecting on the enduring appeal of the 1959 Ford Custom 300 and
its continued significance in the automotive world.

Cruising the Fifties: The 1959 Ford Custom 300
- A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction: The Allure of the 1959 Ford Custom 300

The year is 1959. Rock and roll is king, the space race is heating up, and



American car culture is in full swing. Amidst this exciting backdrop, the
Ford Motor Company unleashed a design masterpiece: the 1959 Ford Custom 300.
This isn't just another car; it's a symbol of an era, a testament to post-war
optimism, and a captivating blend of style and performance that continues to
fascinate automotive enthusiasts today. This book delves deep into the heart
of this iconic vehicle, exploring its design, engineering, cultural impact,
and its enduring legacy in the world of classic cars. We'll uncover the
stories behind its creation, the technological innovations it incorporated,
and its lasting influence on automotive design. Whether you're a seasoned
collector, a car enthusiast, or simply someone intrigued by the golden age of
American automobiles, prepare for a journey back in time to experience the
magic of the 1959 Ford Custom 300.

Chapter 1: Design and Styling: A Symphony of Chrome
and Curves

The 1959 Ford Custom 300’s styling is instantly recognizable. Its design
marked a dramatic departure from the more conservative aesthetics of previous
years. Ford's design team, led by the legendary George Walker, embraced a
futuristic vision, incorporating elements that were both bold and elegant.
The low, sweeping lines, accentuated by copious amounts of chrome, created a
sense of motion even when stationary. The prominent tailfins, a hallmark of
late 1950s design, added to its dramatic profile. Key design elements
included the distinctive wraparound windshield, the wide, chrome-laden
grille, and the sculpted hood and fenders. These features, combined with the
available two-tone paint schemes, resulted in a car that was both eye-
catching and undeniably stylish. The influence of the Edsel, while ultimately
a commercial failure, can be seen in some styling cues, showing the
experimental nature of Ford's design approach during this period. The Custom
300’s design was more refined than its Fairlane sibling, embodying a more
sophisticated and upscale feel, reflecting its position in Ford's lineup.

Chapter 2: Engineering and Mechanics: Under the Hood
and Beneath the Skin

Beyond its stunning exterior, the 1959 Ford Custom 300 boasted impressive
mechanicals. A range of powerful V8 engines were available, offering drivers
a choice of performance levels. The base engine was a 292 cubic inch Y-block
V8, delivering ample power for everyday driving. However, for those seeking
more thrilling performance, there were options such as the 352 cubic inch
version, offering a significant boost in horsepower and torque. These engines
were coupled with either a three-speed manual transmission or Ford's
innovative new Cruise-O-Matic automatic transmission, enhancing both driving
experience and convenience. The chassis was robust and well-engineered,
providing a comfortable and controlled ride, despite the car's considerable
size. Suspension improvements over previous models contributed to improved
handling and a more refined driving experience. The available power steering
and power brakes added to the ease and comfort of operation, further
enhancing the overall driving experience of this iconic model. The braking
system, while effective for its time, should be assessed carefully for modern
standards, and improvements may be warranted upon acquisition.

Chapter 3: Production and Sales: A Commercial Success



Story

The 1959 Ford Custom 300 was a resounding commercial success, exceeding
expectations and contributing significantly to Ford's overall sales figures
for that year. Produced at Ford's various assembly plants across the United
States, the car benefitted from improved manufacturing processes and
economies of scale that resulted in greater efficiency and quality control.
Precise sales figures can vary depending on the source, but the Custom 300
consistently ranked highly in sales among its contemporaries. Its popularity
was fueled by the compelling combination of stylish design, powerful engines,
and a relatively affordable price point. The marketing campaigns effectively
emphasized the car’s appeal to a broader audience, showcasing its versatility
and suitability for both family use and leisure activities. The success of
the Custom 300 cemented Ford's position as a leading automotive manufacturer
and significantly contributed to the company’s overall profitability during a
period of rapid economic growth in the post-war United States.

Chapter 4: Cultural Impact and Legacy: A Lasting Icon

The 1959 Ford Custom 300 transcends its status as simply a car; it became a
cultural icon deeply embedded in the fabric of American society during the
late 1950s. Its presence in movies, television shows, and popular music of
the era solidified its place in the collective consciousness. The car
embodies the spirit of optimism and prosperity that characterized the post-
war period. Its sleek design and powerful engine resonated with the
aspirations of a generation that embraced progress and innovation. Images of
the Custom 300 cruising down sunny highways, evoke a sense of freedom and
excitement. Its influence can still be seen in contemporary automotive
design, with elements of its styling finding their way into modern vehicles.
Furthermore, the car's enduring popularity with collectors and enthusiasts
attests to its lasting legacy and continued relevance in today’s automotive
landscape. The 1959 Ford Custom 300 has become a valuable piece of American
automotive heritage, constantly reminding us of an era marked by remarkable
automotive design and optimism.

Chapter 5: Collecting and Restoring a 1959 Ford
Custom 300: A Labor of Love

For those captivated by the allure of the 1959 Ford Custom 300, the prospect
of owning and restoring one represents a unique and rewarding endeavor. This
chapter provides practical advice and insights for prospective collectors and
restoration enthusiasts. Finding a suitable car requires careful research,
patience, and a keen eye for detail. Inspecting potential purchases
meticulously is crucial to avoid costly surprises down the line.
Understanding the value of original parts versus reproduction parts is vital,
as is determining the authenticity of various components. The restoration
process itself can be a long and complex undertaking, demanding specialized
skills, tools, and a significant time commitment. However, the reward of
seeing a meticulously restored 1959 Ford Custom 300 back on the road is
immense. This chapter will guide readers through the various aspects of
acquisition, restoration, and maintenance, ensuring that this classic car's
legacy continues for generations to come. Understanding the challenges and
rewards of this endeavor is crucial before undertaking this significant
project.



Conclusion: A Timeless Classic

The 1959 Ford Custom 300 stands as a testament to the ingenuity and artistry
of American automotive design during its golden age. More than just a
vehicle, it embodies a cultural moment, an expression of post-war optimism
and the enduring appeal of classic automobiles. Its legacy continues to
inspire automotive enthusiasts, collectors, and historians alike. From its
captivating design and powerful performance to its enduring cultural impact,
the 1959 Ford Custom 300 remains a timeless classic, a symbol of a bygone
era, and a captivating piece of automotive history. Its story is one that
continues to resonate with people today, proving that some classics never
truly fade away.

FAQs:

What engine options were available for the 1959 Ford Custom 300? Several1.
V8 options were available, ranging in size from 292 cubic inches to 352
cubic inches.

What type of transmission did the 1959 Ford Custom 300 offer? Both2.
three-speed manual and Cruise-O-Matic automatic transmissions were
available.

How many 1959 Ford Custom 300s were produced? Precise production numbers3.
vary depending on the source but were substantial, reflecting its
popularity.

What are some common problems with 1959 Ford Custom 300s? Common issues4.
include rust, brake system problems, electrical issues, and carburetor
problems.

What makes the 1959 Ford Custom 300 so collectible? Its distinctive5.
styling, powerful engines, and cultural significance make it highly
sought after by collectors.

How much is a 1959 Ford Custom 300 worth? The value varies considerably6.
depending on condition, originality, and options.

Where can I find parts for a 1959 Ford Custom 300? Parts are available7.
from classic car parts suppliers, online retailers, and specialized Ford
parts vendors.

Are there any clubs or communities dedicated to the 1959 Ford Custom8.
300? Yes, several online forums and clubs cater to owners and
enthusiasts of this model.

What are some good resources for learning more about the 1959 Ford9.
Custom 300? Books, magazines, online forums, and automotive museums
provide valuable information.

Related Articles:

The Evolution of Ford Styling in the 1950s: This article traces the1.



design changes within Ford's lineup throughout the decade, highlighting
the shift towards the flamboyant designs of the late 1950s.

The Impact of the Y-Block V8 Engine: An in-depth exploration of this2.
iconic engine and its importance in Ford's history.

American Car Culture of the 1950s: A broad overview of the socio-3.
cultural context in which the 1959 Ford Custom 300 emerged.

Classic Car Restoration: A Comprehensive Guide: A detailed guide4.
covering the process of restoring classic vehicles, including the
challenges and rewards.

Investing in Classic Cars: A Guide for Beginners: Advice for individuals5.
considering investing in classic cars as a financial asset.

Comparing the 1959 Ford Custom 300 to its Competitors: A comparative6.
analysis of the Custom 300 against other popular models of the time,
such as the Chevrolet Bel Air and Plymouth Fury.

The History of Ford's Assembly Plants: A look at the manufacturing7.
history and locations of Ford's production facilities.

Preserving Automotive History: The Importance of Classic Car8.
Collections: Discusses the significance of preserving classic vehicles
for future generations.

Restoring Chrome on a Classic Car: A focused article dedicated to the9.
process of restoring and maintaining the iconic chrome elements of the
1959 Ford Custom 300.

Additional Resources
What Happened In 1959 - Historical Events 1959 - EventsHistory
What happened in the year 1959 in history? Famous historical events that
shook and changed the world. Discover events in 1959.

1959 Fun Facts, Trivia and History - Pop Culture Madness
A 1959 earthquake in Montana caused an 80 million ton landslide that created
Quake Lake by blocking the Madison River in the Gallatin National Forest. 28
people were killed.

1959 Archives | HISTORY
Discover what happened in this year with HISTORY’s summaries of major events,
anniversaries, famous births and notable deaths. On January 1, 1959, facing a
popular revolution …

1959: The Year That Changed Everything - CBS News
Jan 3, 2010 · Now, consider the year 1959. Could that really be a year that
changed everything? The last year of the fifties, a decade whose image is all
but etched in stone: men in grey …

The Hangman (1959) - IMDb
Robert Taylor come across as a real dick to Tina Louise and is way too old
for her. But she won't identify ex-boyfriend Johnny who's run a straight and



productive life since being an unknowing …

The 1959 HITS ARCHIVE - Alphabetically by Song Title (MusicProf)
Arranged in song-title order, this is one of the45prof’s three* differently-
structured playlists of 1959 popular music, as reflected in record sales,
jukebox...

25 greatest films of 1959 - IMDb
List your movie, TV & celebrity picks. 1. The 400 Blows. A young boy, left
without attention, delves into a life of petty crime. 2. Some Like It Hot. 3.
North by Northwest.

1959: what happened that year? | TakeMeBack.to
Discover what 1959 was famous for, Key World Leaders of 1959, 1959 Time’s
Person of the Year, the #1 song, movie and book in 1959, how old is someone
born in 1959 and what Chinese …

World History Timeline, 1959
Jan 13, 2025 · Jan 3 Alaska becomes the 49th US state. Jan 8 Fidel Castro
flows into Havana greeted by jubilant crowds. The Eisenhower administration
recognizes Castro's new …

1959 United States elections - Wikipedia
Hawaii statehood referendum, held as part of the Hawaii Admission Act of 1959
for Hawaii on June 27, 1959 which was approved by voters. Later on August 21,
1959 President Eisenhower …

What Happened In 1959 - Historical Events 1959 - EventsHistory
What happened in the year 1959 in history? Famous historical events that
shook and changed the world. Discover events in 1959.

1959 Fun Facts, Trivia and History - Pop Culture Madness
A 1959 earthquake in Montana caused an 80 million ton landslide that created
Quake Lake by blocking the Madison River in the Gallatin National Forest. 28
people were killed.

1959 Archives | HISTORY
Discover what happened in this year with HISTORY’s summaries of major events,
anniversaries, famous births and notable deaths. On January 1, 1959, facing a
popular revolution …

1959: The Year That Changed Everything - CBS News
Jan 3, 2010 · Now, consider the year 1959. Could that really be a year that
changed everything? The last year of the fifties, a decade whose image is all
but etched in stone: men in grey flannel …

The Hangman (1959) - IMDb
Robert Taylor come across as a real dick to Tina Louise and is way too old
for her. But she won't identify ex-boyfriend Johnny who's run a straight and
productive life since being an unknowing …

The 1959 HITS ARCHIVE - Alphabetically by Song Title (MusicProf)
Arranged in song-title order, this is one of the45prof’s three* differently-
structured playlists of 1959 popular music, as reflected in record sales,
jukebox...

25 greatest films of 1959 - IMDb
List your movie, TV & celebrity picks. 1. The 400 Blows. A young boy, left
without attention, delves into a life of petty crime. 2. Some Like It Hot. 3.



North by Northwest.

1959: what happened that year? | TakeMeBack.to
Discover what 1959 was famous for, Key World Leaders of 1959, 1959 Time’s
Person of the Year, the #1 song, movie and book in 1959, how old is someone
born in 1959 and what Chinese …

World History Timeline, 1959
Jan 13, 2025 · Jan 3 Alaska becomes the 49th US state. Jan 8 Fidel Castro
flows into Havana greeted by jubilant crowds. The Eisenhower administration
recognizes Castro's new …

1959 United States elections - Wikipedia
Hawaii statehood referendum, held as part of the Hawaii Admission Act of 1959
for Hawaii on June 27, 1959 which was approved by voters. Later on August 21,
1959 President Eisenhower …
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