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Book Concept: 90 Minutes in Entebbe: A
Reckoning

Book Description:

Tick-tock. Every second counts. The world held its breath. A daring hijacking. Hostages
trapped. A desperate race against time. You've heard the headlines, seen the grainy
footage. But the full, gripping story of the Entebbe raid - the audacious Israeli rescue
mission that defied all odds - remains untold... until now.

Are you fascinated by history's most daring operations, but struggle to find accounts that
are both thrilling and meticulously researched? Do you crave a deep understanding of the
political complexities and human drama that unfolded during those tense 90 minutes? Do
you yearn for a narrative that goes beyond the headlines and explores the untold stories of
the hostages, the hijackers, and the commandos who risked everything?

Then look no further. "90 Minutes in Entebbe: A Reckoning" unveils the complete,
unforgettable story.

Book Title: 90 Minutes in Entebbe: A Reckoning
Author: [Your Name/Pen Name]
Contents:

Introduction: Setting the Stage - The Political Climate of 1976 and the Rise of Terrorist
Groups

Chapter 1: The Hijacking - A minute-by-minute account of the events aboard Air France
Flight 139.

Chapter 2: The Negotiations - A look at the high-stakes negotiations between the
hijackers, Uganda’s Idi Amin, and world governments.

Chapter 3: Operation Thunderbolt - An in-depth analysis of the planning and execution of
the Israeli raid, including the perspectives of the commandos involved.

Chapter 4: The Aftermath - Exploring the immediate and long-term consequences of the
raid, its impact on international relations, and the lives of those affected.

Chapter 5: Unseen Stories - Untold accounts from hostages, family members, and key
players previously unheard.

Epilogue: Lessons Learned - A reflection on the legacy of Entebbe and its continuing
relevance to counter-terrorism efforts.



90 Minutes in Entebbe: A Reckoning - A Deep
Dive into the Article Outline

This article will delve into each section of the proposed book, "90 Minutes in Entebbe: A
Reckoning," providing a detailed exploration of the content and research required for each
chapter.

1. Introduction: Setting the Stage - The Political
Climate of 1976 and the Rise of Terrorist Groups

SEO Keywords: Entebbe raid, 1976, Air France Flight 139, Idi Amin, Palestinian Liberation
Front, Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - External Operations, political
climate, 1970s terrorism.

The introduction must establish the historical context of the Entebbe hijacking. This
means exploring the global political climate of 1976. The rise of Palestinian terrorist
groups like the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - External Operations (PFLP-
EO) and their tactics, including airplane hijackings, needs detailed examination. The role
of Idi Amin's regime in Uganda, providing a haven for the hijackers, is crucial. The chapter
should analyze Amin's erratic rule, his support for terrorist groups, and his relationship
with the hijackers. It should also discuss the broader geopolitical tensions of the Cold War
and how they influenced the response to the crisis. The introduction should paint a vivid
picture of the world on the brink, setting the stage for the dramatic events to follow.

2. Chapter 1: The Hijacking - A minute-by-minute
account of the events aboard Air France Flight 139.

SEO Keywords: Air France Flight 139, hijacking, Entebbe Airport, hostage crisis, minute-
by-minute account, passenger experiences, PFLP-EO, Wilfried Bose, Brigitte Kuhlmann.

This chapter will reconstruct the hijacking in detail, focusing on the passenger and crew
experiences. It will use eyewitness accounts, transcripts, and official reports to provide a
minute-by-minute account of the ordeal. The chapter should highlight the terror and
uncertainty experienced by the hostages as the hijackers took control of the plane, the
initial demands, and the brutal reality of their captivity. It will introduce key figures like
the hijackers Wilfried Bose and Brigitte Kuhlmann, providing insights into their
motivations and actions. The chapter should build suspense and allow the reader to
emotionally connect with the hostages.

3. Chapter 2: The Negotiations - A look at the high-
stakes negotiations between the hijackers, Uganda’s Idi
Amin, and world governments.

SEO Keywords: Entebbe negotiations, Idi Amin, Israeli government, diplomatic pressure,
hostage negotiations, international response, Yitzhak Rabin, Shimon Peres.



This chapter will delve into the complex web of negotiations that unfolded during the
hostage crisis. It will examine the strategies and tactics employed by the hijackers, Idi
Amin, and various world governments, including the Israeli government led by Yitzhak
Rabin and Shimon Peres. The chapter will explore the diplomatic pressure, the conflicting
interests of different nations, and the moral dilemmas faced by those involved in the
negotiations. It will also address the political maneuvering, the risks, and the ultimate
failure of diplomatic solutions.

4. Chapter 3: Operation Thunderbolt - An in-depth
analysis of the planning and execution of the Israeli
raid, including the perspectives of the commandos
involved.

SEO Keywords: Operation Thunderbolt, Israeli Defence Forces, Sayeret Matkal,
commando raid, Entebbe raid planning, military operation, Jonathan Netanyahu, Yoni
Netanyahu, military strategy, successful rescue mission.

This chapter will provide an in-depth analysis of Operation Thunderbolt, the daring Israeli
raid to rescue the hostages. It will detail the planning process, the logistical challenges,
the risks involved, and the bravery of the commandos. It should include the perspectives
of the commandos who participated in the raid, particularly focusing on the leadership of
Lieutenant Colonel Yonatan "Yoni" Netanyahu. This section will analyze the military
strategy employed, the coordination between different units, and the execution of the raid,
minute by minute. It will also explore the unexpected challenges they faced on the ground.

5. Chapter 4: The Aftermath - Exploring the immediate
and long-term consequences of the raid, its impact on
international relations, and the lives of those affected.

SEO Keywords: Entebbe aftermath, consequences of the raid, international relations,
hostage release, casualties, Idi Amin reaction, long-term impact, psychological impact on
hostages.

The aftermath chapter will analyze the immediate and long-term consequences of the raid.
It will examine the immediate reaction of Idi Amin and the international community. It will
explore the emotional and psychological impact on the hostages, the families of the
victims, and the Israeli commandos involved. The chapter will also assess the raid's impact
on international relations, counter-terrorism strategies, and the global perception of
Israel. The chapter will also address the lasting legacy of Yoni Netanyahu and how his
sacrifice shaped the memory of the event.

6. Chapter 5: Unseen Stories - Untold accounts from
hostages, family members, and key players previously
unheard.



SEO Keywords: Entebbe survivor stories, untold stories, hostage perspectives, family
accounts, personal narratives, oral histories, human aspect, Entebbe raid.

This chapter will present a collection of personal accounts from hostages, family members
of both hostages and those involved in the raid, and other key players. These narratives
will add a human dimension to the historical event, providing insights not found in official
records or previous accounts. It will explore the emotional experiences of those directly
involved, offering a more nuanced understanding of the event. This section will rely
heavily on interviews, personal journals, and previously unpublished materials to construct
a compelling narrative.

7. Epilogue: Lessons Learned - A reflection on the
legacy of Entebbe and its continuing relevance to
counter-terrorism efforts.

SEO Keywords: Entebbe legacy, counter-terrorism, lessons learned, strategic implications,
future threats, risk assessment, hostage rescue, national security.

The epilogue will reflect on the long-term legacy of the Entebbe raid. It will discuss the
strategic implications of the event, both for Israel and for the global counter-terrorism
efforts. It will analyze the lessons learned from the operation, the challenges in dealing
with hostage situations, and the continuing relevance of Entebbe in the fight against
terrorism. It will examine how the raid impacted counterterrorism strategies and the
ongoing debate surrounding the use of force in hostage rescue operations.

FAQs:

1. What makes this book different from other accounts of the Entebbe raid? This book
combines meticulous research with compelling storytelling, offering both a detailed
factual account and the human drama through previously unseen personal accounts.

1. What is the target audience for this book? The book appeals to a wide audience,
including history buffs, military enthusiasts, those interested in political thrillers, and
anyone fascinated by tales of courage and resilience.

1. What kind of research went into writing this book? Extensive research involved
accessing archives, interviewing key figures, analyzing official documents, and
studying various primary and secondary sources.



1. How does the book handle the sensitive aspects of the event? The book tackles the
sensitive aspects with respect and sensitivity, aiming to provide a balanced and
accurate portrayal of the events.

1. Will the book delve into the psychological effects on the hostages? Yes, the book will
explore the psychological impact on hostages and other affected individuals.

1. What is the author’s perspective on the event? The author aims for an objective
account but will offer analysis and interpretation based on thorough research.

1. Is the book suitable for young adults? While suitable for mature young adults,
parental guidance may be beneficial for younger readers due to the mature themes.

1. What makes the Entebbe raid such a significant event in history? It was a daring and
successful rescue mission in a politically fraught environment, changing the
landscape of counterterrorism.

1. Where can I buy this ebook? [Insert link to your ebook seller].

Related Articles:

1. The Political Landscape of Uganda Under Idi Amin: Exploring Amin's rule and its
impact on the Entebbe crisis.

2. The Rise of Palestinian Terrorism in the 1970s: Examining the groups and their
tactics.

3. The Israeli Defence Forces: A History of Elite Units: Focus on Sayeret Matkal and
their role in Operation Thunderbolt.

4. Hostage Negotiation Tactics: A Case Study of Entebbe: Examining the strategies
employed and their effectiveness.



5. The Psychological Impact of Hostage Situations: Exploring the long-term effects on
survivors.

6. Counter-Terrorism Strategies: Lessons from Entebbe: Analyzing the raid's impact on
global counterterrorism efforts.

7. The Legacy of Yoni Netanyahu: Examining his leadership and impact on the
operation and Israel.

8. The Role of International Diplomacy in the Entebbe Crisis: Analyzing the diplomatic
efforts during the crisis.

9. The Aftermath of Operation Thunderbolt: A Global Perspective: Exploring the
geopolitical consequences of the raid.
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