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Book Concept: A Critique of Utilitarianism

Title: A Critique of Utilitarianism: Beyond the Greatest Good for the Greatest Number

Logline: A gripping philosophical thriller that unravels the complexities of utilitarianism through a
compelling narrative, exposing its flaws and limitations while exploring alternative ethical
frameworks.

Storyline/Structure:

The book will weave together two narratives:

The Philosophical Narrative: This acts as the backbone, systematically dismantling the core1.
tenets of utilitarianism through clear explanations, real-world examples, and thought
experiments. Each chapter will address a specific weakness or paradox within the theory.

The Fictional Narrative: A contemporary thriller centered around a team of ethical hackers1.
who use utilitarian principles to justify their actions. Their successes and failures will highlight
the practical and moral dilemmas inherent in applying utilitarian ethics, mirroring the points
made in the philosophical narrative. The story will culminate in a critical choice where the
team must confront the limitations of their chosen ethical framework.

Ebook Description:

Is maximizing happiness always the right thing to do? Think again. For centuries, utilitarianism—the
belief that the best action is the one that maximizes overall happiness—has dominated ethical
discussions. But what happens when pursuing the "greatest good" leads to devastating
consequences for individuals?

Are you grappling with ethical dilemmas in your personal or professional life? Do you feel uneasy
about the potential for injustice within utilitarian calculations? Are you seeking a deeper
understanding of ethical frameworks beyond simple pleasure-pain calculations?

Then A Critique of Utilitarianism: Beyond the Greatest Good for the Greatest Number is the book for
you.

Author: Dr. Eleanor Vance (fictional author name)



Contents:

Introduction: The Allure and Allure of Utilitarianism: Exploring its historical context and initial
appeal.
Chapter 1: The Problem of Measurement: Quantifying happiness and its inherent subjectivity.
Chapter 2: The Tyranny of the Majority: Examining the potential for injustice and the rights of
minorities.
Chapter 3: The Demandingness Objection: How utilitarian principles can lead to overly demanding
and unrealistic expectations.
Chapter 4: The Problem of Injustice: Utilitarianism and the sacrifice of individuals for the greater
good.
Chapter 5: Alternative Ethical Frameworks: Exploring deontology, virtue ethics, and other
approaches.
Conclusion: Finding Ethical Ground in a Complex World: A synthesis of the arguments and a call for
nuanced ethical reasoning.

---

A Critique of Utilitarianism: A Deep Dive into the
Chapters

This article will expand on the book's outline, providing a more detailed exploration of each
chapter's content.

Introduction: The Allure and Allure of Utilitarianism

This introductory chapter will establish the historical context of utilitarianism, tracing its
development from Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill to its contemporary interpretations. It will
highlight the initial appeal of the theory—its seemingly straightforward and intuitive approach to
ethical decision-making—while subtly introducing the critical questions that will be explored in
subsequent chapters. Key concepts like “greatest happiness principle” and “consequentialism” will
be defined and explained. The introduction will end by presenting a brief overview of the book's
structure and argumentative trajectory.

SEO Keywords: Utilitarianism, Jeremy Bentham, John Stuart Mill, consequentialism, greatest
happiness principle, ethical theory, introduction to utilitarianism, history of utilitarianism

Chapter 1: The Problem of Measurement: Quantifying Happiness and its Inherent Subjectivity

This chapter tackles the fundamental challenge of measuring happiness. It will explore the
subjective nature of happiness, arguing that there is no universally accepted metric for quantifying
it. The chapter will delve into the inherent difficulties of comparing different people's levels of
happiness, considering factors like cultural differences, individual preferences, and the complexity
of human emotions. It will also analyze attempts to create quantitative measures of happiness (e.g.,
hedonic calculus) and expose their limitations. Finally, it will examine how the inability to accurately
measure happiness undermines the very foundation of utilitarianism.



SEO Keywords: Hedonic calculus, measuring happiness, subjective well-being, happiness
measurement, quantitative ethics, limitations of utilitarianism, ethical dilemmas, utilitarianism
critique

Chapter 2: The Tyranny of the Majority: Examining the Potential for Injustice and the Rights of
Minorities

This chapter focuses on the potential for injustice within utilitarian frameworks. It will illustrate how
maximizing overall happiness can lead to the oppression or marginalization of minorities, even if the
overall sum of happiness is increased. Examples will be drawn from both historical and
contemporary contexts, such as sacrificing individual rights for the sake of societal stability or
prioritizing the needs of a large group over the needs of a smaller, less powerful one. The chapter
will argue that utilitarianism, in its purest form, can fail to adequately protect the rights and
interests of individuals and vulnerable groups.

SEO Keywords: Utilitarianism and justice, minority rights, tyranny of the majority, ethical injustice,
social justice, utilitarianism flaws, moral philosophy, ethical challenges

Chapter 3: The Demandingness Objection: How Utilitarian Principles Can Lead to Overly Demanding
and Unrealistic Expectations

This chapter explores the "demandingness objection," which argues that utilitarianism imposes
excessively high moral demands on individuals. It will analyze how consistent application of
utilitarian principles could require individuals to constantly sacrifice their own interests and well-
being for the sake of maximizing overall happiness. The chapter will illustrate this point with real-
world examples, demonstrating the impracticality and potentially destructive nature of such an
ethically demanding approach to life. It will also address potential responses to this objection and
their limitations.

SEO Keywords: Demandingness objection, utilitarianism and self-interest, moral obligations,
unrealistic ethical expectations, ethical demands, practical ethics, ethical theory

Chapter 4: The Problem of Injustice: Utilitarianism and the Sacrifice of Individuals for the Greater
Good

This chapter delves deeper into the problem of sacrificing individuals for the greater good, a central
critique of utilitarianism. It will analyze situations where a utilitarian calculus might justify actions
that are intuitively considered deeply unjust, such as sacrificing one person to save many. The
chapter will discuss the implications of such sacrifices for the concept of individual rights and moral
responsibility. It will examine different interpretations of utilitarianism and their capacity to address
this critique.

SEO Keywords: Utilitarianism and sacrifice, individual rights, moral responsibility, ethical dilemmas,
consequentialism critique, philosophical ethics, applied ethics

Chapter 5: Alternative Ethical Frameworks: Exploring Deontology, Virtue Ethics, and Other
Approaches



Having critiqued utilitarianism, this chapter will explore alternative ethical frameworks that offer
different approaches to moral decision-making. It will introduce deontology (emphasizing duty and
rules), virtue ethics (focusing on character and moral virtues), and other relevant ethical theories.
The chapter will compare and contrast these approaches with utilitarianism, highlighting their
strengths and weaknesses, and exploring how they address the challenges raised in previous
chapters.

SEO Keywords: Deontology, virtue ethics, ethical frameworks, comparative ethics, ethical theories,
alternatives to utilitarianism, Kant, Aristotle

Conclusion: Finding Ethical Ground in a Complex World: A Synthesis of the Arguments and a Call for
Nuanced Ethical Reasoning

The conclusion will synthesize the arguments presented throughout the book, summarizing the key
critiques of utilitarianism and highlighting the strengths of alternative approaches. It will emphasize
the importance of nuanced ethical reasoning, recognizing the complexities of moral decision-making
and avoiding simplistic solutions. The conclusion will advocate for a more holistic and context-
sensitive approach to ethics, one that acknowledges the value of both individual rights and collective
well-being.

SEO Keywords: Conclusion, summary, ethical reasoning, moral decision-making, applied ethics,
utilitarianism critique, ethical framework

---

FAQs:

What is the central argument of the book? The book argues that utilitarianism, while initially1.
appealing, suffers from significant flaws that can lead to injustice and impracticality.

Who is the target audience? The book is intended for a broad audience, including students,1.
academics, and anyone interested in ethics and moral philosophy.

Does the book offer alternatives to utilitarianism? Yes, the book explores deontology, virtue1.
ethics, and other ethical frameworks.

What kind of writing style is used? The book uses a clear, accessible style, combining1.
philosophical analysis with a compelling narrative.



Is the book suitable for beginners in philosophy? Yes, the book is written to be accessible to1.
readers with little or no prior knowledge of philosophy.

How does the fictional narrative enhance the philosophical arguments? The fictional narrative1.
illustrates the practical implications and challenges of applying utilitarian principles.

What are the key weaknesses of utilitarianism discussed in the book? The book addresses the1.
problems of measurement, the tyranny of the majority, the demandingness objection, and the
sacrifice of individuals.

What makes this book different from other critiques of utilitarianism? The unique combination1.
of philosophical analysis and fictional narrative makes this book engaging and insightful.

Where can I buy the book? The book will be available as an ebook on major online retailers.1.

---

Related Articles:

The Limits of Consequentialism: Explores the broader limitations of ethical theories that focus1.
solely on outcomes.

Utilitarianism and Animal Rights: Examines the application of utilitarianism to ethical1.
questions about animal welfare.

The Trolley Problem and Utilitarian Ethics: Discusses a classic thought experiment that1.
highlights the challenges of utilitarian decision-making.



Deontology vs. Utilitarianism: A Comparative Analysis: Provides a detailed comparison of two1.
major ethical frameworks.

Virtue Ethics and the Pursuit of the Good Life: Explores the central tenets of virtue ethics and1.
its implications for moral decision-making.

Utilitarianism and Environmental Ethics: Examines the role of utilitarianism in environmental1.
debates.

The Demandingness Objection: A Critical Examination: A deeper dive into the demandingness1.
objection to utilitarianism.

Utilitarianism and Public Policy: Discusses the practical applications of utilitarianism in the1.
formulation of public policy.

Beyond Utilitarianism: Exploring Emerging Ethical Frameworks: Explores newer ethical1.
approaches, moving beyond classic utilitarianism and deontology.
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