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C.S. Lewis's The Abolition of Man is a concise yet profoundly impactful work
that explores the dangers of a subjectivist worldview and its potential to
dismantle the foundations of morality and humanity. Written in 1943, its
relevance resonates even stronger today as we grapple with increasingly
relativistic ethics and the influence of technological advancements on our
understanding of ourselves and the world. Lewis dissects the insidious nature
of manipulating education to promote a morally bankrupt system that reduces
humanity to mere instinct and conditioned responses, ultimately leading to
the "abolition of man" – the eradication of objective truth and the resulting
dehumanization. This ebook delves into Lewis's arguments, examining his
critique of modern education, his defense of objective morality, and the
lasting consequences of rejecting traditional values. It provides a vital
framework for understanding the ongoing cultural debates surrounding the
nature of humanity, moral authority, and the future of civilization. This
ebook is essential reading for anyone interested in philosophy, ethics,
education, or the future of society.
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Chapter 1: The "Tao" and the Rejection of Objective Morality: Analysis of
Lewis's concept of the Tao—the universal moral law—and how modern education
undermines it.
Chapter 2: The Threat of Subjectivism and the "Green Book": Examination of
Lewis's critique of the subjectivist approach to education presented in the
fictional "Green Book."
Chapter 3: The Nature of Man and the Danger of Conditioned Responses:
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Chapter 4: The Abolition of Man: Consequences and Implications: Analysis of
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The Abolition of Man, and its implications for contemporary society.
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Introduction: Understanding the Timeless Relevance of C.S. Lewis's The
Abolition of Man

C.S. Lewis's The Abolition of Man, a deceptively short but powerfully
insightful work, continues to resonate with readers decades after its
publication. Written in 1943, it serves as a potent warning against the
dangers of a relativistic worldview, particularly as it manifests in
education and its impact on the very concept of humanity. This essay will
explore the core arguments presented in The Abolition of Man, examining its
enduring relevance in the face of contemporary challenges.

Chapter 1: The "Tao" and the Rejection of Objective Morality: Unmasking the
Foundation of Morality

Central to Lewis's argument is the concept of the "Tao," a term he uses to
denote the shared body of moral intuitions that transcend culture and time.
He argues that this Tao, this collective wisdom regarding right and wrong,
forms the basis for all ethical systems throughout history. He doesn't define
the Tao definitively but rather points to its presence in diverse cultures
and traditions, illustrating its universality. Lewis's concern is that modern
education, often unintentionally, undermines this Tao, promoting instead a
subjectivist approach that rejects objective moral truths. This rejection,
according to Lewis, paves the way for moral relativism, where any moral
judgment is considered equally valid.

Chapter 2: The Threat of Subjectivism and the "Green Book": Deconstructing
the Subjectivist Assault on Reason

Lewis uses the fictional "Green Book," representing a popular school textbook
of his time, as a vehicle to illustrate the dangers of subjectivism in
education. This "Green Book" advocates for a purely emotive and subjective
approach to literature, reducing it to mere emotional responses rather than
engaging with its intellectual and moral content. By removing any objective
standards of judgment, the "Green Book" effectively dismantles the ability to
discern between good and bad literature, creating a moral vacuum. This
approach is emblematic of a broader trend Lewis observes, where reason is
subordinate to emotion and personal preference, leading to a form of
intellectual and moral bankruptcy.

Chapter 3: The Nature of Man and the Danger of Conditioned Responses:
Humanity Reduced to Mere Instinct



Lewis's concern extends beyond the realm of literary criticism. He argues
that the subjectivist approach to education has profound implications for our
understanding of human nature. By rejecting objective morality, we deny the
existence of a fixed human nature guided by reason and moral intuition. This
leads to a vision of humanity as merely a collection of conditioned
responses, devoid of inherent purpose and dignity. This reductionist view,
Lewis contends, is deeply dehumanizing, transforming humans into mere beings
shaped by external forces rather than self-aware, rational agents capable of
moral choice.

Chapter 4: The Abolition of Man: Consequences and Implications: A World
Without Morality

The "abolition of man" in Lewis's title is not a literal extermination, but
rather the eradication of humanity's capacity for rational, moral judgment.
The consequences of this abolition are dire, leading to a society where power
is the ultimate arbiter of morality, where might makes right. This, in turn,
opens the door to tyranny and the complete suppression of individual freedom.
Without a shared understanding of objective morality, societal cohesion
becomes impossible, leading to societal fragmentation and conflict.

Chapter 5: Lewis's Vision for Education and the Restoration of Humanity:
Cultivating Virtue and Reason

Despite the bleak picture Lewis paints, The Abolition of Man is not simply a
lament. It also offers a vision for a more humane education, one that fosters
critical thinking, cultivates virtue, and instills a deep respect for
objective moral truths. Lewis advocates for an education that doesn't merely
impart information but also shapes character and moral understanding. He
calls for a return to the traditional understanding of education as a process
of forming virtuous citizens, capable of discerning good from evil and acting
accordingly.

Conclusion: A Timeless Warning for a Modern World

The Abolition of Man remains a profoundly relevant work in our contemporary
context. The challenges Lewis identified—the rise of subjectivism, the
erosion of objective morality, and the dehumanizing effects of technological
advancements—continue to plague us today. His work serves as a powerful
reminder of the importance of upholding objective moral standards,
cultivating virtue, and fostering a robust understanding of human nature. By
engaging with Lewis's insights, we can better equip ourselves to navigate the
moral complexities of our time and work towards a future where humanity is
not abolished but celebrated.
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representation of a flawed textbook promoting subjectivism in education,
it illustrates the dangers of rejecting objective moral standards.

How does Lewis define the "abolition of man"? It's not literal1.
extermination but the erosion of humanity's capacity for rational, moral
judgment, leading to a dehumanized society.

What are the consequences of rejecting objective morality? Moral1.
relativism, societal fragmentation, tyranny, and the loss of individual
freedom.
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objective moral truths.
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against subjectivism, moral relativism, and dehumanization remain
acutely relevant in contemporary society.

How does technology relate to Lewis's concerns? Lewis's warnings extend1.
to technology’s potential to manipulate and condition human responses,
further eroding objective morality.

Who is the intended audience for The Abolition of Man? Anyone concerned1.
about ethics, education, the future of society, and the impact of
relativistic thinking.



What is the lasting impact of The Abolition of Man? It continues to1.
inspire thoughtful discussion about morality, education, and the nature
of humanity, influencing philosophical and educational debates.
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