a house called tomorrow

Book Concept: A House Called Tomorrow

Logline: A family grappling with the devastating effects of climate change
finds unexpected hope and resilience in building a sustainable future, one
innovative home at a time.

Storyline/Structure:

The book follows the fictional Miller family as they confront the escalating
reality of climate change - extreme weather events, resource scarcity, and
economic instability. Their old home, damaged beyond repair by a catastrophic
flood, forces them to confront their unsustainable lifestyle. Instead of
rebuilding conventionally, the Millers embark on an ambitious project:
designing and constructing a "House Called Tomorrow" - a net-zero energy,
resilient home incorporating cutting-edge sustainable technologies.

The narrative intertwines the family's emotional Jjourney with a practical,
informative guide to sustainable home building. Each chapter focuses on a
specific aspect of the project, from initial design and material sourcing to
energy generation and waste management. We learn alongside the Millers,
witnessing their challenges, triumphs, and the unexpected lessons they learn
about community, resilience, and the power of individual action. The book
culminates in the completion of their dream home and explores the broader
societal implications of their example, inspiring readers to consider their
own roles in creating a sustainable future.

Ebook Description:

Imagine a future where your home protects you, not endangers you. Climate
change is no longer a distant threat—it's knocking on your door in the form
of devastating storms, rising sea levels, and crippling energy costs. Feeling
overwhelmed and unsure how to make a difference?

A House Called Tomorrow empowers you to take control. This inspiring and
informative guide reveals how one family rebuilt their lives—and their
home—in the face of climate chaos. Discover practical, actionable steps you
can take to create a more resilient and sustainable future, starting with
your own living space.

Author: Elias Thorne
Contents:

Introduction: The Miller Family's Crisis and the Birth of a Vision
Chapter 1: Designing for Resilience: Adapting to Climate Change

Chapter 2: Sustainable Materials: Building with Nature

Chapter 3: Energy Independence: Harnessing Renewable Power

Chapter 4: Water Management: Conservation and Harvesting

Chapter 5: Waste Reduction: Zero-Waste Living

Chapter 6: Smart Home Technology: Efficiency and Automation

Chapter 7: Community and Collaboration: Building a Sustainable Future

Together



Conclusion: A House Called Tomorrow — and the World We Can Build

A House Called Tomorrow: An In-Depth Look at
Sustainable Home Building

Introduction: The Miller Family's Crisis and the Birth of a Vision

The fictional Miller family's story provides a relatable entry point for
readers. It highlights the emotional toll of climate change impacts—the sense
of loss, fear, and the urgent need for change. The introduction establishes
their initial struggles and the transformative decision to build a
sustainable home as a beacon of hope and a practical solution.

(SEO Keywords: Climate change impact, sustainable home building, resilient
homes, family resilience, climate anxiety)

Chapter 1: Designing for Resilience: Adapting to
Climate Change

This chapter delves into the architectural principles of resilience in home
design. It covers crucial aspects such as:

Location, location, location: Considering floodplains, wildfire risk, and
other climate-related hazards when choosing a building site.

Elevated foundations: Protecting against flooding and rising sea levels.
Wind-resistant design: Minimizing damage from high winds and hurricanes.
Insulation and thermal mass: Creating a home that maintains a comfortable
temperature with minimal energy input.

Storm-resistant windows and roofing: Protecting against damage from extreme
weather events.

(SEO Keywords: resilient design, climate-resilient architecture, sustainable
home design, flood-resistant homes, wildfire protection)

Chapter 2: Sustainable Materials: Building with
Nature

This chapter explores the environmental impact of building materials and
explores alternatives:

Reclaimed wood: Giving old materials a new purpose.

Bamboo: A rapidly renewable resource with high strength.

Hempcrete: A sustainable and insulating concrete alternative.

Mycelium insulation: Using fungal networks for insulation and soundproofing.
Recycled and locally sourced materials: Reducing transportation emissions and
waste.

(SEO Keywords: sustainable building materials, eco-friendly construction,
reclaimed wood, bamboo construction, hempcrete, mycelium insulation, green
building)



Chapter 3: Energy Independence: Harnessing Renewable
Power

This chapter focuses on generating clean energy for the home:

Solar panels: Harnessing the sun's power for electricity generation.
Wind turbines: Utilizing wind energy in appropriate locations.
Geothermal energy: Harnessing the earth's heat for heating and cooling.
Energy-efficient appliances: Minimizing energy consumption.

Smart energy management systems: Optimizing energy use.

(SEO Keywords: renewable energy, solar power, wind energy, geothermal energy,
energy efficiency, smart home energy)

Chapter 4: Water Management: Conservation and
Harvesting

This chapter emphasizes water conservation and responsible water use:

Rainwater harvesting: Collecting and storing rainwater for non-potable uses.
Greywater recycling: Reusing water from showers and sinks for irrigation.
Drought-tolerant landscaping: Minimizing water needs for outdoor spaces.
Low—flow fixtures: Conserving water in bathrooms and kitchens.
Water—-efficient appliances: Reducing water consumption.

(SEO Keywords: water conservation, rainwater harvesting, greywater recycling,
drought-resistant landscaping, water—-efficient appliances)

Chapter 5: Waste Reduction: Zero-Waste Living

This chapter promotes minimizing waste during construction and throughout
daily living:

Construction waste recycling: Properly disposing of and recycling
construction debris.

Composting: Turning organic waste into valuable fertilizer.

Reduce, reuse, recycle: Applying this principle to all aspects of household
waste management.

Sustainable packaging: Choosing products with minimal packaging.

Repair and repurposing: Extending the life of goods instead of discarding
them.

(SEO Keywords: zero-waste living, waste reduction, composting, recycling,
sustainable packaging, circular economy)

Chapter 6: Smart Home Technology: Efficiency and
Automation

This chapter explores how technology can enhance sustainability:

Smart thermostats: Optimizing heating and cooling based on occupancy and
weather.

Automated lighting systems: Reducing energy waste from unnecessary lighting.
Smart appliances: Monitoring and managing energy consumption.



Home energy monitoring systems: Tracking energy use and identifying areas for
improvement.

Home automation systems: Integrating various smart devices for improved
efficiency.

(SEO Keywords: smart home technology, home automation, smart thermostat,
energy monitoring, energy management systems)

Chapter 7: Community and Collaboration: Building a
Sustainable Future Together

This chapter emphasizes the importance of community involvement in creating a
sustainable future:

Local sourcing of materials and labor: Supporting local economies and
reducing transportation costs.

Community workshops and skill-sharing: Building expertise and collaboration.
Sharing resources and knowledge: Creating a network of support and
innovation.

Advocating for sustainable policies: Encouraging broader adoption of
sustainable practices.

Building a sustainable community: Creating a model for others to follow.

(SEO Keywords: community sustainability, collaborative building, local
sourcing, sustainable community development, environmental actiwvism)

Conclusion: A House Called Tomorrow - and the World
We Can Build

The conclusion summarizes the Millers' journey and the broader implications
of their project. It emphasizes the power of individual action and encourages
readers to embrace sustainable living, inspiring them to build their own
"House Called Tomorrow," both literally and metaphorically.

(SEO Keywords: sustainable living, environmental responsibility, climate
action, individual impact, sustainable future)

FAQs:
1. What types of climate impacts are addressed in the book? The book covers
flooding, extreme winds, wildfires, and resource scarcity.

2. Is the book only for experienced builders? No, it's written for a wide
audience, including those with no prior building experience.

3. What specific technologies are discussed? Solar, wind, geothermal, smart
home systems, and water harvesting.

4. What is the book's primary focus - the family story or the building
process? It's a balanced approach, weaving both together.

5. How can the book help me reduce my environmental footprint? By offering



practical steps for sustainable living and building.

6. Is the book suitable for beginners in sustainable living? Yes, it
provides a comprehensive introduction.

7. What is the cost of building a similar sustainable home? The book
provides estimates but acknowledges variations based on location and
specifics.

8. Is the book only about new construction, or does it cover renovations?
The principles apply to both new construction and renovations.

9. Where can I find additional resources on sustainable building? The book
includes a resource list and links to relevant organizations.

Related Articles:

1. Designing Climate-Resilient Homes for the Future: Explores advanced
design techniques for homes resistant to climate change.

2. The Economics of Sustainable Homebuilding: Analyzes the costs and long-
term benefits of building sustainably.

3. Choosing Sustainable Building Materials: A Comprehensive Guide: Provides
detailed information on eco-friendly materials.

4. Harnessing Renewable Energy for Your Home: Explores various renewable
energy options and their applications.

5. Water Conservation Strategies for Sustainable Living: Provides practical
tips and techniques for water conservation.

6. Zero-Waste Living: A Practical Guide to Reducing Your Footprint: Offers
detailed steps for minimizing household waste.

7. Smart Home Technology and Energy Efficiency: Examines the role of
technology in optimizing energy use.

8. Building a Sustainable Community: Collaboration and Resilience:
Discusses community-based approaches to sustainability.

9. The Psychological Benefits of Sustainable Living: Explores the positive
impacts of sustainable living on mental well-being.

Additional Resources
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Jan 6, 2006 - If you are getting smoke in the house or you stove just don’t
seem to be burning like should. Check the door seal and latch for a tight



fit. Check the ash pan for shut tight and ..

Distributing heat in multi-story house with open stairwell

Nov 17, 2021 - When I use the woodstove to supplement the HVAC system in my
four-story house, I get a substantial heat gradient between floors. I'm
looking for solutions to reduce this.

Pellet stove blowing smoke into house - Hearth.com Forums

Jan 10, 2011 - I have been having an issue with my newly installed Harman
P35I insert, it is blowing smoke into the house at times. I have had the
dealer come out and they replaced the ..

Wood stove whole house heating | Hearth.com Forums Home

Jan 14, 2025 . Hello, Im building a new house in Romania , and I was planing
to put UFH with a heat pump, but seeing everything that go wrong with them,
it really make me try to heat with a ..
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Mar 26, 2021 - The stack was lower than my house and it would set off a smoke
detector in my attic. The town elected to work with him and after he put in a
30" extension on his stack it

Chimney Pipe Out and to the Side of the House?

Nov 21, 2022 - Hi, What prevents you from going out the wall of a basement
and out to the side of the house as opposed to up and through the roof? Is it
literally the '2 feet higher than the ..

Green House as Solar Kiln? | Hearth.com Forums Home

Dec 16, 2022 - Has anyone entertained or actually used a greenhouse for a
solar kiln? I know some are not as permanent as building one but right now
time is a tight commodity for me.

How do I move heat around this house? - Hearth.com Forums

Nov 5, 2024 - - can a wood stove heat the bulk of this house from the
basement? - if the stove will struggle heating the whole house from there,
what can I do to get more out of it? I don't

Which is Safer: through roof or through wall Class A chimney?

Feb 13, 2013 - Hello all, first post here. I've burned wood before, but
always with a masonry chimney in a big old house where you could crank it
24/7 and just monitor the stove pipe ..

House layout | Hearth.com Forums Home

Feb 23, 2008 - Example, house was 67 when I loaded for the night last night
at midnite, put in 5 splits on a good coal bed, got it going, turned the air
way down and the stove was cruising at

Tips on if Your pellet stove is burning lazy and or getting smoke in

Jan 6, 2006 - If you are getting smoke in the house or you stove just don’t
seem to be burning like should. Check the door seal and latch for a tight
fit. Check the ash pan for shut tight and ..

Distributing heat in multi-story house with open stairwell

Nov 17, 2021 - When I use the woodstove to supplement the HVAC system in my
four-story house, I get a substantial heat gradient between floors. I'm
looking for solutions to reduce this.

Pellet stove blowing smoke into house - Hearth.com Forums
Jan 10, 2011 - I have been having an issue with my newly installed Harman



P35I insert, it is blowing smoke into the house at times. I have had the
dealer come out and they replaced the ..

Wood stove whole house heating | Hearth.com Forums Home

Jan 14, 2025 - Hello, Im building a new house in Romania , and I was planing
to put UFH with a heat pump, but seeing everything that go wrong with them,
it really make me try to heat with a ..

Please advise! Neighbours wood smoke blowing into my home

Mar 26, 2021 - The stack was lower than my house and it would set off a smoke
detector in my attic. The town elected to work with him and after he put in a
30" extension on his stack it ..

Chimney Pipe Out and to the Side of the House?

Nov 21, 2022 - Hi, What prevents you from going out the wall of a basement
and out to the side of the house as opposed to up and through the roof? Is it
literally the '2 feet higher than the ..

Green House as Solar Kiln? | Hearth.com Forums Home

Dec 16, 2022 - Has anyone entertained or actually used a greenhouse for a
solar kiln? I know some are not as permanent as building one but right now
time is a tight commodity for me. The ..
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Nov 5, 2024 - - can a wood stove heat the bulk of this house from the
basement? - if the stove will struggle heating the whole house from there,
what can I do to get more out of it? I don't ..

Which is Safer: through roof or through wall Class A chimney?
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always with a masonry chimney in a big old house where you could crank it
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way down and the stove was cruising at ..
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