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Ebook Description: A Telephone Call, Dorothy
Parker

This ebook delves into the life and work of Dorothy Parker, focusing specifically on the
nuances of her short story "A Telephone Call." While seemingly a simple narrative about a
woman anxiously awaiting a phone call, the story is a potent exploration of female
vulnerability, societal expectations, and the unspoken anxieties of romantic relationships
in the early 20th century. The ebook will analyze Parker's masterful use of language, her
portrayal of emotional repression, and the lasting impact of "A Telephone Call" on literary
criticism and popular culture. Its significance lies in showcasing Parker's sharp wit and
keen observation of human behavior, particularly within the context of gender dynamics
and the complexities of love and longing. The relevance of this study stems from the
enduring themes explored in the story: the anxieties of waiting, the power of unspoken
words, and the challenges women faced in asserting themselves in a patriarchal society -
themes that continue to resonate with modern readers. The ebook offers a fresh
perspective on a classic piece, enriching our understanding of Parker's contribution to
American literature and her enduring legacy.

Ebook Title: Unmasking the Silence: A Deep Dive
into Dorothy Parker's "A Telephone Call"

Outline:

Introduction: Introducing Dorothy Parker and "A Telephone Call," its historical context,
and the critical reception of the story.

Chapter 1: The Art of Omission: Analyzing Parker's Use of Language and Subtext:
Exploring the power of what is not said in the story and how Parker's precise language
creates suspense and reveals character.

Chapter 2: A Portrait of Female Vulnerability: Exploring the Protagonist's Emotional
Landscape: Delving into the protagonist's internal struggles, her societal constraints, and
the psychological implications of her situation.

Chapter 3: The Weight of Expectation: Societal Pressures and Gender Roles in the Story:
Analyzing how societal expectations shaped the protagonist's actions and emotional
responses.

Chapter 4: The Power of Silence: Exploring the Unspoken and its Impact on the Narrative:
Investigating the significance of silences and pauses, both within the story's dialogue and
its broader implications.

Chapter 5: Legacy and Influence: "A Telephone Call" in Literary History and Popular
Culture: Examining the story's enduring impact on literature, its adaptations, and its
continued relevance.

Conclusion: Synthesizing the analysis and offering concluding thoughts on the enduring
power and artistry of Dorothy Parker's "A Telephone Call."



Article: Unmasking the Silence: A Deep Dive into
Dorothy Parker's "A Telephone Call"

Introduction: The Enduring Power of a Short Story

Dorothy Parker, a celebrated wit and writer of the Jazz Age, left an indelible mark on
American literature. Among her most celebrated works is the deceptively simple short
story, "A Telephone Call." While seemingly a brief narrative of a woman anxiously awaiting
a phone call, the story is a nuanced exploration of female vulnerability, societal
expectations, and the complexities of romantic relationships. This analysis will delve into
the multifaceted layers of "A Telephone Call," uncovering the power of Parker's precise
language, her portrayal of repressed emotion, and the lasting impact of this seemingly
simple story.

Chapter 1: The Art of Omission: Analyzing Parker's Use of Language and Subtext

Parker's genius lies in her masterful use of understatement and implication. "A Telephone
Call" is a testament to the power of what is not said. The story unfolds through the
internal monologue of the unnamed protagonist, revealing her anxieties and hopes
through subtle gestures and fragmented thoughts. The absence of explicit dialogue
between the protagonist and her potential suitor creates a palpable tension, leaving the
reader to infer the unspoken emotions and unspoken words. The repeated references to
the ringing telephone, or the lack thereof, serve as potent symbols of her hope and
despair. The short, clipped sentences reflect her agitation and the fragmented nature of
her thoughts, amplifying the reader's sense of her internal turmoil. Parker’s precise choice
of vocabulary paints a vivid portrait of emotional turmoil without resorting to melodrama.

Chapter 2: A Portrait of Female Vulnerability: Exploring the Protagonist's Emotional
Landscape

The protagonist of "A Telephone Call" is a study in repressed emotion. The story skillfully
reveals her vulnerability through her actions and internal monologue, rather than through
overt displays of emotion. Her desperate attempts to maintain composure, her meticulous
preparation for the call, and her eventual collapse highlight the societal pressures placed
upon women to maintain a facade of self-control. The story subtly exposes the societal
expectation of women to passively wait for male attention and approval. Parker captures
the protagonist's powerlessness, her dependence on a male response to validate her self-
worth. This portrayal of a woman grappling with her own emotions within a restrictive
societal context resonates strongly with modern readers.

Chapter 3: The Weight of Expectation: Societal Pressures and Gender Roles in the Story
"A Telephone Call" is set against the backdrop of early 20th-century society, where rigid

gender roles defined social interactions. The protagonist's anxious anticipation
underscores the societal pressures on women to conform to traditional feminine ideals.



Her dependence on the phone call highlights the limitations placed upon women's agency
and their reliance on male validation for their self-worth. The story subtly critiques the
patriarchal structures that limited women's opportunities and shaped their emotional
responses. The protagonist’s internal conflict - her desire for independence versus her
societal conditioning - resonates with the experiences of women throughout history.

Chapter 4: The Power of Silence: Exploring the Unspoken and its Impact on the Narrative

The silences in "A Telephone Call" are as powerful as the words spoken, perhaps even
more so. The long stretches of quiet anticipation build suspense and intensify the reader's
emotional engagement with the protagonist. The absence of the phone call itself speaks
volumes, leaving the reader to imagine the myriad unspoken anxieties and unspoken
hopes of the protagonist. The story masterfully uses silence as a literary device, amplifying
the sense of dread and uncertainty. The unspoken words - the potential conversation, the
unsaid feelings - become as significant as those that are expressed.

Chapter 5: Legacy and Influence: "A Telephone Call" in Literary History and Popular
Culture

"A Telephone Call" continues to resonate with readers and critics alike due to its timeless
themes and its masterful execution. Its brevity belies the depth of its emotional impact,
solidifying its place in literary history as an example of concise and poignant storytelling.
The story's enduring popularity is a testament to its universality, exploring themes of love,
longing, and the anxieties of human connection that remain relevant across generations.
The story’s impact can be seen in subsequent literature exploring similar themes of female
vulnerability and the complexities of romantic relationships. The simplicity of the plot and
the universality of the themes contribute to its enduring power.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of Dorothy Parker's Wit and Wisdom

"A Telephone Call" is more than just a short story; it is a potent distillation of human
emotion, societal pressure, and the complexities of romantic relationships. Dorothy
Parker's masterful use of language, her keen observation of human behavior, and her
ability to evoke profound emotional responses with minimal words make this a timeless
classic. The story's enduring relevance lies in its exploration of themes that continue to
resonate with modern readers - the anxieties of waiting, the power of unspoken words,
and the enduring struggle for self-discovery in a society that often seeks to define
individuals based on gender roles. Its impact on literary tradition and the enduring
popularity of the story serve as a testament to Parker's exceptional talent and lasting
influence.

FAQs:

1. What is the main theme of "A Telephone Call"? The main theme is female
vulnerability and societal expectations in the context of romantic relationships.



2. What literary devices does Parker use effectively? Understatement, implication, and
the power of silence are key devices.

3. How does the setting contribute to the story's meaning? The early 20th-century
setting highlights the restrictive gender roles of the time.

4. What is the significance of the telephone itself in the story? It symbolizes hope,
anxiety, and the protagonist's dependence on external validation.

5. What is the overall tone of the story? The tone is one of subtle anxiety, apprehension,
and ultimately, resignation.

6. How does Parker portray the protagonist's emotions? Through her actions, internal
monologue, and subtle physical descriptions.

7. Why is the story considered a classic? Its timeless themes and masterful execution
ensure its continued relevance.

8. What is the significance of the story's ending? The ambiguity of the ending adds to
the story's overall impact and leaves the reader to interpret the protagonist’s fate.

9. How has "A Telephone Call" influenced other works? Its focus on female vulnerability
and unspoken emotions has influenced many subsequent literary works exploring
similar themes.

Related Articles:

1. Dorothy Parker's Wit and Wisdom: A Critical Analysis of Her Short Stories: An
overview of Parker's writing style and themes, highlighting her signature wit and
insightful observations.

2. The Women of the Jazz Age: Exploring Female Identity in Dorothy Parker's Works:
Examines Parker's portrayal of women in her writing, focusing on their struggles and
triumphs.

3. The Power of Subtext in Modern Literature: A Case Study of Dorothy Parker: Focuses
on Parker's use of subtext and implication as a literary device.

4. Silence as a Literary Device: Analyzing its Impact in 20th Century Short Stories:
Explores the use of silence and its narrative implications in modern literature.

5. Female Vulnerability in Early 20th Century Literature: A broader look at the
portrayal of female vulnerability in the context of historical and societal pressures.

6. Dorothy Parker's Impact on American Literature: An examination of Parker's legacy
and enduring influence on American writing.



7. The Psychology of Waiting: Exploring Anxiety and Anticipation in Literature:
Examines the psychological aspects of waiting and anticipation as depicted in
literature.

8. Understatement as a Narrative Technique: A Study of its Use in Short Fiction: An
analysis of understatement as a literary device and its effectiveness in creating
dramatic tension.

9. The Evolution of Female Representation in American Literature: Traces the changes
in the portrayal of women in American literature over time.
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Dec 28, 2011 - In Australia, it has traditionally been a "mobile" - never a "cell" (unless you
are deliberately trying to sound American!). However, it is increasingly becoming just a
"phone", as ...

Is it correct to write the telephone abbreviation as "Tel" when the ...

In business communications, the courtesy of specifying the type of phone (for reasons of
calling cost) is less important than in private communications, as calling both is a business
expense. ...

"Call me through/at/on this number" - English Language & Usage ...

What is the difference between the following when referring to telephone calls? Please call
me on this number. You can reach me on this number. Please call me at this number. You
can reach ...

articles - Is it correct to say "via a"? - English Language & Usage ...

Jan 16, 2012 - Both “I called her via telephone” and “I called her via a telephone” are
grammatical (“correct”) English, and they mean approximately the same thing. The
preposition via denotes ...

politeness - How should I tell someone "I called you but you didn't ...

Follow up email: I'm writing to discuss [subject matter]. I tried to reach you by phone last
week but I couldn't get through (or, you were unavailable). So I wanted to ask you about
[back to subject ...

Jun 8, 2011 - The recommended style of presentation of new telephone numbers is based
on customer research. Brackets are used to identify the national code - which is omitted
when ...

"I see", said the blind man, as he waved his wooden leg. is an expression used by someone
on whom comprehension has just dawned, or a catch-phrase addressed to that person. ...



word choice - What Is the Real Name of the #? - English Language ...

Apr 5, 2014 - In that letter Carlsen wrote that, in 1963, Don MacPherson of Bell Telephone
Laboratories was sent to the Mayo Clinic to train staff in telephony and needed a name for
the ...

How to ask politely for the caller's name on a phone call

Aug 20, 2015 - A simple web search on "telephone etiquette" should turn up an ample
number of acceptable options. As initially presented, I think this question is either too
broad, too opinion ...

"On the other end / side" of the phone line

"On the other end" connotes a real or virtual line or conduit that stretches between you
and the other party, such as a road or a network connection. Because the latter is a much
better ...

Cell phone? Cell? Mobile phone? What's the "correct” term?

Dec 28, 2011 - In Australia, it has traditionally been a "mobile" - never a "cell" (unless you
are deliberately trying to sound American!). However, it is increasingly becoming just a
"phone", as ...

Is it correct to write the telephone abbreviation as "Tel" when the ...

In business communications, the courtesy of specifying the type of phone (for reasons of
calling cost) is less important than in private communications, as calling both is a business
expense. ...

"Call me through/at/on this number" - English Language & Usage ...

What is the difference between the following when referring to telephone calls? Please call
me on this number. You can reach me on this number. Please call me at this number. You
can reach ...

articles - Is it correct to say "via a"? - English Language & Usage ...

Jan 16, 2012 - Both “I called her via telephone” and “I called her via a telephone” are
grammatical (“correct”) English, and they mean approximately the same thing. The
preposition via denotes ...

politeness - How should I tell someone "I called you but you didn't ...

Follow up email: I'm writing to discuss [subject matter]. I tried to reach you by phone last
week but I couldn't get through (or, you were unavailable). So I wanted to ask you about
[back to subject ...

punctuation - Standard format for phone numbers? - English ...

Jun 8, 2011 - The recommended style of presentation of new telephone numbers is based
on customer research. Brackets are used to identify the national code - which is omitted
when ...

Origin of "I see, said the blind man, as he waved his wooden leg"
"I see", said the blind man, as he waved his wooden leg. is an expression used by someone
on whom comprehension has just dawned, or a catch-phrase addressed to that person. ...
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the ...
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Aug 20, 2015 - A simple web search on "telephone etiquette" should turn up an ample
number of acceptable options. As initially presented, I think this question is either too
broad, too opinion ...

"On the other end" connotes a real or virtual line or conduit that stretches between you
and the other party, such as a road or a network connection. Because the latter is a much
better ...
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