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Ebook Description: 1968 Los Angeles Rams

This ebook delves into the captivating story of the 1968 Los Angeles Rams, a
team that stands as a pivotal moment in NFL history. While they didn't win
the Super Bowl that year, their season was defined by groundbreaking
offensive innovation, a thrilling regular season, and a legacy that continues
to resonate with football fans today. The book explores the team's
revolutionary "Fearsome Foursome" defensive line, the explosive offensive
talents of players like Roman Gabriel and Elroy "Crazy Legs" Hirsch, and the
larger socio-cultural context of the late 1960s, including the impact of the
burgeoning counter-culture movement on professional sports. It examines the
team's triumphs and setbacks, offering a detailed look at individual player
performances, crucial game moments, and the overall strategic approach that
defined the season. This isn't just a recounting of games; it's a deep dive
into the personalities, the pressures, and the impact of a truly
unforgettable team.

Ebook Title: The Fearsome Foursome and the '68
Rams: A Season of Innovation

Outline:

Introduction: Setting the stage — the context of the 1968 NFL season, the
Rams' history leading up to 1968, and an introduction to key players.

Chapter 1: The Fearsome Foursome: A detailed examination of Deacon Jones,
Merlin Olsen, Lamar Lundy, and Roger Wehrli — their individual strengths,
their collective impact, and their lasting legacy.

Chapter 2: Offensive Powerhouse: Analyzing the Rams' offensive strategy, the
brilliance of Roman Gabriel, the contributions of key receivers and running
backs, and the innovative play-calling that defined their attack.

Chapter 3: A Season of Triumphs and Setbacks: A game-by-game analysis of the
1968 reqular season, highlighting key wins and losses, showcasing memorable
moments, and examining turning points.

Chapter 4: The Playoffs and Beyond: A deep dive into the Rams' playoff run
(or lack thereof), analyzing their performance and exploring the factors that
ultimately determined their fate.

Chapter 5: Legacy and Impact: Assessing the long-term impact of the 1968 Rams
on the NFL, their influence on subsequent teams, and the enduring legacy of
their players and coaches.

Conclusion: Summarizing the significance of the 1968 season and its place in
Rams history and NFL lore.



Article: The Fearsome Foursome and the '68
Rams: A Season of Innovation

Introduction: Setting the Stage for a Legendary
Season

The 1968 NFL season was a turbulent year, both on and off the field. The
nation was grappling with the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights Movement, and a
burgeoning counter-culture. Against this backdrop, the Los Angeles Rams
emerged as a team that embodied both the era's anxieties and its spirit of
innovation. While they ultimately fell short of a Super Bowl victory, the
1968 Rams left an indelible mark on the NFL, largely due to their
revolutionary offensive strategies and a dominant defensive line that became
known as the "Fearsome Foursome." This season marked a turning point,
showcasing a team that pushed boundaries and redefined the game.

Chapter 1: The Fearsome Foursome: A Defensive
Dynasty in the Making

The 1968 Rams' defensive line, composed of Deacon Jones, Merlin Olsen, Lamar
Lundy, and Rosey Grier (Wehrli was a later addition to the name, and played
in the secondary), was a force of nature. Deacon Jones, a charismatic and
highly competitive player, coined the term "sack," revolutionizing the way
defensive linemen approached quarterback pressure. His relentless pursuit and
innovative techniques changed the game forever. Merlin Olsen, with his
incredible strength and agility, was the anchor of the line, a nearly
immovable object that constantly disrupted opposing offenses. Lamar Lundy
brought a blend of power and speed, consistently applying pressure and making
tackles in the backfield. Rosey Grier, a powerful and versatile player,
rounded out this formidable unit. Their combined talent and aggressive style
not only dominated opponents but also inspired a new level of defensive play
across the league. The Fearsome Foursome's impact extended beyond their on-
field performance; they were cultural icons, transcending the sport to become
popular figures.

Chapter 2: Offensive Powerhouse: A Revolution on the
Gridiron

While the defense was undoubtedly a highlight, the 1968 Rams also boasted a
potent offense. Quarterback Roman Gabriel, a gifted passer with exceptional
arm strength and accuracy, orchestrated the attack. He connected with a
variety of talented receivers, creating a dynamic and unpredictable passing
game. The running game, while not as dominant as the passing game, provided a
crucial balance to the offense, keeping defenses honest and opening up
opportunities downfield. The innovative play-calling and strategic approach



by the Rams' coaching staff were ahead of their time, contributing
significantly to their offensive success. This balance, the combination of a
strong running game and a powerful passing attack, established a blueprint
for future NFL teams.

Chapter 3: A Season of Triumphs and Setbacks: A
Rollercoaster Ride

The 1968 season was a thrilling rollercoaster ride for the Rams. They
experienced exhilarating victories, showcasing their offensive firepower and
defensive dominance. However, they also faced unexpected setbacks,
highlighting the unpredictability of the NFL. The team's performance
fluctuated, reflecting the challenges of maintaining consistency throughout a
long and demanding season. Close games, dramatic finishes, and unexpected
upsets defined their journey, creating a memorable and compelling narrative.
Analyzing each game allows us to appreciate the team's strengths, weaknesses,
and their capacity to bounce back from adversity.

Chapter 4: The Playoffs and Beyond: A Near Miss

The 1968 Rams ultimately failed to reach the Super Bowl. Their playoff run
ended, highlighting the fine margins that separate success from failure at
the highest level of professional football. Analyzing their playoff
performance reveals not only where they fell short but also underscores the
fierce competition they faced. This section explores the specific
circumstances that led to their exit from the playoffs and assesses the
overall impact of their season in the context of the broader NFL landscape.
The near-miss only fueled the legacy of the team and its impact.

Chapter 5: Legacy and Impact: A Lasting Impression

The legacy of the 1968 Los Angeles Rams extends far beyond their wins and
losses. Their innovative offensive and defensive strategies had a lasting
impact on the NFL, inspiring future teams and shaping the evolution of the
game. The Fearsome Foursome became synonymous with defensive dominance, and
their individual achievements continue to inspire young players. The team's
performance in 1968 served as a testament to the power of teamwork,
innovative strategies, and the importance of pushing boundaries. This final
chapter explores their lasting influence on the NFL and the enduring legacy
of their players and coaches.

Conclusion: A Season for the Ages

The 1968 Los Angeles Rams represented a watershed moment in NFL history.
Their unique blend of offensive creativity and defensive ferocity redefined
the possibilities of professional football. While they did not win the
ultimate prize, their season remains a compelling story of innovation,



resilience, and unforgettable moments. Their contributions to the game and
the enduring legacy of players like Deacon Jones and Merlin Olsen cemented
their place in NFL history.

FAQs:

1. Who were the key players on the 1968 Rams? Roman Gabriel (QB), Deacon
Jones (DE), Merlin Olsen (DT), Lamar Lundy (DT), and Elroy "Crazy Legs
Hirsch (WR) are among the most notable.

1. What was the "Fearsome Foursome"? The nickname for the Rams' dominant
defensive line: Deacon Jones, Merlin Olsen, Lamar Lundy, and Rosey
Grier.

1. Did the 1968 Rams win the Super Bowl? No, they did not reach the Super
Bowl that year.

1. What made the 1968 Rams' offense so innovative? Their balanced attack
and creative play-calling were ahead of their time.

1. What is the significance of Deacon Jones's contribution? He coined the
term "sack" and revolutionized pass rushing.

1. How did the socio-cultural context of 1968 impact the team? The
turbulent times influenced the team's public image and the overall
atmosphere surrounding the game.

1. What were the Rams' main weaknesses in 19687 Consistency and their
inability to secure a Super Bowl berth are key areas.

1. What is the lasting legacy of the 1968 Rams? Their offensive and



defensive innovations influenced future teams, and the Fearsome Foursome
remains a legendary defensive line.

1. Where can I find more information about the 1968 Rams? Through books,
articles, and NFL archives.

Related Articles:

1. The Evolution of the NFL Sack: Tracing the history of the sack from
Deacon Jones's innovation to its modern prominence.

1. Roman Gabriel's Legacy: A detailed examination of Gabriel's career and
his impact on the Rams.

1. The Impact of the Fearsome Foursome on Defensive Strategies: How the
Fearsome Foursome changed defensive schemes in the NFL.

1. 1968 NFL Season Review: A broader look at the 1968 NFL season and its
significant events.

1. The Socio-Cultural Context of 1960s Professional Football: Exploring the
intersection of sports and society during the turbulent era.

1. Merlin Olsen: Beyond the Gridiron: Examining Olsen's life and career
beyond his football achievements.

1. Deacon Jones: The Man Who Invented the Sack: A deep dive into the life
and career of Deacon Jones.



1. The Los Angeles Rams' History: A Timeline: A comprehensive overview of
the Rams' franchise history.

1. Comparing the Greatest Defensive Lines in NFL History: Placing the
Fearsome Foursome among the all-time greats.
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