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This ebook delves into the captivating story of the 1987-88 Chicago Bulls, a
season that marked a pivotal turning point in the franchise's history and
laid the groundwork for their dynasty. While not culminating in an NBA
championship, this year witnessed the undeniable emergence of Michael Jordan
as a superstar and the team's transformation into a formidable force. The
book examines the team's dynamics, key players beyond Jordan, crucial games,
and the strategic shifts that propelled them to the brink of greatness. It's
a compelling narrative exploring not just the basketball aspects but also the
cultural impact of this specific team and season, showcasing the journey from
promising contender to legitimate championship threat. The analysis explores
the team's strengths and weaknesses, offering insightful perspectives on
their successes and near misses, ultimately positioning this season as a
crucial building block for future triumphs. The significance lies in
understanding the foundational elements that contributed to the Bulls' later
dominance, highlighting the evolution of the team and its players before
their legendary run.
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shaped the season.
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Eastern Conference Finals loss.
Chapter 5: The Cultural Impact – The Bulls and the burgeoning Chicago
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Introduction: Setting the Stage – The Bulls before 1987-88

Before the dynasty, there was a period of building, a period of finding their
identity. The 1987-88 season wasn't the beginning of the Bulls' success
story, but rather a crucial chapter in its development. The years prior had
seen flashes of potential but also a significant lack of consistency. Michael
Jordan's rookie season (1984-85) showcased his incredible talent but the team
was far from championship contention. Subsequent seasons demonstrated
incremental growth, but the playoffs remained a challenging hurdle. This
context is critical to understanding the 1987-88 season's importance – it
wasn't just another year; it was a culmination of previous efforts, a
demonstration of progress, and a critical step towards the ultimate goal. The
arrival of key players and the evolving coaching strategies significantly
contributed to the foundation laid in previous years, ultimately culminating
in the team's improved performance during the 1987-88 season. This season
represented a breakthrough in team cohesion and strategic execution,
highlighting the transformation from a promising team to a serious
championship contender.

Chapter 1: The Core – Analyzing the Roster: Jordan, Pippen, and the
Supporting Cast

The 1987-88 Bulls were anchored by Michael Jordan, already a burgeoning
superstar. His scoring prowess was undeniable, but this season saw a maturing
Jordan, developing his all-around game and leadership qualities. Scottie
Pippen, although still relatively inexperienced, played a crucial role as a
developing defensive force and versatile teammate. The supporting cast, while
not possessing the same star power, played integral roles. Players like
Horace Grant, Bill Cartwright, John Paxson, and Stacey King provided
essential contributions, both offensively and defensively. Analyzing their
individual strengths and weaknesses reveals a balanced team with a solid
foundation, capable of competing at the highest level. Their roles and
contributions, particularly those players who were crucial to the team's
defensive strategy and overall team chemistry, were vital to the team's
success in the 1987-88 season. The team's composition allowed for the optimal
utilization of Jordan's skills, leading to his increased performance and the
overall team's improved capabilities.

Chapter 2: Strategic Shifts – Phil Jackson's Influence and the Team's
Offensive and Defensive Strategies

The arrival of Phil Jackson as head coach significantly impacted the Bulls'
approach. While not yet employing the "Triangle Offense" that would define
his later years, Jackson fostered a more fluid and team-oriented style of
play, maximizing the talents of each player. This shift was crucial in
unleashing Jordan's full potential while integrating Pippen's developing
skills seamlessly into the team’s dynamics. Defensively, the Bulls
demonstrated improvement, relying on strong individual efforts and a
collective approach, particularly under the guidance of Jackson. His coaching



style emphasized collaboration and tactical flexibility, fostering a more
dynamic and efficient team that moved from a promising contender to a serious
threat. The improvement in both offensive and defensive strategies
significantly contributed to the improved performance and overall success of
the team during the 1987-88 season. The season can be viewed as a crucial
experiment in finding the right tactical approach, paving the way for further
refinement in the following years.

Chapter 3: Key Games and Turning Points – Examining pivotal moments that
shaped the season

Certain games stand out as defining moments of the 1987-88 season. Close
victories against rivals, thrilling comeback performances, and heartbreaking
losses all contributed to shaping the team's identity and revealing their
strengths and weaknesses. Analyzing these specific matches unveils not only
the team's on-court execution but also their mental fortitude and
adaptability under pressure. Examining these games reveals crucial insights
into the team's character, decision-making capabilities, and overall
development throughout the 1987-88 season. These moments of triumph and
defeat were integral in shaping the team's character, fostering resilience,
and reinforcing their determination to compete for the championship.
Understanding these crucial moments allows for a profound appreciation of the
team's journey and its ultimate impact on the trajectory of the franchise's
future.

Chapter 4: The "Almost" Championship – Analyzing their playoff run and the
Eastern Conference Finals loss

The Bulls' playoff run in 1988 was a testament to their progress. They
showcased their improved skills and overcame challenges, reaching the Eastern
Conference Finals against the Detroit Pistons. While ultimately falling
short, the experience provided invaluable learning opportunities. Analyzing
their games against the Pistons illuminates the areas where they excelled and
where they needed to improve. The loss, while disappointing, served as a
crucial lesson, highlighting the gap they needed to bridge to reach the
championship level. Examining this loss offers valuable perspective into the
team's future growth and the development of their strategies and overall
capabilities. It established the motivation required to close the gap with
the leading teams in the league and set the stage for future success and
dominance.

Chapter 5: The Cultural Impact – The Bulls and the burgeoning Chicago
basketball scene

The 1987-88 Bulls weren't just a basketball team; they were a cultural
phenomenon. Their rise coincided with a growing enthusiasm for basketball in
Chicago. The team's improved performance contributed significantly to the
city's collective excitement around the sport. Analyzing the team's media



coverage, fan engagement, and their role in Chicago's identity provides a
holistic understanding of their impact that extended beyond the court. Their
popularity resonated with the city and established a strong bond between the
team and its fans, laying the foundation for the future success of the
franchise and the city's strong basketball culture. The 1987-88 season marked
the start of this strong relationship between the Bulls and their loyal
fanbase, which would only intensify in the following years.

Conclusion: Legacy and Lasting Impact – The 1987-88 season's significance in
the Bulls' overall story

The 1987-88 season for the Chicago Bulls wasn't about winning the
championship; it was about building the foundation for future success. The
team's progress, the emergence of Jordan as a true leader, and the
development of the team's overall strategies marked a turning point in their
journey. This season's impact on the franchise's overall success cannot be
overstated. It was a crucial stepping stone, a testament to their growth, and
a preview of the dynasty to come. Understanding this season's significance
provides a complete picture of the Chicago Bulls' journey, highlighting the
progression and the development of the team that would soon dominate the NBA.
This season was not just a season, it was a launchpad to becoming one of the
greatest teams in NBA history.

FAQs

What was Michael Jordan's role in the 1987-88 Bulls? Jordan was already1.
a superstar, but this season saw him evolve into a more complete player
and leader.

How important was Scottie Pippen in the 1987-88 season? Pippen's1.
development as a versatile player was crucial to the team's success.

Who was the head coach of the 1987-88 Bulls? Phil Jackson began his1.
highly successful tenure with the Bulls in this season.

How far did the Bulls progress in the playoffs in 1988? They reached the1.
Eastern Conference Finals, losing to the Detroit Pistons.



What was the overall regular season record of the 1987-88 Bulls? They1.
had a strong regular-season record, indicating their improved standing
in the league. (Specific record needs to be researched and added here).

What were the key differences in the team's strategy from previous1.
seasons? Phil Jackson's arrival brought a more team-oriented and fluid
offensive style.

How did the 1987-88 season impact the city of Chicago? It further1.
energized the city's basketball scene and increased local enthusiasm.

What are some notable games from the 1987-88 season that shaped the1.
team’s development? (Specific games need to be researched and added
here)

How did the experience of the 1987-88 season shape the Bulls' future1.
success? The playoff loss provided valuable lessons that fueled their
drive for future championships.

Related Articles:

Michael Jordan's Rise to Superstardom: The 1987-88 Season: Examining1.
Jordan's individual performance and his evolution as a leader.

Scottie Pippen's Early Years: A Foundation for Dynasty: Analyzing1.
Pippen's development and contribution to the team's foundation.

Phil Jackson's Coaching Philosophy: Shaping the Bulls' Dynasty:1.
Exploring Jackson's coaching methods and their impact on the team's
success.



The Detroit Pistons' "Bad Boys": A Rival for the Ages: Analyzing the1.
rivalry and the Pistons' impact on the Bulls' development.

The Evolution of the Triangle Offense: From 1987-88 to Dynasty:1.
Examining the offense's genesis and its refinement throughout the years.

Chicago Bulls Dynasty: A Decade of Dominance: A comprehensive overview1.
of the Bulls’ success in the 1990s.

The Impact of Horace Grant on the Chicago Bulls: Focusing on Grant's1.
specific role within the team during the earlier years.

The Role of John Paxson and Bill Cartwright in the Bulls Success:1.
Highlighting the contributions of these lesser-known players.

Chicago Basketball Culture: From the 1980s to the Present: Exploring the1.
growth of basketball culture in Chicago and the Bulls' role in it.
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