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This ebook explores the enduring appeal and symbolic power of the phrase "a diamond as
big as the Ritz," originating from F. Scott Fitzgerald's short story. It delves beyond the
surface meaning of extravagant wealth and explores the themes of greed, materialism, and
the corrupting influence of immense riches, examining their impact on individuals, society,
and the human spirit. The book analyzes Fitzgerald's work within the context of the Jazz
Age, exploring the societal anxieties and aspirations reflected in the story's central
metaphor. Furthermore, it connects Fitzgerald's imagery to contemporary issues of wealth
inequality, consumerism, and the pursuit of the American Dream, offering a timeless and
relevant perspective on human nature and the societal consequences of unchecked
ambition. This ebook will appeal to readers interested in American literature, social
commentary, the psychology of wealth, and the enduring power of literary symbolism.
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Introduction: The Origin and Enduring Legacy of Fitzgerald’s Metaphor

F. Scott Fitzgerald's short story, "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz," published in 1922,
introduced a phrase that has become synonymous with extravagant wealth and outlandish
excess. The image of a diamond the size of a luxury hotel, the Ritz-Carlton, encapsulates
the dizzying opulence and unbridled materialism characteristic of the Jazz Age. But the
story transcends mere description of wealth; it serves as a cautionary tale about the
destructive power of greed, the corrupting influence of limitless resources, and the
ultimate futility of chasing material possessions. This essay will explore the multifaceted
layers of meaning embedded within Fitzgerald's powerful metaphor, examining its
historical context and its enduring relevance in the 21st century.



Chapter 1: Fitzgerald’s Jazz Age: Contextualizing Wealth and Excess

The roaring twenties, a period of unprecedented economic prosperity and social change in
the United States, provided the fertile ground for Fitzgerald's evocative imagery. Post-
World War I, America experienced a surge in industrial production, leading to a dramatic
increase in wealth and consumerism. The Jazz Age, characterized by its flamboyant
parties, flapper culture, and a sense of liberation, also witnessed a widening gap between
the rich and the poor. Fitzgerald, himself experiencing both the highs and lows of wealth,
captured the zeitgeist of this era with acute sensitivity. His characters often embody the
contradictions of the era: dazzling wealth juxtaposed with moral emptiness, extravagant
lifestyles masking deep-seated anxieties. The "diamond as big as the Ritz" serves as a
potent symbol of this era's excesses, highlighting the allure and the peril of unrestrained
materialism.

Chapter 2: The Story’s Narrative and Symbolic Analysis: Greed, Deception, and Karma

The narrative structure of Fitzgerald's story is deceptively simple. It follows the journey of
John Unger, who stumbles upon the hidden wealth of the immense diamond and the
subsequent consequences. However, the deceptively simple plot is layered with potent
symbolism. The diamond itself represents unchecked greed and the intoxicating power of
limitless wealth. The colossal size, dwarfing even the grandeur of the Ritz-Carlton,
emphasizes the grotesque scale of the K. and J. Braddock's accumulated wealth. Their
absolute power and control, gained through the exploitation of others, eventually leads to
their destruction, reflecting a karmic retribution for their unethical actions. The story’s
ending, though somewhat ambiguous, suggests that such unchecked power always carries
a price. The inherent danger of wealth, its potential for corruption and ultimately, its
fleeting nature, forms the core of Fitzgerald's allegorical narrative.

Chapter 3: The Psychology of Wealth: Examining the Characters’ Motivations

The characters in "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz" illustrate diverse psychological
responses to wealth. The Braddocks' obsession with their diamond reveals a deep-seated
insecurity and a desperate need to maintain their control. Their cruelty stems from a fear
of losing their privileged position. John Unger, on the other hand, is initially captivated by
the allure of wealth but ultimately realizes the destructive nature of the Braddocks’
obsession. His journey represents a moral awakening, highlighting the importance of
ethical considerations over material gain. Fitzgerald masterfully portrays the complexities
of human nature, exposing the vulnerabilities and motivations that drive individuals in the
face of immense wealth. The story implicitly suggests that absolute power corrupts
absolutely and that the pursuit of wealth, without ethical boundaries, leads to profound
moral decay.

Chapter 4: The Social Commentary: Wealth Inequality and the American Dream

Beyond the individual psychological explorations, "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz" serves
as a potent social commentary on wealth inequality and the American Dream. The story
satirizes the unchecked capitalism and the ruthless pursuit of wealth that characterized
the Jazz Age, a period that simultaneously witnessed unprecedented prosperity and stark



economic disparity. The Braddocks' wealth is not earned through honest labor but rather
through exploitation and manipulation, highlighting the dark underbelly of the American
Dream's pursuit. Fitzgerald subtly critiques the system that allows such grotesque
accumulation of wealth while neglecting the plight of the less fortunate. The story’s
lingering impact lies in its unflinching depiction of a society where the pursuit of wealth
often overshadows ethical considerations and social responsibility.

Chapter 5: Contemporary Relevance: Echoes of Fitzgerald’s Themes in the 21st Century

The themes explored in "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz" remain strikingly relevant in the
21st century. The widening gap between the wealthy elite and the growing middle class
mirrors the social disparities of the Jazz Age. The story's warnings against unchecked
greed and the corrupting influence of wealth resonate in the contemporary context of
corporate scandals, financial crises, and the relentless pursuit of material success.
Fitzgerald's metaphor continues to serve as a stark reminder of the potential dangers of
unbridled capitalism and the need for ethical responsibility in the pursuit of wealth. The
enduring power of the story lies in its ability to transcend its historical context and speak
to the timeless anxieties of human nature and the inherent challenges of a society
grappling with wealth inequality.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of the Metaphor and Its Ongoing Relevance

"A diamond as big as the Ritz" is more than just a phrase; it is a potent metaphor that
encapsulates the complexities of wealth, power, and human nature. Fitzgerald's insightful
exploration of these themes, embedded within a captivating narrative, continues to
resonate with readers across generations. The story's enduring legacy lies in its ability to
spark conversations about ethical responsibility, social justice, and the enduring allure
and perilous consequences of the relentless pursuit of material wealth. It serves as a
timeless reminder of the importance of balancing material ambition with moral integrity.

FAQs:

1. What is the significance of the Ritz-Carlton in Fitzgerald's story? It represents the
pinnacle of luxury and opulence, providing a scale for the unimaginable size and
value of the diamond.

1. What is the central theme of "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz"? The story explores
the destructive power of greed, the corrupting influence of wealth, and the ultimately
futile nature of the pursuit of material possessions.

1. How does the story reflect the Jazz Age? It captures the excesses and contradictions



of the era, depicting both the allure and the dangers of unchecked wealth and
consumerism.

1. What is the symbolic meaning of the diamond? The diamond represents unchecked
greed, immense power, and the ultimate futility of material obsessions.

1. What happens to the characters in the story? The story shows the negative
consequences of greed and the ultimate destruction caused by unchecked wealth and
power.

1. How is the story relevant today? The themes of wealth inequality, the corrupting
influence of power, and the pursuit of material success remain highly relevant in the
21st century.

1. What is the style of Fitzgerald's writing in this story? Fitzgerald employs his
signature style of sharp wit, evocative imagery, and social commentary.

1. What is the overall tone of the story? The tone is darkly satirical, highlighting the
absurdity and moral decay resulting from unchecked ambition.

1. What type of reader would enjoy this ebook? Readers interested in American
literature, social commentary, and the psychology of wealth will find this ebook
engaging and thought-provoking.

Related Articles:

1. The Roaring Twenties: A Social and Economic Overview: An exploration of the
historical context of Fitzgerald's story.

2. F. Scott Fitzgerald's Literary Style and Techniques: A deep dive into Fitzgerald's
writing techniques as displayed in this story.



3. The American Dream: Then and Now: A comparative analysis of the American Dream
across different eras.

4. Wealth Inequality in the 21st Century: A discussion of contemporary wealth
distribution and its implications.

5. The Psychology of Greed: A Case Study of Fitzgerald's Characters: A psychological
analysis of the characters' motivations.

6. Symbolism in F. Scott Fitzgerald's Short Stories: A broader look at the use of
symbolism in Fitzgerald's works.

7. The Moral Ambiguity of Fitzgerald's Narratives: An exploration of the moral
complexities presented in his stories.

8. The Legacy of F. Scott Fitzgerald: A discussion of Fitzgerald's enduring influence on
American literature.

9. Satire in American Literature: An analysis of satire's role in critiquing social and
political issues.
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