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A Bold Stroke for a Wife: Summary & Deep Dive

Topic Description: "A Bold Stroke for a Wife" by Susanna Centlivre explores
the complexities of marriage, societal expectations, and the pursuit of
individual desires within the constraints of 18th-century England. The play's
significance lies in its witty satire of social conventions, its portrayal of
strong female characters who subvert expectations, and its exploration of
themes of love, deception, and financial independence. It remains relevant
today because it tackles timeless issues of gender roles, class disparities,
and the pursuit of happiness in the face of societal pressure. The enduring
appeal lies in its clever plot twists, memorable characters, and its enduring
commentary on the human condition.

Ebook Title: A Bold Stroke for a Wife: A Restoration Comedy Deconstructed
Outline:

Introduction: Background on Susanna Centlivre and the Restoration comedy
period, setting the scene for the play's context and themes.

Chapter 1: The Characters & Their Motivations: Detailed analysis of the key
characters (Colonel Feignwell, Anne Lovely, Don Antonio, etc.), exploring
their individual goals and the interrelationships driving the plot.

Chapter 2: The Plot & its Twists: A step-by-step breakdown of the play's
plot, highlighting its dramatic irony, surprising revelations, and the
skillful use of disgquise and deception.

Chapter 3: Satire & Social Commentary: Examination of the play's satirical
elements, particularly its critique of societal norms, marriage expectations,
and the roles of men and women in 18th-century society.

Chapter 4: Themes of Love, Money, and Independence: An in-depth analysis of
the play's central themes, emphasizing the interplay between love, financial
security, and individual autonomy, particularly for women.

Chapter 5: The Play's Legacy & Enduring Relevance: Discussion of the play's
lasting impact on theatre history and its continuing resonance with
contemporary audiences, connecting its themes to modern concerns.
Conclusion: Summary of key findings, emphasizing the play's enduring power
and its importance in the canon of Restoration comedy.

A Bold Stroke for a Wife: A Restoration Comedy
Deconstructed (Article)

Introduction: Unveiling Centlivre's Masterpiece

Susanna Centlivre, a pioneering female playwright of the Restoration period,



penned "A Bold Stroke for a Wife," a comedic masterpiece that deftly skewers
societal norms and explores themes of love, marriage, and female empowerment.
This insightful analysis dives deep into the play's intricacies, examining
its characters, plot, satire, and lasting legacy. Understanding its
historical context is crucial to appreciating its boldness and relevance to
contemporary audiences. Centlivre, writing at a time when female playwrights
were a rarity, cleverly subverted expectations and created a play that is
both entertaining and intellectually stimulating.

Chapter 1: The Characters & Their Motivations: A
Cast of Intriguing Individuals

The play's success hinges on its memorable characters, each driven by
distinct motivations that intertwine to create a captivating narrative.
Colonel Feignwell, the seemingly charming but ultimately cunning protagonist,
seeks financial security through marriage. His strategic manipulations and
calculated deceptions form the core of the plot. Anne Lovely, the intelligent
and independent heroine, initially seems naive but reveals her shrewdness as
the play unfolds. Her defiance of societal expectations and her determination
to secure her own happiness challenge the patriarchal structures of her time.
Don Antonio, the initially antagonistic character, evolves throughout the
play, showcasing a complexity that transcends simple villainous tropes. Other
characters, such as the foolish Sir George Airy and the scheming Lady
Frances, further enrich the play's satirical tapestry. The interplay between
these individuals' desires and conflicting ambitions fuels the play's comedic
energy and dramatic tension.

Chapter 2: The Plot & its Twists: A Masterclass 1in
Dramatic Irony

The plot of "A Bold Stroke for a Wife" is a marvel of intricate plotting and
unexpected twists. The use of disguises, mistaken identities, and cleverly
orchestrated encounters keeps the audience guessing. The play masterfully
employs dramatic irony, allowing the audience to be privy to information that
the characters lack, heightening the comedic effect. Colonel Feignwell's
elaborate scheme to marry Anne Lovely for her fortune is skillfully executed,
filled with moments of suspense and comedic relief. The revelations that
unfold as the plot unravels are both surprising and satisfying, leaving the
audience with a sense of resolution and a renewed appreciation for the play's
clever construction. The pacing of the plot is expertly managed, ensuring
that the play maintains a brisk tempo and avoids any lulls in the action.

Chapter 3: Satire & Social Commentary: A Mirror to
18th-Century Society

Centlivre's satirical genius is evident throughout the play. "A Bold Stroke
for a Wife" serves as a biting commentary on the social conventions and



hypocrisies of 18th-century England. The play satirizes the pursuit of wealth
and status, the superficiality of high society, and the double standards
applied to men and women. The characters' actions and dialogues reveal the
absurdity of societal expectations and the constraints placed upon women in
particular. The play's wit and humor serve to highlight these societal flaws,
making the critique both engaging and thought-provoking. By exposing the
hypocrisy and absurdity of the social order, Centlivre subtly challenges the
audience to reconsider their own values and beliefs.

Chapter 4: Themes of Love, Money, and Independence:
A Tripartite Exploration

The play explores the complex interplay between love, money, and
independence, particularly within the context of marriage. Anne Lovely's
quest for financial security is not merely driven by materialistic desires
but also by a desire for autonomy and self-determination. The play suggests
that true love cannot flourish without a degree of financial independence.
Colonel Feignwell's initial pursuit of Anne for her fortune eventually
evolves into a genuine affection, highlighting the potential for genuine
connection even within a scheme built on deception. The play’s exploration of
these intertwined themes resonates with contemporary audiences who continue
to grapple with the complexities of relationships and the pursuit of personal
fulfillment.

Chapter 5: The Play's Legacy & Enduring Relevance: A
Timeless Commentary

"A Bold Stroke for a Wife" holds a significant place in the history of
Restoration comedy and continues to resonate with audiences today. Its clever
plot, memorable characters, and insightful social commentary ensure its
enduring appeal. The play's themes of female empowerment, the pursuit of
happiness, and the complexities of human relationships remain timeless.
Centlivre's bold portrayal of a strong female character who actively shapes
her own destiny challenges traditional gender roles and continues to inspire.
The play's witty dialogue and comedic timing make it a delight to read and
watch, ensuring its continued relevance in the theatrical world. The play's
lasting impact demonstrates the enduring power of literature to reflect and
critique societal norms across centuries.

Conclusion: A Bold Stroke That Still Resonates

"A Bold Stroke for a Wife" stands as a testament to Centlivre's exceptional
talent and her forward-thinking approach to storytelling. The play's enduring
appeal lies in its clever plot, memorable characters, and its timeless
exploration of human relationships and social dynamics. Its satirical wit and
insightful commentary on societal norms continue to engage and challenge
audiences today. Centlivre's contribution to the canon of Restoration comedy



remains significant, and her play serves as a powerful reminder of the
enduring power of literature to reflect and shape our understanding of the
world.

FAQs

1. What is the historical context of "A Bold Stroke for a Wife"? The play
was written during the Restoration period in England, a time of
significant social and political change after the Puritan Interregnum.

1. What are the main themes of the play? The main themes are love, money,
marriage, social class, gender roles, and the pursuit of individual
happiness.

1. Who are the main characters? The main characters include Colonel
Feignwell, Anne Lovely, Don Antonio, Sir George Airy, and Lady Frances.

1. What makes the play's plot so compelling? The plot features clever
disguises, mistaken identities, and surprising twists that keep the
audience engaged.

1. How does the play satirize 18th-century society? The play satirizes the
social conventions, hypocrisy, and pursuit of wealth and status within
high society.

1. What is the significance of Anne Lovely's character? Anne Lovely is a
strong female character who subverts societal expectations and actively
shapes her own destiny.

1. What is the play's lasting legacy? The play's enduring appeal lies in
its witty dialogue, memorable characters, and timeless themes that
continue to resonate with modern audiences.



1. How does the play relate to modern concerns? The play's themes of
financial independence, gender equality, and the pursuit of happiness
are still highly relevant today.

1. Where can I find a copy of the play? "A Bold Stroke for a Wife" is
available in many editions, both online and in print.

Related Articles:

1. Susanna Centlivre: A Pioneer of Restoration Comedy: A biographical
overview of Centlivre's life and career.

1. Restoration Comedy: A Historical Overview: An exploration of the key
characteristics and themes of Restoration comedy.

1. Female Characters in Restoration Comedy: An analysis of female
representation in plays of the era, focusing on Centlivre's unique
contributions.

1. The Role of Deception in "A Bold Stroke for a Wife": A detailed
examination of the use of disguise and deception in the play.

1. Love and Marriage in 18th-Century England: A look at the societal
expectations surrounding love and marriage during that period.

1. Social Class and Status in "A Bold Stroke for a Wife": Analysis of how
social class shapes the characters' motivations and actions.



1. Financial Independence and Women in the 18th Century: Exploration of
women's economic realities and the limitations they faced.

1. The Use of Satire in 18th-Century Literature: A broader analysis of
satirical techniques employed by writers of the era.

1. Comparing "A Bold Stroke for a Wife" to Other Restoration Comedies: A
comparative analysis, exploring Centlivre's unique style and
contributions to the genre.

Additional Resources

BOLD Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of BOLD is fearless before danger : intrepid. How to use bold in
a sentence.

The Bold and the Beautiful Spoilers, this week sneak peek ...

1 day ago - This week on The Bold and the Beautiful Hope, Liam, and his
bottle of medication on The Bold and the Beautiful | Image: CBS On The Bold
and the Beautiful this week, Liam’s ..

BOLD | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
BOLD definition: 1. not frightened of danger: 2. strong in colour or shape,
and very noticeable to the eye: 3... Learn more.

Bold - definiti ¢ bold by The E Dicti

1. not hesitating or fearful in the face of danger; courageous. 2. scorning
or ignoring the rules of propriety; forward; impudent. 3. requiring
courage and daring: bold deeds. 4. beyond the usual ..

ROLD definition in Amers English | Collins English Dicti

Someone who is bold is not afraid to do things that involve risk or danger.
Amrita becomes a bold, daring rebel. In 1960 this was a bold move.

What does bold mean? - Definitions.net

Bold is an adjective that describes something or someone as strong,
prominent, or vivid in appearance or style. It can also refer to a person or
action showing confidence, courage, or a ..



BOLD Definition & Meaning | Dicti

Bold definition: not hesitating or fearful in the face of actual or possible
danger or rebuff; courageous and daring.. See examples of BOLD used in a
sentence.

BOLD Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of BOLD is fearless before danger : intrepid. How to use bold in
a sentence.

The Bold and the Beautiful Spoilers, this week sneak peek ...

1 day ago - This week on The Bold and the Beautiful Hope, Liam, and his
bottle of medication on The Bold and the Beautiful | Image: CBS On The Bold
and the Beautiful this week, Liam’s (Scott ..

BOLD | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
BOLD definition: 1. not frightened of danger: 2. strong in colour or shape,
and very noticeable to the eye: 3... Learn more.

Bold - definition of bold by The Free Dictionary

1. not hesitating or fearful in the face of danger; courageous. 2. scorning
or ignoring the rules of propriety; forward; impudent. 3. requiring
courage and daring: bold deeds. 4. beyond the usual ..

BOLD definition in American English | Collins English Dictionary
Someone who is bold is not afraid to do things that involve risk or danger.
Amrita becomes a bold, daring rebel. In 1960 this was a bold move.

What does bold mean? - Definitions.net

Bold is an adjective that describes something or someone as strong,
prominent, or vivid in appearance or style. It can also refer to a person or
action showing confidence, courage, or a ..

BOLD Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Bold definition: not hesitating or fearful in the face of actual or possible

danger or rebuff; courageous and daring.. See examples of BOLD used in a
sentence.

A Bold Stroke For A Wife Summary

A Bold Stroke For A Wife Summary


https://comparisons.wiki/abe-08/a-bold-stroke-for-a-wife-summary.pdf

Related Articles

e a child of a crackhead

e a better man louise penny summary
¢ a bugs life cars

Back to Home


https://comparisons.wiki/abe-08/a-child-of-a-crackhead.pdf
https://comparisons.wiki/abe-08/a-better-man-louise-penny-summary.pdf
https://comparisons.wiki/abe-08/a-bugs-life-cars.pdf
https://comparisons.wiki

