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Ebook Description: 1971 Miss America Pageant

This ebook delves into the 1971 Miss America Pageant, a pivotal moment in the
history of the competition and American culture. 1971 marked a watershed
year, as the pageant became a battleground for the burgeoning feminist
movement. This event wasn't just about beauty; it was a reflection of the
changing societal norms, the growing awareness of women's rights, and the
ongoing struggle for gender equality. This book examines the contestants, the
controversies surrounding the pageant, its impact on the feminist movement,
and its lasting legacy on the Miss America organization and the broader
cultural landscape. It will analyze the performances, the political climate
of the time, and the subsequent fallout, providing a comprehensive and
insightful look at this historically significant event. Readers will gain a
deeper understanding of the complexities of the Miss America Pageant, its
evolving role in society, and its enduring relevance to contemporary
discussions about feminism and female representation.

Ebook Title: A Crown of Controversy: The 1971
Miss America Pageant and the Rise of Second-
Wave Feminism

Outline:

Introduction: Setting the Scene — The Miss America Pageant in the context of
1970s America.

Chapter 1: The Contestants: Profiles of the key participants, highlighting
their backgrounds and aspirations.

Chapter 2: The Protest: A detailed account of the Women's Liberation protest
outside the pageant, including its organizers, goals, and impact.

Chapter 3: The Pageant Itself: A recap of the competition, focusing on key
moments and performances.

Chapter 4: The Aftermath: Analyzing the immediate and long-term consequences
of the protest and the pageant's outcome.

Chapter 5: Legacy and Lasting Impact: Examining the pageant's lasting effects
on the feminist movement, the Miss America Organization, and the broader
representation of women in media.

Conclusion: Reflecting on the significance of the 1971 pageant as a cultural
touchstone.

Article: A Crown of Controversy: The 1971 Miss



America Pageant and the Rise of Second-Wave
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Introduction: Setting the Scene — The Miss America Pageant in the context of
1970s America

The 1970s in America were a time of immense social and political upheaval.
The Civil Rights Movement continued its fight for racial equality, the anti-
war movement raged against the Vietnam War, and a new wave of feminism was
challenging long-held patriarchal norms. Within this turbulent landscape, the
seemingly frivolous Miss America Pageant became an unexpected battleground
for the burgeoning feminist movement. The 1971 pageant, held in Atlantic
City, New Jersey, stands as a pivotal moment, encapsulating the tensions and
contradictions of the era. The pageant, traditionally viewed as a celebration
of feminine beauty and charm, found itself at the center of a powerful
protest that challenged its very essence.

Chapter 1: The Contestants: Profiles of the key participants, highlighting
their backgrounds and aspirations.

While the protesters outside overshadowed much of the event, the contestants
themselves represented a diverse range of backgrounds and aspirations,
reflecting the changing social landscape. Each woman carried her own story,
ambitions, and hopes, navigating the complex expectations placed upon them by
the pageant and by society at large. Analyzing their backgrounds and post-
pageant careers provides valuable insight into the complexities of the women
who participated in this historically significant event. Further research
into their individual stories is needed to fully understand their experiences
within the constraints and opportunities presented by the Miss America
system.

Chapter 2: The Protest: A detailed account of the Women's Liberation protest
outside the pageant, including its organizers, goals, and impact.

On September 11th, 1971, a group of feminists organized a protest outside the
Miss America Pageant in Atlantic City. The "Women's Liberation" protest, led
by members of the New York Radical Women, was far from a spontaneous
outburst. It was meticulously planned, with specific goals and a powerful
message. The protesters, wearing sashes with slogans like "Miss America is a
pig," marched, chanted, and even burned items they deemed symbolic of the
oppression of women — bras, girdles, and copies of Cosmopolitan magazine.
Their actions were not intended merely as a spectacle; they were a calculated
attempt to expose the pageant as a symbol of the objectification and
commodification of women. The protest aimed to highlight the inherent sexism
within the pageant and to raise awareness about broader issues of gender
inequality, including pay gaps, reproductive rights, and violence against
women.

Chapter 3: The Pageant Itself: A recap of the competition, focusing on key



moments and performances.

Despite the protest outside, the pageant proceeded as scheduled. This section
will recount the events of the competition itself, from the talent portion to
the evening gown competition, examining the performances and the overall
atmosphere. It will explore how the protest might have indirectly influenced
the judging or the contestants' performances, even though the pageant
organizers tried to maintain a semblance of normalcy. This section would also
explore the media coverage of the event — the extent to which the protest was
highlighted, and how the different media outlets framed the event.

Chapter 4: The Aftermath: Analyzing the immediate and long-term consequences
of the protest and the pageant's outcome.

The aftermath of the 1971 Miss America Pageant was significant. The protest
generated extensive media coverage, bringing the issues raised by the
feminists to a national audience. The immediate response was mixed, with some
praising the protest's boldness and others condemning its disruption of what
they saw as a harmless tradition. However, the long-term consequences were
far-reaching. The protest helped to galvanize the feminist movement,
contributing to a wider societal conversation about women's rights and gender
equality. It also prompted reflection within the Miss America Organization,
leading to subtle, but significant, changes in the competition over the
following years.

Chapter 5: Legacy and Lasting Impact: Examining the pageant's lasting effects
on the feminist movement, the Miss America Organization, and the broader
representation of women in media.

The 1971 Miss America Pageant and its accompanying protest remain a
significant cultural touchstone. The event's impact on the feminist movement
is undeniable, contributing to the momentum of second-wave feminism. The
protest forced a critical examination of the pageant's role in perpetuating
traditional gender roles and objectifying women. The Miss America
Organization, though slow to adapt, eventually incorporated some of the
critiques into its format and focus. The event also served as a catalyst for
a broader reassessment of the representation of women in media and popular
culture.

Conclusion: Reflecting on the significance of the 1971 pageant as a cultural
touchstone.

The 1971 Miss America Pageant wasn't merely a beauty contest; it was a
microcosm of the societal shifts occurring in the early 1970s. The clash
between the traditional values represented by the pageant and the burgeoning
feminist movement created a powerful moment of cultural reckoning. The
protest and its aftermath fundamentally altered the conversation surrounding
women's rights, media representation, and the very definition of femininity.
Its lasting legacy continues to resonate today, reminding us of the ongoing
struggle for gender equality and the power of protest in challenging
established norms.



FAQs:
1. Who organized the 1971 Miss America Pageant protest? The New York
Radical Women were the primary organizers.
2. What were the main goals of the protest? To challenge the
objectification of women, raise awareness of gender inequality, and

disrupt the patriarchal structures underpinning the pageant.

3. What items were burned during the protest? Bras, girdles, copies of
Cosmopolitan magazine, and other items symbolic of female oppression.

4. What was the immediate public reaction to the protest? Mixed — some
supported the protest, others condemned it.

5. Did the protest have a lasting impact on the Miss America Pageant? Yes,
it led to subtle but significant changes in the competition over time.

6. How did the protest contribute to the feminist movement? It galvanized
the movement, bringing its concerns to a wider audience.

7. Who won the 1971 Miss America Pageant? Phyllis George.
8. Where was the 1971 Miss America Pageant held? Atlantic City, New Jersey.
9. What is the historical significance of the 1971 pageant? It marks a

pivotal moment in the history of the feminist movement and the Miss
America Pageant itself.

Related Articles:

1. The Evolution of the Miss America Pageant: A Century of Change: Traces
the pageant's history, highlighting its transformations and adaptations
over time.

2. Second-Wave Feminism: Key Figures and Movements: Explores the broader
context of the feminist movement in the 1970s.

3. The Media's Portrayal of Women in the 1970s: Analyzes how women were
depicted in media and its impact on societal perceptions.

4. The Impact of the Women's Liberation Movement on American Culture:
Examines the movement's broader cultural and social effects.

5. Phyllis George: A Life Beyond the Crown: Focuses on the winner's life
and career after winning the Miss America title.



6. The New York Radical Women: History and Activism: Delves into the
history and actions of the group that spearheaded the protest.

7. The Politics of Beauty: Examining Beauty Pageants and Gender Roles:
Explores the relationship between beauty pageants and gender roles in
society.

8. Atlantic City in the 1970s: A Social and Economic History: Provides
context by exploring Atlantic City during that decade.

9. The Miss America Pageant and the Changing Definition of Femininity:
Examines how the pageant's image and expectations have shifted over time
reflecting changes in the definition of femininity.
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