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Book Concept: A Floating Chinaman: Fantasy and Failure Across
the Pacific

Logline: A sweeping historical fiction saga following the intertwined destinies of a Chinese immigrant
family across the Pacific, their dreams of a new life in America clashing brutally with the harsh realities of
prejudice, exploitation, and the elusive nature of the "American Dream."

Storyline/Structure:

The novel will utilize a multi-generational narrative, weaving together the stories of three generations of
the Chan family. It begins with Ah Sing, a young man fleeing poverty and turmoil in late 19th-century
China, embarking on a perilous journey across the Pacific. His experiences aboard a crowded "floating
coffin" – a term often used to describe the overcrowded, unsanitary ships carrying Chinese immigrants –
will form the first act. The second act follows his struggles to establish himself in San Francisco, facing
rampant racism and economic hardship. The third act shifts to his son, born in America, grappling with a
dual identity and the legacy of his father's struggles. The final act focuses on his granddaughter, a successful
businesswoman navigating the complexities of modern America while still grappling with the lingering
effects of her family's history. Each generation's story will highlight the evolving nature of Chinese
immigration to America, touching upon themes of assimilation, identity, perseverance, and the ever-
present shadow of the past. The title's "fantasy" element reflects the idealized vision of America held by
many immigrants, contrasted sharply with the "failure" experienced by many who faced discrimination
and hardship. The book will utilize historical research to ground the fictional narrative, offering a nuanced
and engaging exploration of this often-overlooked chapter of American history.

Ebook Description:

Escape the mundane and dive into a saga of dreams, defiance, and devastating realities. Are you tired of
predictable stories? Do you crave a historical fiction novel that's both captivating and insightful, exploring
themes of immigration, racism, and the enduring power of family? Then prepare to be transported.

For too long, the stories of Chinese immigrants have been marginalized, their struggles relegated to the
footnotes of history. This book changes that. It challenges the romanticized view of the "American Dream"
and confronts the harsh truths of prejudice and systemic injustice. If you're looking for a deeply moving
and unforgettable narrative that stays with you long after the final page, then this is the book for you.



Title: A Floating Chinaman: Fantasy and Failure Across the Pacific

Author: [Your Name]

Contents:

Introduction: Setting the historical and social context of Chinese immigration to the United States.
Chapter 1: The Journey: Ah Sing's harrowing voyage from China to America.
Chapter 2: The Struggle: Life in San Francisco during the height of anti-Chinese sentiment.
Chapter 3: The Legacy: Ah Sing's son navigates his dual identity in a changing America.
Chapter 4: The Inheritance: The granddaughter's modern-day struggles and the lasting impact of her
family's history.
Conclusion: Reflecting on the enduring legacy of Chinese immigration and the ongoing quest for the
American Dream.

Article: A Floating Chinaman: Fantasy and Failure Across the
Pacific – A Deep Dive

Introduction: Setting the Historical and Social Context of Chinese Immigration to the United States1.

The Genesis of a Diaspora: Understanding the Push and Pull Factors of
Chinese Emigration

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed a significant wave of Chinese emigration to the United
States, driven by a complex interplay of factors in both China and America. In China, the Taiping Rebellion,
widespread poverty, famine, and political instability created a desperate environment pushing many to
seek better lives elsewhere. The allure of the "Gold Mountain" – America – promised untold riches and
opportunity, fueled by exaggerated tales of wealth and prosperity spread through letters and word-of-
mouth.

However, the reality often fell far short of the fantasy. America, despite its promise of land of opportunity,
met Chinese immigrants with a wave of anti-Chinese sentiment. Fueled by racism, economic anxieties, and
nativist ideologies, the United States implemented discriminatory laws and policies designed to restrict
Chinese immigration and limit their opportunities. The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, for instance, marked
a low point, effectively barring Chinese laborers from entering the country for decades. This act, along
with other discriminatory measures, created a deeply hostile environment for Chinese immigrants, shaping



their experiences and their descendants' lives for generations to come.

The "Floating Coffins": A Perilous Journey Across the Pacific

The journey itself was often as perilous as the life that awaited immigrants in America. Many embarked on
overcrowded and unsanitary ships, known as "floating coffins," enduring cramped conditions, disease, and
the constant threat of death. These voyages often lasted months, exposing passengers to disease and
deprivation. The human cost of this journey is often overlooked, yet it played a crucial role in shaping the
resilience and determination of those who survived.

Understanding this historical context is essential to appreciating the complexities of the immigrant
experience depicted in "A Floating Chinaman: Fantasy and Failure Across the Pacific." It provides the
backdrop against which the individual stories of the Chan family unfold, highlighting the systemic
challenges they faced and the strength they found in their community and family bonds.

Chapter 1: The Journey: Ah Sing's Harrowing Voyage from China to America1.

Embarking on the Uncertain: The Decision to Leave and the Gathering of
Provisions

Ah Sing's decision to leave China is born from desperation, not choice. Poverty and famine grip his village,
leaving him with little hope for a future. He hears whispers of opportunity in America, the "Gold
Mountain," a land where even the poorest can find fortune. The chapter details his preparations, the selling
of his few possessions, and the emotional farewell to his family, a poignant moment that sets the stage for
his journey.

The Crucible of the Sea: Life Aboard the "Floating Coffin"

The voyage itself is depicted realistically, showcasing the brutal conditions aboard the overcrowded ship.
Disease runs rampant, death is a constant companion, and the lack of sanitation and food creates a hellish
environment. Ah Sing's encounters with fellow passengers—from the hopeful to the despairing—reveal a
microcosm of the immigrant experience, highlighting the shared struggles and the resilience of the human
spirit in the face of adversity.



Arrival and First Impressions: The Clash Between Fantasy and Reality

The arrival in America is not the triumphant moment one might expect. The chapter contrasts the
idealized vision of America with the grim reality of the immigrant experience. Ah Sing's first impressions
of San Francisco – the bustling city teeming with both opportunity and prejudice – set the stage for the
challenges he will face in the next stages of his life. The physical and emotional toll of the journey leaves
him vulnerable, yet determined to build a better future for himself and his potential family.

Chapter 2: The Struggle: Life in San Francisco During the Height of Anti-Chinese Sentiment1.

The Golden Gate's Shadow: Confronting Racism and Xenophobia

San Francisco, during this period, is a city divided. While it promises opportunity, it is also a hotbed of anti-
Chinese sentiment. The chapter depicts the everyday racism faced by Ah Sing, from subtle discrimination
to overt violence. This section explores the legal and social mechanisms used to exclude and oppress
Chinese immigrants, including discriminatory laws and the formation of anti-Chinese vigilante groups. Ah
Sing navigates a complex social landscape, experiencing both kindness and brutality, highlighting the
resilience needed to survive in such a hostile environment.

Economic Hardship and the Search for Stability: The Grind of Survival

Ah Sing's struggle for economic stability is central to this chapter. He finds work in arduous and low-
paying jobs, facing exploitation and unfair treatment. The chapter explores the challenges of finding
housing, establishing a foothold in a new society, and overcoming the barriers created by language and
cultural differences. His experiences exemplify the hardship many Chinese immigrants faced in their
attempts to build a life in America.

Building Community: Finding Strength in Unity

Despite the pervasive racism, Ah Sing finds strength and support within the Chinese community. He
builds relationships with fellow immigrants, finding solace and assistance in shared experiences and cultural
practices. This section explores the vital role of community in helping immigrants navigate the challenges



of life in a foreign land. The chapter highlights how cultural practices and traditions served as a lifeline,
providing a sense of belonging and sustaining hope in the face of adversity.

Chapter 3: The Legacy: Ah Sing's Son Navigates His Dual Identity in a Changing America1.

A Second-Generation Struggle: Navigating Cultural and Racial Identities

This chapter introduces Ah Sing's son, born in America, grappling with a dual identity. He is American by
birth but Chinese by heritage, facing the internal conflict of belonging to two worlds that often seem
mutually exclusive. The chapter explores the pressures to assimilate while still maintaining a connection to
his cultural roots. This internal conflict drives much of his personal journey and reflects the experience of
many second-generation immigrants.

The Evolving Landscape of Anti-Chinese Sentiment: From Exclusion to
Subtle Discrimination

While the blatant racism of Ah Sing's generation persists, it takes on subtler forms for his son. Open
hostility is replaced by systemic discrimination and subtle prejudice. The chapter examines how the forms
of discrimination evolve over time while still impacting the opportunities available to Chinese Americans.
This showcases the ongoing struggle against systemic biases.

Seeking Acceptance: Finding a Place in American Society

Ah Sing's son strives to find his place in American society, facing both acceptance and rejection. He
navigates the complexities of social interactions, relationships, and career prospects, constantly aware of the
lingering effects of anti-Chinese sentiment. His personal journey becomes a powerful representation of the
ongoing struggle for acceptance and equality for many marginalized communities.

Chapter 4: The Inheritance: The Granddaughter's Modern-Day Struggles and the Lasting Impact of1.



Her Family's History

The Modern-Day Echoes of the Past: Examining Systemic Inequality

This chapter centers around Ah Sing's granddaughter, a successful businesswoman who still carries the
weight of her family's history. While overt racism may have lessened, systemic inequality remains. This
chapter explores how past injustices continue to impact present-day opportunities, highlighting the
lingering effects of historical discrimination and the need for ongoing social justice initiatives.

Reclaiming Identity: Embracing Heritage and Confronting the Past

The granddaughter's journey is one of self-discovery and reconciliation. She actively confronts the family's
past, researching their experiences and understanding the sacrifices made by previous generations. This
process helps her reclaim her identity and forge a stronger connection to her heritage. She uses her success
to advocate for social change and represent her community.

Forging a Future: Hope, Resilience, and the Pursuit of Justice

The chapter concludes with a hopeful yet nuanced perspective. While the challenges persist, the
granddaughter’s success and activism showcase the enduring resilience of the Chinese American
community. She finds strength in her family's legacy, translating past struggles into a powerful
commitment to shaping a more just and equitable future. This hopeful conclusion provides a sense of
closure while emphasizing the ongoing need for social progress.

Conclusion: Reflecting on the Enduring Legacy of Chinese Immigration and the Ongoing Quest for1.
the American Dream

The conclusion synthesizes the narrative threads, drawing parallels between the experiences of the three
generations. It highlights the cyclical nature of discrimination and the ongoing struggle for equality. It
underscores the resilience, perseverance, and cultural richness contributed by Chinese immigrants to the
American tapestry. Finally, it compels readers to reflect on the ongoing relevance of these historical
narratives in understanding contemporary social justice issues.



FAQs:

Is this book solely focused on negative experiences? No, while it addresses hardship and prejudice, it1.
also celebrates the resilience, cultural contributions, and achievements of Chinese immigrants.

What makes this book different from other historical fiction? Its multi-generational perspective,2.
detailed historical research, and focus on a largely overlooked community set it apart.

Is this book suitable for young adults? While suitable for mature young adults, parental guidance is3.
suggested due to sensitive themes.

What type of research was involved in writing this book? Extensive archival research, interviews4.
with descendants of Chinese immigrants, and analysis of historical documents were used.

How does the book handle the sensitive topic of racism? It addresses it directly and honestly, without5.
sensationalizing or minimizing the harm caused.

Is the "floating coffin" a metaphorical title? While metaphorical, it is rooted in the historical reality of6.
the perilous voyages undertaken by many Chinese immigrants.

What is the main message or takeaway from the book? The enduring strength of the human spirit,7.
the importance of community, and the ongoing struggle for social justice.

Will there be sequels? While not planned currently, the possibility of exploring further generations8.
remains open.

Where can I purchase the ebook? [Insert your ebook selling platform].9.

Related Articles:

The Chinese Exclusion Act: A Legacy of Discrimination: Details the history, impact, and lasting1.
legacy of this discriminatory law.

The Untold Stories of Chinese Railroad Workers: Highlights the contributions and hardships of2.
Chinese workers who built the transcontinental railroad.

Anti-Chinese Sentiment in 19th-Century America: Explores the roots and manifestations of anti-3.
Chinese prejudice in the United States.



The Formation of Chinatowns: Communities of Resilience: Examines the formation and significance4.
of Chinatowns as centers of cultural preservation and mutual support.

Chinese American Identity: Navigating Dual Heritage: Discusses the complex experiences and5.
challenges faced by Chinese Americans in negotiating their identities.

The Impact of Immigration on American Society: Broader look at the contributions and challenges6.
associated with immigration to the United States.

Modern-Day Challenges Facing Chinese Americans: Explores contemporary issues such as systemic7.
racism, economic inequality, and cultural representation.

The Role of Family and Community in Chinese Immigrant Life: Highlights the importance of8.
kinship ties and collective support in navigating hardship and building new lives.

The Evolving American Dream: Perspectives from Chinese Immigrants: Explores how the meaning9.
and experience of the "American Dream" have changed across generations of Chinese immigrants.

Additional Resources
Cowlitz River float - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Aug 18, 2020 · In a short time an inebriated man on a tube tied to 2 others (one looked to hold a beer cooler)
came floating by and asked if we had seen 2 women floating by. He was pretty incompetent, but at least
had lots of …

Floating the Sol Duc - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Oct 25, 2012 · I'm interested in floating the Sol Duc from HWY 101 to Leyendecker in my 8' pontoon boat.
Is this section of the river …

Restoring the float to fly line? - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Jul 21, 2010 · The end of a floating flyline still can float lower than the main body of the line because the
ratio of floating coating to core is lower in this small diameter section.

Floating the Skagit - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Nov 28, 2007 · If you float from the County park at Rockport to the mouth of the Baker River in Concrete,
you will encounter a lot of good looking and occasionally productive steelhead fly water. It's an all day float.
Don't expect …

Floating advise on Satsop? - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Oct 15, 2020 · Any floating advise on the Satsop River? Boat access points, distance of float, and difficulty



from East Fork to West Fork. I know logs change every year. Thanks and if anyone knows of a good
available …

Cowlitz River float - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Aug 18, 2020 · In a short time an inebriated man on a tube tied to 2 others (one looked to hold a beer cooler)
came floating by and asked if we had seen 2 women floating by. He was pretty …

Floating the Sol Duc - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Oct 25, 2012 · I'm interested in floating the Sol Duc from HWY 101 to Leyendecker in my 8' pontoon boat.
Is this section of the river suited to that boat?

Restoring the float to fly line? - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Jul 21, 2010 · The end of a floating flyline still can float lower than the main body of the line because the
ratio of floating coating to core is lower in this small diameter section.

Floating the Skagit - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Nov 28, 2007 · If you float from the County park at Rockport to the mouth of the Baker River in Concrete,
you will encounter a lot of good looking and occasionally productive steelhead fly …

Floating advise on Satsop? - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Oct 15, 2020 · Any floating advise on the Satsop River? Boat access points, distance of float, and difficulty
from East Fork to West Fork. I know logs change every year. Thanks and if anyone …

Floating the Sauk: Advice? - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Dec 8, 2005 · My brother and Matt plan on possibly floating the Sauk on Sunday and wanted to get some
feedback on good floats, recent obstructions and general know how about the river. …

Floating the st joe advise - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Jun 14, 2020 · Guys anyone float the st joe ? Advise on Putin’s & takeouts, shuttle drivers # all those
questions and more could use some help thanks. Don’t need the name of the rock to …

Thoughts - sink tip for floating line | Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Jan 11, 2012 · Since you already have the WF floating line for your rod, just go out and buy some RIO 15'
sink tips one line size smaller than your WF line, cut 3'-4' off the front of them, cut your …

Deschutes floats - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
May 5, 2012 · I need a little help from someone that knows the different floats below Maupin. I have fished
over there some, but have not floated the river. I will have my one-man pontoon …

floating the methow - Washington Fly Fishing Forum
Jul 28, 2013 · I plan on going over to the Winthrop area this weekend and floating the methow. My
question is I have floated only once on a river (yakima) and plan on floating the methow with …
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