7 string guitar scales

Book Concept: 7 String Guitar Scales: Unlock the
Extended Range

Book Description:

Unleash the sonic power of the seven-string guitar! Are you frustrated by the limitations of six strings,
yearning for deeper, richer tones and expanded musical expression? Do you struggle to navigate the
extended range of the 7-string, finding yourself lost in a sea of unfamiliar scales and modes? Do you
feel like you're missing out on a whole universe of musical possibilities?

Then this book is your key to unlocking the full potential of the seven-string guitar. Inside, you'll
discover a revolutionary approach to understanding and mastering 7-string guitar scales,
transforming your playing from frustrating to fluid, from limited to limitless.
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Chapter 1: Understanding the Extended Range: Navigating the added low B string, its impact on
harmony and rhythm.

Chapter 2: Fundamental 7-String Scales: Major, minor, harmonic minor, melodic minor, and their
variations - building a strong foundation.

Chapter 3: Modes of the 7-String: Exploring the diverse sonic landscapes of the various modes across
the extended range.

Chapter 4: Advanced Scale Techniques: Utilizing techniques like sweep picking, legato, and hybrid
picking to unlock fluent expression.

Chapter 5: Applying 7-String Scales in Music: Compositional applications, improvisation techniques,
and stylistic explorations.

Chapter 6: Building Your 7-String Vocabulary: Developing efficient practice routines and incorporating
scales into your playing.

Chapter 7: Exploring Different Genres with 7-String Scales: From djent to progressive metal to jazz
fusion.

Conclusion: Continuing your journey of 7-string mastery.
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to Extended Range Mastery

Introduction: The Allure of the Seven-String and its Unique Challenges

The seven-string guitar, with its added low B string, offers a captivating world of sonic possibilities,
appealing to players across various genres. This low B string expands the harmonic and melodic
palette, allowing for heavier riffs, deeper bass lines, and more complex chord voicings. However, this
extended range also presents unique challenges. Navigating the fretboard, understanding scale
relationships, and applying them effectively requires a systematic approach. This guide provides a
comprehensive exploration of 7-string guitar scales, equipping you with the knowledge and
techniques to master this powerful instrument.

Chapter 1: Understanding the Extended Range: Navigating the Added Low B String

The low B string is the defining feature of a 7-string guitar. It significantly impacts the feel and sound,
affecting both the rhythmic and harmonic elements of your playing. Understanding the impact of the
low B requires examining several key aspects:

Tuning: Standard 7-string tuning is B-E-A-D-G-B-e. This means you have a lower B than a standard 6-
string. The additional string expands the overall range.

Rhythmic Considerations: The low B can be used for powerful rhythmic patterns, creating a driving
foundation for heavier styles like djent or progressive metal. It adds depth and power that's
impossible on a six-string.

Harmonic Considerations: The low B opens up possibilities for lower-register harmony and basslines. It
introduces richer, fuller chords and allows for unique voicings.

Fretboard Navigation: Learning to quickly and accurately navigate the extended fretboard is crucial.
This involves developing finger exercises that incorporate the low B string.

Chapter 2: Fundamental 7-String Scales: Building a Strong Foundation

Mastering fundamental scales is the cornerstone of any guitarist’s skillset. The 7-string guitar requires
a solid understanding of these scales across its extended range. This chapter will cover:

Major Scales: Constructing major scales on the 7-string requires recognizing the pattern across the
added string. Practicing major scales in various positions will help you develop comfort and fluidity
across the fretboard.

Minor Scales (Natural, Harmonic, Melodic): Understanding the differences between natural, harmonic,
and melodic minor scales and their unique characteristics is vital for expressive playing. The low B
string adds a new dimension to the sound of these scales.

Pentatonic Scales: Pentatonic scales (major and minor) remain incredibly useful on the 7-string,
offering simplified melodic frameworks for improvisation and soloing.

Blues Scales: Blues scales, with their characteristic bent notes, offer a unique expressive quality on
the 7-string. The added low B string allows for new rhythmic and melodic possibilities.

Chapter 3: Modes of the 7-String: Exploring the Diverse Sonic Landscapes

Modes are variations of the diatonic scale, each possessing its own unique character and mood. On a
7-string, these modes offer even greater diversity:

lonian (Major): The major mode, bright and uplifting.



Dorian: Minor mode with a major 6th, creating a slightly jazzy feel.
Phrygian: Minor mode with a flat 2nd, exotic and somewhat melancholic.
Lydian: Major mode with a raised 4th, bright and ethereal.

Mixolydian: Major mode with a dominant 7th, bluesy and jazzy.

Aeolian (Natural Minor): The natural minor mode, somber and reflective.
Locrian: A dissonant mode often used sparingly for its unique sound.

Each mode's characteristic intervallic structure translates seamlessly onto the 7-string, offering an
even broader spectrum of expressive possibilities.

(Chapters 4, 5, 6, and 7 would follow a similar structure, delving deeply into advanced techniques,
compositional applications, practice routines, and genre-specific applications. Each chapter would be
around 200-300 words long, maintaining the comprehensive and detailed approach.)

Conclusion: Continuing Your Journey of 7-String Mastery

Mastering the 7-string guitar is a journey, not a destination. This guide provides a strong foundation
for your exploration of the extended range. By consistently practicing the scales and techniques
discussed here, you'll unlock the full potential of the instrument, enriching your musical expression
and creativity. Continue to explore new scales, modes, and techniques, and embrace the unique
challenges and rewards of this powerful instrument.

1. What tuning should | use for a 7-string guitar? Standard tuning is B-E-A-D-G-B-e.

2. Are 7-string scales significantly different from 6-string scales? The principles are the same, but
the added low B extends the range and offers new harmonic possibilities.

3. What genres benefit most from a 7-string guitar? Djent, progressive metal, metalcore, and
some jazz fusion styles utilize the 7-string extensively.

4. How can | improve my fretboard navigation on a 7-string? Practice scales and arpeggios across
the entire fretboard.

5. What are some good resources for learning 7-string scales beyond this book? Online lessons,
instructional DVDs, and experienced teachers.

6. Can | use the same scales on a 7-string as a 6-string? Yes, but the added low B adds more
possibilities.

7. lIs it difficult to transition from a 6-string to a 7-string? It takes time and practice, but with
dedication, it's achievable.

8. What type of amp is best for a 7-string guitar? Amps with a high headroom and clarity are
recommended.



9. What are some essential 7-string guitar exercises? Scale runs, arpeggios, and string skipping
exercises.

Related Articles:
1. 7 String Guitar Chords: Expanding Your Harmonic Vocabulary: Exploring extended chord
voicings and inversions.

2. 7 String Guitar Riffs: Crafting Powerful and Unique Melodies: Building compelling riffs using 7-
string scales.

3. 7 String Guitar Soloing Techniques: Advanced techniques for fluid and expressive solos.

4. 7 String Guitar Setup and Maintenance: Proper care for optimal performance.

5. Best 7 String Guitars for Beginners: A buyer's guide for aspiring 7-string players.

6. The History and Evolution of the 7 String Guitar: A look at the instrument's development.

7. 7 String Guitar Amplification: Finding the Perfect Sound: Choosing the ideal amplifier setup.

8. Comparing 6 String and 7 String Guitars: A Detailed Analysis: A side-by-side comparison of both
instruments.

9. 7 String Guitar Picking Techniques: Mastering Speed and Precision: Improving picking accuracy
and speed.
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