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Above the Sea: A Little Mermaid Retelling - Project
Overview

Topic Description & Significance:

This ebook offers a fresh and modern reimagining of Hans Christian Andersen's classic fairy tale, "The
Little Mermaid." Instead of focusing solely on Ariel's yearning for human life, this retelling explores
themes of self-discovery, environmentalism, and challenging societal expectations. The story shifts
the narrative's focus to the mermaid's unique perspective and the importance of preserving the
ocean's wonders. It delves into the complexities of identity and agency, questioning whether
conforming to human norms is truly a desirable goal, or if embracing one's own unique heritage and
strength is a more fulfilling path. The relevance lies in its timely exploration of environmental
consciousness, challenging traditional gender roles, and celebrating individuality in a world that often
pressures conformity. The story aims to resonate with modern readers who seek narratives that are
both imaginative and thought-provoking.

Ebook Title: Above the Sea: A Little Mermaid Retelling
Ebook Outline:

I. Introduction: Setting the scene - Introducing Coralia and her unique underwater kingdom, hinting at
the conflicts to come.

[l. Chapter 1: The Whispers of the Surface: Coralia's first encounters with the human world and the
allure of surface life, contrasting it with the beauty and dangers of her own.

[ll. Chapter 2: The Bargain: A twist on the classic bargain with a sea witch, focusing on the
consequences of manipulating nature and the true cost of transformation.

IV. Chapter 3: A Human World: Exploring the complexities and hypocrisies of the human world
through Coralia’s eyes; revealing a less-than-ideal reality.

V. Chapter 4: Finding Her Voice: Coralia's journey of self-discovery, embracing her heritage and
challenging the expectations placed upon her.

VI. Chapter 5: The Ocean's Fury: A pivotal event highlighting the consequences of human actions on
the marine environment.

VII. Chapter 6: A Choice of Paths: Coralia faces a difficult choice, leading to a powerful climax and a
departure from the original tale's ending.

VIII. Conclusion: Coralia's ultimate fate, leaving the reader with a message of empowerment,
environmental responsibility, and the importance of staying true to oneself.



Above the Sea: A Little Mermaid Retelling - Full Article

Introduction: A New Wave in the Tale of the Sea

The iconic story of The Little Mermaid has captivated audiences for generations. However, this
retelling, "Above the Sea," offers a fresh perspective on the timeless tale, shifting its focus from the
pursuit of a human prince to a deeper exploration of self-discovery and environmental responsibility.
This reimagining introduces Coralia, a mermaid princess living in a vibrant, yet threatened,
underwater kingdom. Unlike Ariel, Coralia's fascination with the surface world isn’t solely driven by
romantic ideals; instead, she is intrigued by the stories of human ingenuity and their impact on the
ocean, both positive and negative. The introduction sets the stage for a narrative that challenges the
traditional fairytale tropes and presents a more complex and nuanced portrayal of the mermaid's
world.

Chapter 1: The Whispers of the Surface - A Glimpse Beyond the Coral

Coralia’s first interactions with the human world aren't characterized by innocent curiosity but by a
sense of both wonder and apprehension. She witnesses the beauty of human creations - ships sailing
on the horizon, lights twinkling on distant shores - but also observes the destructive consequences of
human activities. Oil spills, plastic pollution, and overfishing paint a grim picture of the human impact
on her ocean home. This initial encounter contrasts the idyllic image of the human world with the
harsh realities of environmental degradation, laying the foundation for the story's central theme of
environmental responsibility.

Chapter 2: The Bargain - A Sea Witch's Warning

The classic bargain with a sea witch is reimagined in "Above the Sea." While Coralia might seek a
temporary transformation, the sea witch isn't simply a malevolent figure but a protector of the ocean,
warning Coralia about the consequences of her choices. The bargain carries a steeper cost, not just
the loss of her voice but also a deeper connection to the ocean's magic. This twist highlights the
consequences of manipulating nature and introduces the concept of interdependency between the
human and marine worlds. The sea witch's wisdom serves as a foreshadowing of the challenges
Coralia will face in the human world and the importance of cherishing her natural heritage.

Chapter 3: A Human World - Reality Bites

Coralia's experience in the human world exposes the complexities and hypocrisies she had not
anticipated. The idealized image she held is shattered as she witnesses social inequalities,



environmental destruction on a larger scale, and the superficiality of human relationships. This
section serves as a crucial turning point, allowing her to reassess her initial fascination and question
whether integration into the human world is truly desirable. It highlights the flaws inherent in human
society and underscores the importance of appreciating one’s own unique cultural background.

Chapter 4: Finding Her Voice - A Siren's Song of Self-Discovery

This chapter marks Coralia's journey of self-discovery. She begins to understand the limitations of
conforming to human expectations and embraces her mermaid heritage. Instead of seeking to
become human, she learns to leverage her unique abilities and perspectives. She finds her “voice”
not just literally but metaphorically, expressing her strength and determination to protect her ocean
home. This transformative phase highlights the importance of self-acceptance, challenging traditional
gender roles prevalent in many mermaid tales, where the mermaid often seeks validation from a male
figure.

Chapter 5: The Ocean's Fury - A Call to Action

A catastrophic environmental event, possibly a massive storm or a severe oil spill, acts as a pivotal
point in the narrative. This event is a direct consequence of human negligence and serves as a potent
symbol of the urgency of environmental action. Coralia witnesses firsthand the devastating impact on
marine life and feels a renewed sense of purpose. This chapter underlines the critical role of marine
ecosystems and highlights the need for human responsibility towards the environment.

Chapter 6: A Choice of Paths - Beyond the Fairytale Ending

Coralia faces a difficult choice: whether to stay in the human world or return to the ocean and fight for
its preservation. This chapter departs significantly from the original story's ending. Instead of
sacrificing her life for a prince's love, she chooses a path that prioritizes self-empowerment and
environmental activism. This choice underscores the significance of personal agency and the power of
collective action in addressing environmental challenges.

Conclusion: The Legacy of the Tides

The conclusion of "Above the Sea" leaves the reader with a powerful message of empowerment and
responsibility. Coralia's ultimate fate isn't about finding a romantic partner; it's about finding her
place in the world and using her influence to create positive change. Her journey inspires hope and
encourages readers to embrace their individuality, challenge societal norms, and actively participate
in protecting the planet. The ending promotes environmental activism and celebrates the strength
and resilience of nature and those who fight to protect it.



FAQs

1. Is this a children's book or young adult fiction? This retelling targets a young adult audience due
to its exploration of complex themes.

1. How does this retelling differ from the original story? This version emphasizes
environmentalism, self-discovery, and challenges traditional fairytale endings.

1. What are the main themes of the book? The main themes are environmentalism, self-discovery,
challenging societal expectations, and the importance of individuality.

1. Is there romance in the story? While romance might be present, it's not the central focus, unlike
in the original story.

1. What kind of ending does the book have? The ending is empowering and leaves the reader with
a sense of hope and the importance of environmental responsibility.

1. What age group is this book suitable for? This book is most appropriate for young adults and
mature readers.

1. Is the story dark or light-hearted? The story blends elements of both, reflecting the complexities
of the themes explored.

1. How does this retelling use the sea witch character? The sea witch acts as a cautionary figure,
highlighting the consequences of manipulating nature.

1. What is the overall message of the book? The book advocates for environmental responsibility,
self-acceptance, and challenging societal pressures.



Related Articles:

1. The Environmental Crisis in Modern Fairytales: Discusses the growing trend of incorporating
environmental themes into contemporary retellings of classic fairy tales.

1. Reimagining Gender Roles in Classic Fairytales: Analyzes how modern retellings challenge
traditional gender roles and stereotypes.

1. The Power of Self-Discovery in Young Adult Literature: Explores the significance of self-
discovery narratives in shaping young adult identities.

1. The Little Mermaid: A Critical Analysis of Andersen's Original Story: Provides a deeper analysis
of the original fairy tale and its enduring appeal.

1. Ocean Conservation and the Importance of Marine Ecosystems: Highlights the urgent need for
ocean conservation efforts and the vital role of marine life.

1. Modern Retellings and Their Impact on Contemporary Readers: Examines the influence of
modern retellings on contemporary audiences and their engagement with classic stories.

1. The Use of Magic and Myth in Environmental Storytelling: Discusses the effective use of fantasy
elements to communicate environmental messages.

1. Young Adult Literature and Environmental Advocacy: Analyzes the growing influence of young
adult literature in promoting environmental awareness and activism.

1. The Symbolism of the Ocean in Literature and Mythology: Explores the diverse symbolic
meanings attributed to the ocean across different cultures and literary works.



Additional Resources

ABOVE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of ABOVE is in the sky : overhead. How to use above in a sentence. Using Above as an ...

ABOVE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
ABOVE definition: 1. in or to a higher position than something else: 2. more than an amount or level:

Above - definition of above by The Free Dictionary

1. Over or higher than: a cool spring above the timberline. 2. Superior to in rank, position, or
number; greater ...

\bove - Definition. Meaning & S | Vocal

The adverb above is good for describing something that happens over your head or something that's

Al Meaning. F f G . pI - QuillE
Apr 14, 2025 - Above generally works in combination with the other elements of a sentence to mean
that one thing is ...

ABOVE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of ABOVE is in the sky : overhead. How to use above in a sentence. Using Above as an
Adjective or Noun: Usage Guide

ABOVE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
ABOVE definition: 1. in or to a higher position than something else: 2. more than an amount or level:
3. most.... Learn more.

\bove - definition of by The Free Dicti

1. Over or higher than: a cool spring above the timberline. 2. Superior to in rank, position, or
number; greater than: put principles above expediency. 3. Beyond the level or reach of: a shot

\bove - Definition. Meaning & S | Vocal

The adverb above is good for describing something that happens over your head or something that's
up beyond something else. The full moon shines up above you in the night sky, and ...

Above | Meaning, Part of Speech & Phrases - QuillBot
Apr 14, 2025 - Above generally works in combination with the other elements of a sentence to mean
that one thing is “over,” “higher,” or “more than” something else (e.g., “She lives in the ...



Above Definition & Meaning | YourDictionary
Superior to in rank, position, or number; greater than. Put principles above expediency.

ABOVE - Definition & Translations | Collins English Dictionary
Discover everything about the word "ABOVE" in English: meanings, translations, synonyms,
pronunciations, examples, and grammar insights - all in one comprehensive guide.

What does above mean? - Definitions.net
Above generally refers to a position or location that is higher or in a upward direction relative to
another object or reference point. It can also denote a higher level, rank, or importance in a ...

ABOVE Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
adverb in, at, or to a higher place. overhead, upstairs, or in the sky. My brother lives in the apartment
above. A flock of birds circled above. higher in rank, authority, or power. She was ...

ABOVE definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary

If one thing is above another one, it is directly over it or higher than it. He lifted his hands above his
head. Apartment 46 was a quiet apartment, unlike the one above it. He was staring into the ...
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