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Ebook Description: 5th Marine Division Iwo Jima
Roster

This ebook, "5th Marine Division Iwo Jima Roster," provides a meticulously compiled
roster of the personnel who served in the 5th Marine Division during the Battle of Iwo
Jima. The Battle of Iwo Jima (February 19 - March 26, 1945) was one of the most brutal
and significant battles of the Pacific Theater in World War II. This roster serves as a vital
historical resource, connecting names to the harrowing events of this pivotal campaign.
It's a tribute to the courage and sacrifice of the Marines who fought on Iwo Jima, offering
families, researchers, and history enthusiasts a powerful tool for understanding the human
cost of war and honoring individual contributions to the Allied victory. The roster is
intended to be a respectful and accurate record, acknowledging the immense hardship
endured by these servicemen. The information compiled will be invaluable to those
seeking information on ancestors, relatives, or simply to learn more about the men who
fought in this iconic battle.
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Roster and Legacy

Introduction: The Significance of Iwo Jima and the 5th Marine Division

The Battle of Iwo Jima stands as a brutal and unforgettable chapter in World War II
history. This volcanic island, a mere 8 square miles, became the scene of one of the
bloodiest battles in the Pacific Theater. For 36 days, the 5th Marine Division, alongside
the 4th Marine Division and supporting units, fought tooth and nail against a fiercely
resistant Japanese garrison. The battle's significance extended beyond its strategic
importance as a stepping stone for the planned invasion of Japan. It became a symbol of



the unwavering determination of both sides, the unimaginable ferocity of close-quarters
combat, and the staggering human cost of war. This roster is a testament to the men of
the 5th Marine Division who endured this crucible, their courage, and their sacrifice.

Chapter 1: The 5th Marine Division: Organization and Pre-Iwo Jima History

The 5th Marine Division was activated in 1943, drawing its strength from seasoned
Marines and recruits alike. Its structure mirrored that of other Marine divisions,
comprising three infantry regiments (24th, 26th, and 28th Marines), supporting artillery,
tank, and reconnaissance units. Prior to Iwo Jima, the division had participated in the
training exercises and deployments necessary to prepare for the Pacific campaign, albeit
without seeing major combat on the same scale. Understanding the division's pre-Iwo Jima
history provides crucial context for comprehending their performance and experiences on
the island. This chapter will detail the division’s organizational structure, training, and
previous deployments to illustrate the experience level and readiness of the troops
arriving on Iwo Jima.

Chapter 2: The Battle of Iwo Jima: A Chronological Overview

The Battle of Iwo Jima was characterized by fierce fighting from the very first landings.
This chapter provides a chronological overview of the battle, highlighting key events,
strategic decisions, and significant turning points. It will delve into the initial assaults, the
brutal fighting for Mount Suribachi, the relentless advance across the island, and the
desperate resistance put up by the Japanese forces. We'll analyze the challenges posed by
the terrain, the fortifications, and the determined defense strategy employed by the
Japanese. This section will place the roster within the context of the battle, offering
readers a clear understanding of the brutal conditions faced by the 5th Marine Division
personnel.

Chapter 3: The Roster: Alphabetical Listing of Personnel

This chapter forms the heart of the book: an alphabetical roster of the personnel of the 5th
Marine Division who served on Iwo Jima. The roster will include, as far as possible, the
following information: name, rank, company/unit, and casualty status (killed in action,
wounded in action, prisoner of war, or returned safely). Sources for this information will
be rigorously cited and documented. The availability of complete data for each individual
will vary depending on the availability of historical records. The aim is to provide as
complete and accurate a roster as possible, recognizing the limitations of historical data
and the complexities of record-keeping during wartime.

Chapter 4: Casualty Analysis and Commemoration

The staggering casualty figures of Iwo Jima underscore the battle's ferocity. This chapter
analyzes the casualty rates within the 5th Marine Division, examining the causes of deaths
and injuries, as well as the impact on individual units and the division as a whole.
Furthermore, it will highlight the various memorials and commemorations that have been
dedicated to the memory of those who served and sacrificed on Iwo Jima. This will explore
the significance of these commemorations and their role in preserving the memory and
legacy of the fallen.



Chapter 5: Post-War Lives and Legacy of the 5th Marine Division

The experiences of the Iwo Jima veterans had a profound and lasting impact on their lives.
This chapter will explore the post-war lives and journeys of the men of the 5th Marine
Division. It will examine the challenges they faced reintegrating into civilian life, the
physical and emotional wounds they carried, and the ways in which their experiences
shaped their future. It also touches upon the lasting legacy of the 5th Marine Division and
its contribution to the broader context of American military history.

Conclusion: Remembering the Sacrifice and Lessons Learned

The Battle of Iwo Jima remains a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made during World
War II. The men of the 5th Marine Division displayed extraordinary courage, resilience,
and dedication in the face of overwhelming adversity. This book aims to honor their
contributions and ensure that their individual stories are not forgotten. The lessons
learned from Iwo Jima - the importance of strategic planning, the devastating impact of
close-quarters combat, and the profound human cost of war - remain relevant today. This
roster and the accompanying narrative stand as a testament to the enduring spirit of these
Marines and a solemn reminder of the price of freedom.

FAQs:

1. What sources were used to compile the roster? A variety of sources, including official
military records, unit histories, and personal accounts, were consulted to create the
most accurate roster possible.

2. Is every Marine in the 5th Marine Division listed? We strive for completeness, but
due to record limitations, there may be omissions.

3. What information is included about each Marine? Name, rank, unit, and casualty
status (where available).

4. How can I find information about a specific Marine? The roster is alphabetized,
making it easy to search for a specific name.

5. Is this roster suitable for family researchers? Absolutely! It's a valuable resource for
genealogical research.

6. What makes this roster different from other resources? It specifically focuses on the
5th Marine Division at Iwo Jima, offering a concentrated resource.

7. Is there a digital version of the roster? Yes, this is an ebook.

8. Are there any photographs included? While the focus is on the roster itself, we may
include select relevant photographs.

9. How accurate is the casualty information? We have made every effort to ensure



accuracy, but discrepancies may exist due to the nature of wartime record-keeping.

Related Articles:

1. The Untold Stories of Iwo Jima: Personal Accounts from the 5th Marine Division: A
collection of firsthand accounts from Marines who fought in the battle.

2. The Strategic Significance of Iwo Jima: A Turning Point in the Pacific War: An
analysis of Iwo Jima's role in the broader Pacific campaign.

3. The Japanese Defense of Iwo Jima: Tactics and Fortifications: An examination of the
Japanese military strategy on Iwo Jima.

4. The Medical Aftermath of Iwo Jima: Treating the Wounded and Dying: A look at the
medical challenges faced during the battle.

5. The Flag Raising on Iwo Jima: Iconic Image and Historical Context: A deeper dive
into the famous photograph.

6. The Psychological Impact of Iwo Jima: PTSD and Veteran Experiences: An
exploration of the long-term effects of the battle on the Marines.

7. Forgotten Heroes of Iwo Jima: The Supporting Units and Their Roles: A look at the
contributions of units beyond the Marine divisions.

8. Weapons and Technology of Iwo Jima: An Arsenal of War: An examination of the
weaponry used in the battle.

9. The Legacy of Iwo Jima: Remembrance and Commemoration: A discussion about the
ongoing memorials and ceremonies honoring the fallen.
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