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Ebook Description: A.W. Tozer: The Knowledge of
the Holy

This ebook delves into the profound theological insights of A.W. Tozer, focusing
specifically on his understanding of the holiness of God and its implications for Christian
faith and life. Tozer's writings, known for their poetic beauty and uncompromising
honesty, offer a vital corrective to a modern Christianity often characterized by
superficiality and a diluted understanding of God's majesty. This study explores Tozer's
perspective on the knowledge of the holy - not merely as an intellectual pursuit, but as a
transformative encounter that shapes every facet of a believer's being. We will examine
how a genuine understanding of God's holiness affects prayer, worship, evangelism, and
our daily walk with Christ. This book is essential for anyone seeking a deeper, more
authentic relationship with God, a renewed understanding of the Christian faith, and a life
transformed by the power of the Holy. It's a call to move beyond a comfortable,
complacent Christianity towards a vibrant, holy life lived in the light of God's infinite glory.
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Introduction: Tozer's Life and Legacy: Setting the Stage

A.W. Tozer (1897-1963) remains a towering figure in 20th-century evangelicalism. His life,



marked by humble beginnings and a profound spiritual depth, shaped his unique
theological perspective. Born into poverty, Tozer's journey to becoming a renowned author
and pastor was a testament to the transforming power of God's grace. He wasn’t a
theologian in the traditional sense, but his writings, imbued with poetic imagery and
spiritual insight, resonated deeply with readers seeking a more authentic faith. This
introduction sets the stage, exploring Tozer's life, ministry, and the enduring relevance of
his work in today's world. His most famous work, "The Knowledge of the Holy," serves as
the foundation for this exploration, highlighting the central theme of experiencing God's
holiness in a tangible and transformative way, moving beyond mere intellectual
understanding.

Chapter 1: The Nature of God's Holiness: Beyond Moralism and Sentimentality

Tozer challenged the prevailing tendencies within Christianity to reduce God's holiness to
simple morality or sentimental piety. He argued that holiness is not merely about adhering
to a set of rules, but rather about encountering the very essence of God's being, His
majestic and awe-inspiring nature. This chapter will delve into Tozer's understanding of
holiness, differentiating it from legalistic approaches and emotionalism. We will analyze
his descriptions of God's holiness, drawing from his writings to illuminate the inherent
difference between God's holiness and human attempts to emulate it. Tozer's emphasis on
the transcendence of God - His utter otherness and infinite glory - will be central to this
discussion. We will unpack his assertion that a true knowledge of God's holiness leads to a
humbling sense of our own limitations and a profound dependence on divine grace.

Chapter 2: The Knowledge of the Holy: A Transformative Encounter

This chapter explores Tozer’s core concept: the "knowledge of the holy" as a
transformative encounter rather than simply an intellectual exercise. Tozer believed that
true knowledge of God is not acquired through reading books or attending lectures, but
through a direct, personal encounter with the divine. This section will discuss Tozer’s
understanding of this encounter, analyzing his descriptions of its characteristics, its
emotional and spiritual impact, and its life-altering consequences. This will include a
discussion of how to cultivate this intimate relationship with God, exploring practices like
prayer, meditation, and studying Scripture with a heart open to the Holy Spirit's guidance.

Chapter 3: The Implications of Holiness for Prayer and Worship

Tozer's understanding of God's holiness radically reshapes our approach to prayer and
worship. This chapter examines how a genuine awareness of God's majesty impacts our
prayer life, moving beyond superficial requests and into a posture of humble adoration and
dependence. We'll analyze how Tozer's teachings affect our understanding of
worship—moving beyond mere ritual to an encounter with the living God. We'll explore the
implications of holiness for corporate worship, emphasizing the need for reverence,
authenticity, and genuine communion with God. This includes reflecting on the importance
of personal preparation and a heart attuned to the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 4: Holiness and Christian Living: Walking in the Light
This section investigates the practical implications of a life lived in light of the knowledge

of the holy. Tozer emphasized that encountering God's holiness doesn't remain a private
experience; it profoundly transforms how we live. This includes examining Tozer's



perspectives on various aspects of Christian living—from personal ethics to relationships
with others. This will cover areas like honesty, integrity, compassion, and service to
others, showing how a deep understanding of God's holiness influences our choices and
actions. The challenge of striving for holiness in a fallen world will also be addressed,
highlighting the importance of God's grace and ongoing reliance on the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 5: The Holy God and the World: Evangelism and Social Justice

Tozer's understanding of God's holiness extends beyond personal piety and impacts our
engagement with the world. This chapter explores the connection between a true
knowledge of God and our responsibility to share the Gospel and work for justice. We will
consider Tozer’s perspectives on evangelism, emphasizing the importance of presenting
the gospel with reverence and a deep understanding of God's holy nature. Furthermore,
we will delve into the implications of holiness for social justice, examining how a genuine
encounter with God's holiness compels us to act against injustice and oppression.

Chapter 6: The Pursuit of Holiness: A Lifelong Journey

This chapter emphasizes that the pursuit of holiness is a lifelong journey, not a
destination. Tozer understood that true holiness is a continuous process of growth,
refinement, and transformation under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We will address the
challenges and temptations that inevitably arise on this journey, and explore the
importance of perseverance, humility, and dependence on God's grace. This section will
focus on spiritual disciplines, like prayer, fasting, and Bible study, as essential tools for
spiritual growth and maturity.

Conclusion: Living in the Presence of the Holy

This concluding section summarizes the key takeaways from the book, reaffirming the
transformative power of the knowledge of the holy. It offers practical steps for readers to
deepen their understanding of God's holiness and integrate it into their daily lives. This
includes a call to action, encouraging readers to pursue a deeper relationship with God
and live lives that reflect the holiness of God to the world.

FAQs

1. Who was A.W. Tozer? A.W. Tozer was a renowned 20th-century Christian author and
pastor known for his profound spiritual insights and poetic writing style.

1. What is the central theme of "The Knowledge of the Holy"? The central theme is the
transformative power of experiencing God's holiness, moving beyond mere
intellectual understanding.



1. How does Tozer's understanding of holiness differ from other perspectives? Tozer
emphasizes the transcendence and majesty of God's holiness, contrasting it with
legalistic or sentimental approaches.

1. What are the practical implications of knowing God's holiness? It profoundly affects
prayer, worship, Christian living, evangelism, and our engagement with the world.

1. Is this book only for theologians or pastors? No, it's for anyone seeking a deeper,
more authentic relationship with God and a transformed life.

1. What spiritual disciplines does the book advocate? Prayer, meditation, Bible study,
and a focus on personal holiness are emphasized.

1. How does this book relate to contemporary Christianity? It offers a vital corrective to
a superficial and complacent understanding of faith.

1. What makes Tozer's writing unique? His writing style combines poetic beauty,
profound theological insight, and uncompromising honesty.

1. What is the ultimate goal of pursuing the knowledge of the holy? To live a life that
reflects God's holiness and to experience a deeper, more intimate relationship with
Him.

Related Articles:

1. AW. Tozer's Legacy: A Continuing Influence on Evangelical Theology: Examines
Tozer's lasting impact on Christian thought and practice.

1. The Transcendence of God in A.W. Tozer's Theology: Explores Tozer's emphasis on



God's otherness and majesty.

1. Holiness and Worship: A Tozerian Perspective: Focuses specifically on Tozer's views
on corporate and personal worship.

1. The Pursuit of Holiness: Practical Applications from A.W. Tozer: Provides actionable
steps for readers based on Tozer's teachings.

1. AW. Tozer and the Importance of Spiritual Disciplines: Examines the role of spiritual
disciplines in cultivating a holy life.

1. Tozer on Evangelism: Sharing the Gospel in the Light of Holiness: Explores Tozer's
unique perspective on sharing the Christian faith.

1. The Knowledge of the Holy and Social Justice: A Tozerian Perspective: Connects
Tozer's theology to social justice issues.

1. Comparing Tozer's Theology to Contemporary Evangelicalism: Analyzes similarities
and differences between Tozer's thought and modern evangelicalism.

1. Tozer's Poetic Prose: The Literary Style of a Spiritual Giant: Focuses on the unique
literary style of A.W. Tozer's writings.
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