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This ebook delves into the rich and often overlooked history of the 62nd (Wiltshire) Regiment of Foot,
a distinguished British infantry regiment that played a significant role in various conflicts throughout
the 18th and 19th centuries. From its formation to its eventual amalgamation, the regiment's story is
one of courage, sacrifice, and adaptation in the face of evolving warfare. The book explores the
regiment's campaigns, battles, and the lives of the men who served within its ranks, offering a
detailed account of their experiences, both on and off the battlefield. By examining regimental
records, personal accounts, and contemporary sources, this ebook provides a nuanced understanding
of the regiment's contribution to British military history and its impact on the lives of its soldiers and
their families. The significance of this work lies in its preservation and dissemination of the often-
forgotten history of a significant military unit, offering valuable insights into the social, economic, and
military aspects of British society during a pivotal period. Its relevance extends to military historians,
genealogy enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the social and military history of Britain.
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Introduction: The Formation and Early Years of the 62nd

The 62nd (Wiltshire) Regiment of Foot, later becoming part of the Wiltshire Regiment, traces its
origins back to the tumultuous mid-18th century. Raised in 1755 amidst the growing tensions that
would lead to the Seven Years' War, the regiment quickly established itself as a significant fighting
force within the British Army. Initially raised as a second battalion of the 60th Rifles (Royal American



Regiment), it was soon given its own identity and number. Its formation reflected the British
government's need for expanded military capabilities to meet the escalating challenges on both
European and colonial fronts. Recruiting primarily from Wiltshire and surrounding counties, the
regiment developed a strong regional identity and loyalty. Its early years were marked by rigorous
training and preparations for the impending conflict with France. The development of regimental
traditions, uniforms, and a distinct esprit de corps during this foundational period would shape the
62nd's character for decades to come. The initial recruitment campaigns and the social composition
of the early ranks provided a fascinating snapshot of 18th-century British society and the motivations
for military service.

Chapter 1: The Seven Years' War and Beyond: Campaigns and
Battles (1750s-1780s)

The Seven Years' War (1756-1763) proved to be a defining period for the 62nd. The regiment
participated in numerous campaigns across Europe and North America, showcasing their combat
prowess and adaptability. Their involvement in major battles provided crucial military experience,
solidifying their reputation within the British Army. Detailed analysis of specific battles, including
accounts from regimental records and soldier diaries, reveals the challenges faced by the 62nd. From
the harsh conditions of campaigning to the tactical intricacies of warfare, these accounts paint a vivid
picture of military life during this era. Furthermore, the post-war period saw the regiment involved in
other significant engagements, demonstrating its continued importance to the British military
establishment. Understanding this period clarifies how the regiment shaped its operational doctrines
and combat capabilities.

Chapter 2: The Napoleonic Wars: From Egypt to Waterloo
(1790s-1815)

The Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815) represent another pivotal chapter in the 62nd's history. The
regiment actively participated in some of the most iconic battles of the era, demonstrating
remarkable resilience and tactical effectiveness under fire. Its contribution to the broader British war
effort needs to be considered within the context of the larger campaigns and strategic objectives. The
experiences of the soldiers during this period, including their hardships, victories, and losses, are
crucial in understanding their contribution to the eventual defeat of Napoleon. The ebook will analyze
the regiment's role in major battles such as the Battle of Alexandria, as well as lesser-known
engagements, providing a comprehensive overview of its participation in the Napoleonic Wars and
showcasing the regiment's valor and tenacity. Examination of surviving letters, diaries, and
regimental records will offer personal perspectives on this tumultuous period.

Chapter 3: Post-Napoleonic Era and Colonial Service:
Peacetime and Overseas Deployments (1815-1881)

Following the Napoleonic Wars, the 62nd faced the challenges of a changing military landscape. While
peacetime brought periods of relative calm, the regiment was far from inactive. The ebook will
explore the regiment’s involvement in peacekeeping operations, colonial service, and internal
security duties within the British Empire. This period highlights the adaptability of the regiment and its
ability to adjust to a range of military roles. The analysis of colonial service will provide insights into
the complexities of maintaining order and stability in various parts of the empire, and also shed light



on the relationships between the British military and the local populations. Understanding this period
requires examining the socio-political context of the British Empire and the role of the 62nd within it.

Chapter 4: The Soldiers' Lives: Recruitment, Training, Pay,
and Daily Life

This chapter will move beyond the battlefield to explore the daily lives of the men who served in the
62nd. It will delve into aspects like recruitment practices, the realities of training, and the financial
considerations of military service. This section will also analyze the social background of the soldiers,
their motivations for joining the army, and the impact of military life on their families. By examining
sources such as personal letters and regimental records, we aim to paint a picture of the everyday
realities of a soldier's life, revealing the hardships, camaraderie, and social dynamics within the
regiment. This provides a crucial human dimension to the narrative, moving beyond the purely
military aspects to understand the individuals who made up the 62nd.

Chapter 5: Uniforms, Equipment, and Traditions: Visual
Representations of Regimental Identity

Visual representations of the 62nd's identity are crucial to understanding its history. This chapter will
explore the evolution of the regiment's uniforms, equipment, and distinctive insignia over time. The
analysis will include detailed descriptions and illustrations to showcase the visual representation of
regimental identity. It will also explore the significance of these visual elements in forging a sense of
camaraderie and unit cohesion. Analyzing the regiment's regimental colours, badges, and uniforms
offers a fascinating visual record of its history and its evolution within the context of broader British
military fashion and practice.

Chapter 6: The Legacy of the 62nd: Amalgamation and
Enduring Impact

The 62nd Regiment of Foot eventually underwent amalgamation, ultimately forming part of the
modern Wiltshire Regiment. This chapter examines this transition, exploring the reasons for
amalgamation and its consequences for the regiment's identity and traditions. It looks at the legacy of
the 62nd in terms of its lasting impact on the British Army and its contributions to military history. It
will also consider the continued relevance of the regiment's story in contemporary discussions of
military heritage. This concluding section brings together the diverse threads of the 62nd's history,
emphasizing its enduring contribution to the military history of Britain.

Conclusion: The 62nd's Lasting Contribution to British Military
History

The 62nd (Wiltshire) Regiment of Foot left an indelible mark on British military history, participating in
significant conflicts and showcasing unwavering bravery and resilience. This ebook provides a
comprehensive account of its journey, from its formation to its eventual amalgamation, offering
valuable insights into the lives of the soldiers, their experiences, and the regiment's crucial role in
shaping British military history. Its story highlights not only the military achievements but also the
human element, offering a nuanced understanding of a pivotal period in British history.



FAQs

What battles did the 62nd Regiment of Foot participate in? The 62nd fought in numerous1.
battles, including those of the Seven Years’ War, the Napoleonic Wars (Alexandria and
Waterloo), and various colonial conflicts. Specific battles will be detailed in the ebook.

Where did the 62nd Regiment recruit its soldiers from? Primarily from Wiltshire and surrounding1.
counties in England.

What happened to the 62nd Regiment after the Napoleonic Wars? The regiment continued to1.
serve in various roles, including colonial service and peacekeeping operations, before eventual
amalgamation.

What kind of uniforms and equipment did the 62nd Regiment use? The uniforms and equipment1.
evolved throughout the regiment's history; the ebook will include detailed descriptions and
illustrations.

What were the living conditions like for soldiers in the 62nd Regiment? Conditions varied1.
throughout its history but were generally harsh, with challenges related to pay, training, and
living quarters.

What were the social backgrounds of the men who served in the 62nd? The regiment recruited1.
from various social backgrounds, though a significant portion likely came from rural areas of
Wiltshire.

What are the key sources used for this ebook? The research is based on regimental records,1.
personal accounts (letters, diaries), and contemporary historical sources.

How does the story of the 62nd contribute to British military history? The 62nd's consistent1.
participation in significant conflicts showcases its importance and contribution to British military
achievements.



Where can I find more information about the Wiltshire Regiment after the amalgamation?1.
Further research can be undertaken using resources focusing on the Wiltshire Regiment's post-
amalgamation history.

Related Articles:

The Seven Years' War and its Impact on British Military Strategy: An overview of the broader1.
context of the conflicts in which the 62nd participated.

British Infantry Tactics in the Napoleonic Era: A deeper dive into the tactical approaches1.
employed by regiments like the 62nd.

Life in the British Army During the 18th Century: A broader look at military life during the period1.
when the 62nd was formed.

The Role of the British Army in Colonial Expansion: An analysis of the British Empire's expansion1.
and the 62nd's role in it.

The Evolution of British Military Uniforms: A comprehensive study on changes in military attire.1.

Social History of Recruitment in the British Army: An examination of how soldiers were recruited1.
throughout various eras.

The Battle of Alexandria: A Turning Point in the Napoleonic Wars: A detailed analysis of one of1.
the significant battles the 62nd was involved in.

The Legacy of the Napoleonic Wars on British Society: A broader look at the impact of the1.



Napoleonic Wars on Britain.

The Amalgamation of British Regiments in the 19th Century: An analysis of the process of1.
combining British regiments, contextualizing the 62nd's experience.
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