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Book Concept: A Full Moon in March: Yeats,
Ireland, and the Enduring Power of Myth

Concept: This book explores the life and works of William Butler Yeats
through the lens of Irish mythology and the cyclical nature of time,
symbolized by the full moon in March. It isn't a dry biography but a vibrant
exploration of how Yeats's personal experiences, his engagement with Irish
folklore, and the turbulent political landscape of his time shaped his poetic
vision and continue to resonate today. The book weaves together biographical
details with analyses of his key poems and plays, showcasing their enduring
relevance to themes of love, loss, nationalism, spirituality, and the passage
of time. Each chapter will focus on a specific aspect of Yeats's life and
work, using a particular full moon in March as a symbolic touchstone to
explore a relevant thematic thread.

Ebook Description:

Uncover the mystical heart of Ireland and the genius of W.B. Yeats. Are you
captivated by Irish mythology, yearning to understand the depth of Yeats's
poetry, or simply seeking a richer connection to the power of nature and the
human spirit? Do you feel lost in the complexities of literary analysis or
struggle to connect with the historical context of Yeats’s work?

Then “A Full Moon in March: Yeats, Ireland, and the Enduring Power of Myth”
is your guide. This immersive journey delves into the life and art of William
Butler Yeats, revealing how his profound engagement with Irish folklore and
the turbulent political climate of his era continues to shape our
understanding of identity, nationhood, and the human condition.

Author: Dr. Eilis O'Connell (Fictional Author)
Contents:

Introduction: Yeats, Ireland, and the Power of Myth

Chapter 1: The Young Yeats: Finding Voice in the Shadow of the Moon (Early
life, influences, early poems)

Chapter 2: Love, Loss, and the Celtic Twilight (Relationships, Symbolism in
his poetry, exploration of the Irish Literary Revival)

Chapter 3: Nationalism, Politics, and the Rising of the Moon (Yeats'
involvement in Irish politics, his changing perspectives, analysis of his
political poems)

Chapter 4: The Masks of Age: Spirituality and the Supernatural (Yeats' later
life, mysticism, exploration of his occult interests, analysis of his later
works)

Chapter 5: Legacy and Enduring Influence (Yeats' lasting impact on
literature, art, and Irish culture)

Conclusion: The Full Moon’s Enduring Light: Yeats's Continued Relevance



Article: A Full Moon in March: Yeats, Ireland,
and the Enduring Power of Myth (Detailed
Outline)

Introduction: Yeats, Ireland, and the Power of Myth

This article serves as an in-depth exploration of the proposed book, "A Full
Moon in March: Yeats, Ireland, and the Enduring Power of Myth." It breaks
down the key themes and arguments, outlining the structure and providing a
detailed look at the content of each chapter. William Butler Yeats, a
towering figure in 20th-century literature, profoundly engaged with Irish
mythology and folklore, weaving them seamlessly into his poetic tapestry.
This book aims to illuminate the profound connection between Yeats's personal
journey, the historical context of his time, and the enduring power of Irish
myth in shaping his artistic vision. We will analyze how his works resonate
with contemporary readers, demonstrating the timeless quality of his themes
and artistic techniques.

Chapter 1: The Young Yeats: Finding Voice in the Shadow of the Moon

This chapter focuses on Yeats’s formative years, exploring his early
influences, artistic development, and the intellectual and political climate
of late Victorian Ireland. We'll trace his journey from his early fascination
with the supernatural and Irish legends to his involvement in the Irish
Literary Revival. Key works analyzed include poems from his early collections
like The Wanderings of Oisin and The Countess Cathleen, highlighting their
mythological elements and the seeds of his later thematic concerns. We will
delve into the impact of his family background, his relationships, and the
burgeoning nationalist sentiment in Ireland that significantly shaped his
artistic worldview. This chapter sets the stage for understanding his later
poetic and dramatic works.

Chapter 2: Love, Loss, and the Celtic Twilight

This chapter delves into the complex relationships that fueled Yeats'’s
creativity, particularly his passionate and turbulent romance with Maud
Gonne. We will explore the profound influence of these relationships on his
poetry, examining how love, loss, and longing become central themes, often
expressed through the symbolic language of Celtic mythology and folklore. The
concept of the "Celtic Twilight," a period of romantic and mystical revival
in late 19th-century Ireland, will be analyzed in relation to Yeats's work.
We will focus on poems like "When You Are 01d," "He Wishes for the Cloths of
Heaven," and "The Lake Isle of Innisfree," demonstrating how his personal
emotions are transformed into powerful and enduring poetic expressions.

Chapter 3: Nationalism, Politics, and the Rising of the Moon

This chapter examines Yeats's involvement in Irish politics and his evolving
perspectives on nationalism. It moves beyond romanticized notions of Irish
identity to grapple with the complexities and contradictions of the Irish
struggle for independence. We will analyze poems and plays such as Cathleen
ni Houlihan and Easter, 1916, exploring how Yeats's artistic response to
historical events reflects his conflicted feelings towards revolution and the
cost of political action. The chapter will contextualize Yeats's shifting
political stances within the historical landscape of Irish nationalism,
showcasing the tension between his artistic vision and his engagement with



the political realities of his time.
Chapter 4: The Masks of Age: Spirituality and the Supernatural

This chapter explores Yeats's later life, marked by a growing interest in
mysticism, the occult, and the spiritual dimensions of life. We will examine
his engagement with esoteric traditions and their influence on his poetry and
dramatic works. The chapter focuses on the development of his complex and
nuanced worldview, encompassing both his fascination with the supernatural
and his evolving philosophical perspectives. Key works analyzed include his
later poetry, focusing on themes of aging, mortality, and spiritual
transformation. His involvement with the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn
will be explored, as will its impact on his later artistic style and vision.

Chapter 5: Legacy and Enduring Influence

This chapter assesses Yeats's lasting contribution to literature, art, and
Irish culture. We will discuss his continued relevance in the 21st century,
highlighting how his themes of identity, nationhood, and the human condition
remain profoundly resonant. The chapter will also consider his influence on
subsequent generations of writers, artists, and thinkers, demonstrating his
ongoing impact on literary and artistic discourse. His Nobel Prize in
Literature will be discussed as a testament to his significant achievement
and lasting influence.

Conclusion: The Full Moon'’s Enduring Light: Yeats’s Continued Relevance

The conclusion synthesizes the key themes explored throughout the book,
emphasizing the enduring power of Yeats's art and its ability to transcend
time and place. The cyclical nature of time, symbolized by the full moon in
March, will be re-emphasized as a metaphor for Yeats's own creative journey
and the continuous relevance of his work. We will leave the reader with a
renewed appreciation for the depth and complexity of Yeats's poetic vision,
and his ongoing contribution to Irish and world literature.

FAQs:

1. What makes this book different from other Yeats biographies? This book
uses a unique thematic structure, employing the full moon in March as a
symbolic touchstone to explore key aspects of Yeats's life and work,
offering a fresh and engaging approach.

1. What is the target audience for this book? The book appeals to a wide
audience, including students of literature, history buffs, those
interested in Irish mythology, and anyone captivated by the life and
works of William Butler Yeats.

1. How does the book incorporate Irish mythology? Irish mythology is
interwoven throughout the narrative, illustrating its profound influence
on Yeats's artistic vision and providing a rich cultural context for



understanding his work.

Is the book heavily academic? While academically rigorous, the book is
written in an accessible style, making it engaging for both specialists
and general readers.

. What is the significance of the "full moon in March"? The full moon in

March serves as a recurring symbolic motif, highlighting the cyclical
nature of time, mirroring the phases of Yeats's life and artistic
development.

Does the book cover Yeats's political involvement? Yes, the book
explores Yeats's complex relationship with Irish nationalism and
politics, analyzing his evolving perspectives and artistic responses.

Does the book discuss Yeats's personal relationships? Yes, the book
explores his significant relationships, focusing on how these
experiences shaped his poetic themes and imagery.

. What are the key themes explored in the book? Key themes include love,

loss, nationalism, spirituality, the supernatural, the passage of time,
and the enduring power of myth.

Is this book suitable for beginners interested in Yeats? Absolutely! The
book provides a comprehensive yet accessible introduction to Yeats's
life and works, making it ideal for both seasoned scholars and newcomers
alike.

Related Articles:

1.

1.

Yeats and the Irish Literary Revival: Examines Yeats's role within the
Irish Literary Revival and his collaboration with other key figures.

The Symbolism of the Moon in Yeats's Poetry: A deep dive into the
symbolic use of the moon in Yeats's work, exploring its various



interpretations.

Yeats's Engagement with Irish Mythology: Explores the specific myths and
legends that heavily influenced Yeats's poetry and plays.

Yeats and Irish Nationalism: A Complex Relationship: Examines the
nuances and contradictions of Yeats's political views and their impact
on his art.

The Supernatural in Yeats's Later Works: Focuses on the growing
importance of the occult and mysticism in Yeats's later poetry and
prose.

. Maud Gonne and the Shaping of Yeats's Poetic Vision: Analyzes the

profound impact of Maud Gonne on Yeats's life and his artistic
production.

Comparing Yeats's Early and Late Poetic Styles: Contrasts the stylistic
and thematic differences between Yeats's early and later works.

The Legacy of Yeats: His Enduring Influence on Literature: Explores
Yeats's lasting impact on subsequent generations of writers and artists.

Yeats and the Theatre: Staging Irish Identity: Examines Yeats's
contributions to Irish theatre and his use of drama to explore themes of
Irish identity and nationhood.
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2 days ago - Completely empowered, authorized or qualified (in some role);
not limited. (informal) Having eaten to satisfaction, having a "full"
stomach; replete. "I'm full," he said, pushing back ..
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Having in it all there is space for; holding or containing as much as
possible; filled. A full jar. Having eaten all that one wants. Complete in
every particular. A full account. Using or occupying all of a ..
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