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This ebook, "5 String Bass Chord Chart," is a comprehensive guide to understanding and utilizing
chords on the five-string bass guitar. It's designed for bassists of all skill levels, from beginners
seeking to expand their foundational knowledge to intermediate and advanced players looking to
deepen their understanding of voicing, inversions, and advanced techniques. The five-string bass,
with its extended range, offers unique harmonic possibilities beyond the four-string instrument. This
chart provides a practical, visually accessible resource, simplifying complex harmonic concepts and
empowering bassists to explore a wider range of musical styles and textures. Its significance lies in
its ability to unlock the full potential of the five-string bass, enabling players to create richer, more
complex bass lines and contribute more effectively to the overall harmonic structure of a musical
ensemble. The relevance extends to all genres of music, from jazz and funk to rock and metal, where
the extended range and diverse voicing options of the five-string are highly valued.
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Introduction: Understanding the 5-String Bass and its Advantages

The five-string bass guitar offers a significant advantage over its four-string counterpart: an
extended low-end range, typically including a low B string. This additional string opens up a world of
harmonic and melodic possibilities, allowing bassists to explore deeper tones, create richer voicings,
and contribute more significantly to the overall harmonic landscape of a piece of music.
Understanding the unique capabilities of the five-string bass is crucial for harnessing its full
potential. This extended range allows for more versatile voicings of chords, enabling bassists to
seamlessly transition between different keys and styles. The low B string also allows for more
impactful rhythmic playing, adding a powerful foundation to a band's sound. This introduction serves
as a foundation for understanding the importance of mastering chord voicings on this expanded



instrument.

Chapter 1: Basic Chords and Voicings: Major, Minor, Seventh Chords

This chapter focuses on the fundamental building blocks of harmony: major, minor, and seventh
chords. We’ll explore how these chords are constructed on the five-string bass, highlighting different
voicings and their sonic characteristics. Learning to construct these chords in root position and
various inversions is key to developing a strong understanding of bass harmony. We will
demonstrate various fingerings for each chord, catering to different hand sizes and playing styles.
Examples will include:

Major Chords: C Major, G Major, D Major, etc., showcasing different octave positions and fingerings.
Minor Chords: C Minor, G Minor, D Minor, etc., emphasizing the difference in sound compared to
major chords.
Seventh Chords: C Major 7th, C Minor 7th, C Dominant 7th, etc., introducing the added complexity
of the seventh interval. We will explore different voicings, emphasizing the importance of
considering the context of the music.

Chapter 2: Extended Chords: 9th, 11th, 13th Chords and their Inversions

Building upon the foundation of basic chords, this chapter delves into extended chords—9th, 11th,
and 13th chords. These chords add color and complexity, enriching the harmonic landscape. We’ll
explore various voicings, emphasizing the importance of selecting voicings that fit the context of the
music. We'll also cover inversions, which alter the bass note and change the overall sound of the
chord. Examples will include:

9th Chords: C Major 9th, C Minor 9th, highlighting the added tension and release of the ninth.
11th Chords: C Major 11th, exploring the unique sonic qualities of this extended chord.
13th Chords: C Major 13th, showcasing the richness and complexity of this chord.
Inversions: Demonstrating how inversions affect the bass note and overall sound, providing
examples within different chord types.

Chapter 3: Altered Chords: Dominant 7th alterations, Diminished and Augmented Chords

This chapter explores altered chords, which introduce chromatic notes outside the diatonic scale,
adding spice and complexity to the harmonic palette. We'll focus on dominant 7th alterations (b9,
#9, #11, b13), diminished, and augmented chords and their various voicings, emphasizing the
nuances of their sound and how they function within a musical context. This section is particularly
important for bassists aiming to play in more advanced jazz, funk, or fusion styles.

Chapter 4: Chord Progressions and Applications: Common progressions and stylistic examples

This chapter applies the knowledge gained in previous chapters to explore common chord
progressions and their applications in various musical styles. We will analyze and demonstrate
progressions commonly used in jazz, rock, pop, and funk. This section will emphasize the importance
of choosing appropriate voicings and inversions within the context of a given progression. Examples
might include:

ii-V-I progressions: Demonstrating different voicings and inversions in various keys.



Blues progressions: Exploring common blues progressions and emphasizing their use in different
genres.
Pop song progressions: Analyzing common pop song progressions and illustrating different bass
lines.

Chapter 5: Advanced Techniques: Slash chords, voicings for specific styles, using the low B string

This chapter explores advanced techniques relevant to five-string bass playing, including slash
chords, specific voicings for different styles, and the effective utilization of the low B string. We will
analyze how to use the low B string to add depth and weight to the bass line and demonstrate
examples of its effective application in different genres.

Conclusion: Further Exploration and Resources

This concluding section will summarize the key concepts covered in the book and suggest avenues
for further learning and exploration. This includes recommendations for additional resources such as
websites, books, and online courses to help bassists further develop their skills and knowledge of
five-string bass chord voicings.

FAQs:

What is the difference between a four-string and a five-string bass? The five-string bass adds a1.
lower B string, expanding the range and harmonic possibilities.

What are the benefits of learning five-string bass chords? It unlocks richer voicings, broader2.
harmonic options, and a deeper bass tone.

What musical styles benefit most from five-string bass chords? Many styles, including jazz,3.
funk, rock, metal, and fusion, utilize the extended range effectively.

How are extended chords different from basic chords? Extended chords add 9th, 11th, and4.
13th intervals, adding complexity and color.

What are altered chords and why are they important? Altered chords use chromatic notes5.
outside the diatonic scale, creating tension and interest.

How do I choose the right voicing for a given chord? Consider the context, the surrounding6.
harmony, and the desired effect.

What are some common chord progressions for five-string bass? ii-V-I, blues progressions, and7.
various pop song progressions are frequently used.

How can I effectively use the low B string? Use it to add weight, create impactful rhythmic8.
figures, or ground the harmony.

Where can I find additional resources to learn more about five-string bass? Numerous online9.
courses, books, and websites offer further instruction.



Related Articles:

Mastering the Low B String on the 5-String Bass: Techniques and exercises for effective low B1.
string utilization.

Five-String Bass Voicings for Jazz Standards: Chord voicings tailored to classic jazz tunes.2.

Advanced 5-String Bass Techniques for Funk and Fusion: Exploring advanced techniques3.
suitable for these styles.

The Ultimate Guide to 5-String Bass Chord Inversions: A comprehensive guide to4.
understanding and utilizing inversions.

5-String Bass Lines for Popular Songs: Analyzing bass lines from popular songs and5.
illustrating chord voicings.

Building Strong Bass Lines with 5-String Extended Chords: Focusing on effective use of6.
extended chords in bass lines.

Understanding Altered Dominants on the 5-String Bass: A detailed explanation of altered7.
dominant chords and their usage.

5-String Bass Chord Progressions for Beginners: Simple and effective progressions for new 5-8.
string players.

Comparing 4-String and 5-String Bass: A Player's Perspective: Discussing the advantages and9.
disadvantages of each instrument.
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