a touch of dead

Book Concept: A Touch of Dead

Logline: A forensic anthropologist unravels a decades-old mystery buried
beneath the bustling city, unearthing not only the secrets of the past but
also the dark truths within her own family.

Target Audience: Fans of crime thrillers, historical fiction, and family
sagas. The book appeals to a broad audience due to its blend of genres and
its exploration of universal themes of family secrets, justice, and the
enduring power of the past.

Ebook Description:
Dare to touch the secrets of the dead.. if you dare.

Are you tired of predictable thrillers? Do you crave a story that delves deep
into the complexities of the human experience, weaving together mystery,
family drama, and historical intrigue? Do you yearn for a protagonist as
compelling as the secrets she uncovers?

Then prepare to be captivated by A Touch of Dead. This gripping novel
confronts you with the chilling reality of unsolved crimes and the agonizing
weight of buried family secrets. Dr. Evelyn Reed, a brilliant but emotionally
scarred forensic anthropologist, finds herself drawn into a case that echoes
through generations, forcing her to confront her own traumatic past while
battling a killer who seems to be one step ahead.

Author: Dr. Amelia Stone
Contents:

Introduction: Setting the scene in contemporary New York City, introducing
Evelyn and the initial discovery that sets the plot in motion.

Chapter 1: Bones of Contention: The discovery of skeletal remains in a
construction site and the initial forensic investigation.

Chapter 2: Echoes of the Past: Unveiling clues from the past through
historical research and archival records, linking the remains to a long-
unsolved cold case from the 1940s.

Chapter 3: Family Secrets: The revelation of Evelyn's own family history and
its surprising connection to the cold case, forcing her to confront painful
memories and long-buried truths.

Chapter 4: The Hunt for the Killer: Evelyn's relentless pursuit of the
killer, navigating the complexities of the city and the shadowy world of
organized crime.



Chapter 5: Twisted Truths: Unexpected twists and turns that challenge
Evelyn's assumptions and reveal the true depth of the conspiracy.

Chapter 6: Confrontation: A climactic showdown with the killer, leading to a
devastating revelation about Evelyn's family and her own identity.
Conclusion: The aftermath of the confrontation, exploring the themes of
justice, healing, and the enduring legacy of the past.

Article: A Deep Dive into "A Touch of Dead"

This article will expand upon the book's outline, providing a more detailed
look at each section and its role in the overall narrative.

1. Introduction: Setting the Stage

SEO Keywords: Forensic Anthropology, Crime Thriller, New York City, Unsolved
Mysteries, Family Secrets

The introduction will establish the setting—a bustling, modern-day New York
City, juxtaposed against the historical backdrop of the 1940s. This contrast
immediately hints at the bridging of time and the interconnectedness of past
and present. We meet Evelyn Reed, a driven forensic anthropologist grappling
with personal demons, haunted by a past trauma that remains subtly hinted at.
The discovery of human remains during a construction project serves as the
inciting incident, launching the investigation and introducing the central
mystery. The introduction will focus on creating a compelling atmosphere of
suspense and intrigue, drawing the reader into Evelyn’s world. It will
establish her personality — her sharp intellect, emotional scars, and
unwavering dedication to her work. The initial examination of the remains
will reveal a few tantalizing clues, planting the seed of a larger
conspiracy.

1. Chapter 1: Bones of Contention

SEO Keywords: Forensic Investigation, Skeletal Remains, Evidence Analysis,
Cold Case, Crime Scene Investigation

This chapter will detail the forensic investigation of the discovered
remains. We will delve into the meticulous work of a forensic anthropologist
— analyzing bone structure, identifying trauma, estimating time of death, and
piecing together the story the bones tell. Evelyn’s expertise will be
showcased, highlighting the scientific process and the challenges in
extracting information from fragmented remains. The chapter will focus on
building suspense as the initial findings suggest a possible link to a long-



unsolved cold case, hinting at the depth and complexity of the mystery to
come.

1. Chapter 2: Echoes of the Past

SEO Keywords: Historical Research, Archival Records, Cold Case Files, 1940s,
New York History

This chapter shifts the focus to the historical context, delving into the
past to uncover information related to the cold case the skeletal remains
appear to be linked to. Evelyn will navigate archives, old newspapers, and
police records, piecing together the fragmented information of the original
crime. The chapter will offer a glimpse into the social and political climate
of the 1940s, enriching the narrative and providing crucial context for
understanding the present-day mystery. The contrast between the modern
forensic techniques and the limited resources available in the 1940s will be
highlighted, showcasing the advancements in forensic science and the
challenges of solving cold cases.

1. Chapter 3: Family Secrets

SEO Keywords: Family History, Genetic Genealogy, Trauma, Personal History,
Hidden Truths

This chapter reveals Evelyn's own troubled past and its surprising connection
to the cold case. This will involve uncovering long-buried family secrets,
revealing a complex family history marked by trauma and deception. The
narrative will weave between Evelyn's present-day investigation and
flashbacks, offering glimpses into her childhood and the events that shaped
her into the person she is today. The connection between her family history
and the cold case will introduce a personal stake for Evelyn, raising the
stakes and adding emotional depth to the story.

1. Chapter 4: The Hunt for the Killer

SEO Keywords: Crime Investigation, Suspects, Police Procedural,
Interrogation, Witness Testimony

This chapter will focus on the investigation's procedural aspects, as Evelyn
actively pursues the killer. This will involve interrogating suspects,



gathering evidence, and collaborating with law enforcement. The suspense will
build as Evelyn faces obstacles and challenges in her pursuit of justice. The
chapter will depict the cat-and-mouse game between Evelyn and the killer,
with unexpected twists and turns that keep the reader guessing. This chapter
will blend the procedural elements with a strong character-driven narrative,
emphasizing Evelyn's tenacity and her determination to solve the case.

1. Chapter 5: Twisted Truths

SEO Keywords: Plot Twists, Red Herrings, Deception, Suspense, Conspiracy

This chapter will introduce unexpected plot twists, revealing new layers of
deception and conspiracy. Red herrings will be introduced to mislead the
reader and Evelyn alike, highlighting the intricate nature of the mystery.
The revelation of previously hidden clues and the shifting dynamics between
the suspects will heighten the suspense and lead to a crucial turning point
in the investigation. This will leave the reader questioning their
assumptions and anticipating the final confrontation.

1. Chapter 6: Confrontation

SEO Keywords: Climax, Showdown, Revelation, Justice, Resolution

This chapter will feature a climactic confrontation with the killer,
resulting in a devastating revelation about Evelyn's family and her own
identity. The confrontation will be emotionally charged, forcing Evelyn to
confront her deepest fears and insecurities. The truth will be revealed,
connecting all the loose ends and providing a satisfying resolution to the
central mystery.

1. Conclusion: Legacy of the Past

SEO Keywords: Healing, Closure, Justice, Reflection, Lasting Impact

The conclusion will explore the aftermath of the confrontation, focusing on
themes of justice, healing, and the enduring legacy of the past. Evelyn will
grapple with the implications of the revelations, finding a path toward
healing and acceptance. The narrative will highlight the lasting impact of
the case on Evelyn's life and the community. The conclusion offers a sense of
closure while still leaving room for reflection on the complexities of human



nature and the weight of unresolved past events.

FAQs:

1. What genre is "A Touch of Dead"? It's a blend of crime thriller,

historical fiction, and family saga.

2. Is the book suitable for all ages? No, due to the mature themes and
violence, it's intended for adult readers.

3. Is there a romantic subplot? While the focus is on the mystery, there's
a subtle romantic element.

4. How many books are planned in the series? This is a standalone novel,
but future books featuring Evelyn are possible.

5. What makes this book unique? Its unique blend of genres, compelling
protagonist, and historical depth.

6. Will there be a sequel? The possibility of a sequel is under
consideration.

7. What kind of research went into writing the book? Extensive research
into forensic anthropology and New York City history.

8. Where can I buy the ebook? It will be available on all major ebook
platforms.

9. Is the ending satisfying? Yes, the ending provides a satisfying
resolution while leaving room for reflection.

Related Articles:
1. The Science of Forensic Anthropology: An exploration of the techniques
and processes used in forensic anthropology.

2. Famous Unsolved Cold Cases: A look at some of history's most baffling
unsolved mysteries.

3. The History of Crime in New York City: A historical overview of crime
and law enforcement in NYC.

4. The Psychology of Family Secrets: An examination of the impact of hidden
family truths on individuals.



5. The Role of Women in Forensic Science: A look at the contributions of
women to the field.

6. The Ethics of Forensic Investigation: An exploration of the ethical
considerations in forensic science.

7. Cold Case Investigations: Techniques and Challenges: A look at the
strategies and difficulties of solving cold cases.

8. The Power of the Past: How History Shapes the Present: An analysis of
the influence of past events on the present.

9. Trauma and Healing: Understanding the Journey to Recovery: An
exploration of the process of healing from trauma.
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