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Ebook Description: Abraham Lincoln 4 Cent Stamp

This ebook delves into the fascinating history and enduring legacy of the
1869 Abraham Lincoln 4-cent postage stamp, a pivotal piece of American
philately and cultural history. More than just a postage stamp, it represents
a critical moment in the nation's reconstruction after the Civil War,
reflecting evolving attitudes towards Lincoln's legacy and the visual
representation of national identity. We explore the stamp's design, its
printing process, its impact on the nascent postal service, and its ongoing
significance for collectors and historians. Through detailed analysis and
captivating imagery, we unravel the story behind this seemingly simple piece
of paper and reveal its profound cultural and historical significance. The
book examines the social, political, and economic contexts surrounding its
creation and distribution, providing a unique lens through which to
understand the post-Civil War era.

Ebook Title: Lincoln's Legacy on a 4-Cent
Stamp: A Philatelic Journey

Outline:

Introduction: The allure of the 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamp; its significance
in philately and American history.

Chapter 1: The Design and Creation: Analysis of the stamp's artistic choices,
the artist's influence, and the printing techniques employed.

Chapter 2: The Context of its Release: Exploring the socio-political
landscape of post-Civil War America and how it shaped the stamp's design and
reception.

Chapter 3: The Stamp's Circulation and Impact: Tracing the distribution of
the stamp, its use in everyday life, and its role in connecting a fractured
nation.

Chapter 4: The Lincoln Legacy and Popular Culture: Examining how the stamp
contributed to the evolving image and mythology of Abraham Lincoln.

Chapter 5: The 4-Cent Stamp Today: Collecting and Value: A guide to
identifying, authenticating, and valuing the 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamp for
collectors.

Conclusion: The enduring legacy of the 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamp — a symbol
of national unity, remembrance, and the power of visual communication.

Article: Lincoln's Legacy on a 4-Cent Stamp: A



Philatelic Journey

Introduction: The Allure of the 1869 Lincoln 4-Cent Stamp

The 1869 four-cent Abraham Lincoln postage stamp, a seemingly humble
artifact, holds a remarkable place in American history and philately. More
than just a means of postage, this small piece of paper served as a powerful
symbol of national unity, mourning, and the evolving legacy of the 16th
president in the turbulent years following the Civil War. This article delves
into the rich history and lasting impact of this iconic stamp.

Chapter 1: The Design and Creation: A Portrait of a Nation

The design of the 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamp is deceptively simple yet
profoundly impactful. It features a classic portrait of Lincoln, often
attributed to the renowned artist John C. Bachelder, though definitively
proving Bachelder’s contribution is a complex subject of philatelic debate.
The image, based on a well-known photograph, presents a dignified and
melancholic Lincoln, reflecting the national mood of remembrance and
reflection in the post-war era. The printing process, utilizing the then-
relatively new techniques of lithography, resulted in a stamp with striking
detail and a quality that surpassed many previous issues. The choice of a
portrait-only design, devoid of ornamentation or elaborate scenes, emphasizes
the focus on Lincoln as a symbol of national identity and mourning.

Chapter 2: The Context of its Release: A Nation Rebuilding

The release of the Lincoln 4-cent stamp in 1869 occurred amidst a nation
grappling with the aftermath of the Civil War. Reconstruction was in full
swing, yet societal divisions remained deep. The choice to feature Lincoln on
a national postage stamp was a powerful political statement. Lincoln, despite
his assassination, embodied the ideals of unity and national reconciliation.
The stamp served as a visual reminder of those ideals, a subtle yet potent
force aimed at healing a wounded nation. The design's simplicity — a stark
contrast to more ornate stamps of the era — possibly reflected the ongoing
process of national rebuilding, symbolizing a return to the essentials of
nationhood.

Chapter 3: The Stamp's Circulation and Impact: Connecting a Nation

The widespread circulation of the Lincoln 4-cent stamp played a crucial role
in connecting a geographically dispersed and emotionally divided population.
It facilitated communication across state lines, linking families,
businesses, and communities struggling to rebuild their lives and
relationships after the war. The stamp’s presence on countless letters and
packages served as a constant visual reminder of Lincoln's enduring legacy
and his shared experience across the country. The very act of using the
stamp, attaching a piece of paper bearing the president's image, created a



shared national experience.

Chapter 4: The Lincoln Legacy and Popular Culture: An Evolving Icon

The 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamp played a significant role in shaping the public
perception of Lincoln. It contributed to the evolving mythology surrounding
him, transforming him into a national icon of unity, strength, and sacrifice.
The image on the stamp, reproduced countless times in newspapers, magazines,
and personal collections, reinforced the memory of the president and helped
maintain a positive narrative of his presidency in a period still colored by
the bitterness of the Civil War. The stamp’s enduring popularity solidified
Lincoln's place in popular culture, paving the way for his iconic status in
American society.

Chapter 5: The 4-Cent Stamp Today: Collecting and Value:

Today, the 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamp is a highly sought-after item for
philatelists and collectors. Its historical significance, coupled with its
relatively low survival rate, contributes to its value. The condition of the
stamp, its centering, and any imperfections significantly impact its worth.
Collectors meticulously examine stamps for signs of wear, tears, or other
damage, focusing on details like the clarity of the print and the integrity
of the paper. Understanding the nuances of stamp grading and authentication
is vital for anyone hoping to add this valuable piece to their collection.

Conclusion: An Enduring Legacy

The 1869 Abraham Lincoln 4-cent stamp stands as a testament to the power of
visual communication and the enduring legacy of a pivotal figure in American
history. More than a simple postage stamp, it represents a moment in time, a
period of healing and rebuilding, and the ongoing effort to shape and
remember the nation's past. Its continued relevance in the world of philately
and its enduring symbolic power solidify its place as a significant artifact
of American history and cultural identity.

FAQs:

1. How much is the 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamp worth? The value varies
greatly depending on condition; a mint-condition stamp can be worth
thousands of dollars.

2. Who designed the 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamp? The artist remains a subject
of debate amongst philatelists.

3. How many 1869 Lincoln 4-cent stamps were printed? Precise figures are
difficult to establish, but estimates are available in specialized



philatelic sources.

4. Where can I find information on grading and authentication of the stamp?
Reputable philatelic societies and experienced dealers can provide
guidance.

5. What makes the stamp historically significant? It reflects post-Civil
War unity and the evolving Lincoln legacy.

6. What printing techniques were used for the stamp? Lithography was the
primary technique employed.

7. How was the stamp distributed across the nation? Through the US Postal
Service's established network.

8. Are there any known variations or errors in the 1869 Lincoln 4-cent
stamp? Yes, variations in color and printing exist, adding to its

collector appeal.

9. Where can I purchase the stamp? Reputable stamp dealers and online
auction sites are potential sources.

Related Articles:

1. The History of American Postage Stamps: A broad overview of the
evolution of American postage stamps.

2. Abraham Lincoln in Popular Culture: Examines Lincoln's image in various
forms of media throughout history.

3. Post-Civil War Reconstruction: A Social and Political Overview: Provides
a contextual background to the era.

4. The Art of Lithography in 19th-Century America: Focuses on the printing
techniques of the time.

5. Collecting Rare Stamps: A Beginner's Guide: Offers advice for novice
stamp collectors.

6. The Legacy of John C. Bachelder (or other potential artists): Explores
the life and work of the potential artist of the stamp.

7. The United States Postal Service in the 19th Century: Details the
operational aspects of the postal service during that era.

8. The Evolution of Lincoln's Image: From President to Icon: Traces how
perceptions of Lincoln changed after his death.



9. Valuing Rare and Collectible Stamps: Factors Affecting Worth: Offers
guidance on estimating the monetary value of collectible stamps.
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The Lif ¢ Abral _ Bible Stud
Abraham is one of the most blessed people in the Bible. Although Scripture 1is
not a comprehensive history of humans it does, however, chronicle the
relationship of one man and ..

Lif ¢ Abral Timeli _ Bible Stud
Abraham makes a covenant with Abimelech, the leader of the Philistines, then
lives for a time in Beersheba (Genesis 21:22 - 34). 1845 A Severe Test God
tests Abraham, now 115 years old, ..

Abraham's Lineage to Jesus Chart - Bible Study

God personally changed Abram's name (a quite rare occurrence in the Bible),
when he was ninety-nine years old, to Abraham because of the blessings he
would bestow on him. Sarai, ..

Abraham's Family Tree Chart - Bible Study
How many children were in Abraham's family tree? Through which wife of Jacob
does Jesus trace his lineage?

Abraham's Journey to Promised Land Map - Bible Study

Where did Abraham's journey to the Promised Land (the land of Canaan) begin?
How old was he when he left his hometown? Who came with him on the trip? What
places did he visit? How ..

Why Did Abraham Try to Save Sodom? - Bible Study

What was the purpose of angels visiting Abraham before the destruction of
Sodom and its sister city Gomorrah? Why did he try to bargain to save them?
What are the lessons we can glean ..

Genealogy of Shem to Abraham - Bible Study

Genealogy Fast Facts The genealogy from Shem to Abraham is the fifth found in
the Bible. Preceding it are the lineages of Cain (Genesis 4), Seth (Genesis
5), Japheth and Ham ..

Where Did Abraham Live? - Bible Study

Where did Abraham live before the journey that ultimately led him to Canaan?
The city of Ur, where Abraham first lived, is one of the first places on
earth where humans established a ..

Did Abral M ] 2 - Bible Stud
The Bible does record that Abraham, the father of the faithful, had at least
one face to face talk with the Lord (Jesus Christ in human form). The meeting



took place when, at the age of 99 in ..

Age at Which Isaac Was to Be Sacrificed - Bible Study

In Biblical terms a day often refers to a year, so how many years Abraham
lived there is anyone's guess, but "many" days (years) would likely indicate
at least ten and likely more. How Old Was ..

I f f Abral . Bible Stud
Abraham is one of the most blessed people in the Bible. Although Scripture 1is
not a comprehensive history of humans it does, however, chronicle the
relationship of one man and ..

Life of Abraham Timeline - Bible Study

Abraham makes a covenant with Abimelech, the leader of the Philistines, then
lives for a time in Beersheba (Genesis 21:22 - 34). 1845 A Severe Test God
tests Abraham, now 115 years old, ..
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God personally changed Abram's name (a quite rare occurrence in the Bible),
when he was ninety-nine years old, to Abraham because of the blessings he
would bestow on him. Sarai, ..

Abraham's Familv T Chart - Bible Stud
How many children were in Abraham's family tree? Through which wife of Jacob
does Jesus trace his lineage?

Abraham's Journey to Promised Land Map - Bible Study

Where did Abraham's journey to the Promised Land (the land of Canaan) begin?
How old was he when he left his hometown? Who came with him on the trip? What
places did he visit? How ..

Why Did Abraham Try to Save Sodom? - Bible Study

What was the purpose of angels visiting Abraham before the destruction of
Sodom and its sister city Gomorrah? Why did he try to bargain to save them?
What are the lessons we can glean ..

Genealogy of Shem to Abraham - Bible Study

Genealogy Fast Facts The genealogy from Shem to Abraham is the fifth found in
the Bible. Preceding it are the lineages of Cain (Genesis 4), Seth (Genesis
5), Japheth and Ham ..

Where Did Abraham Live? - Bible Study

Where did Abraham live before the journey that ultimately led him to Canaan?
The city of Ur, where Abraham first lived, is one of the first places on
earth where humans established a ..

Did Abraham Meet Jesus? - Bible Study
The Bible does record that Abraham, the father of the faithful, had at least
one face to face talk with the Lord (Jesus Christ in human form). The meeting
took place when, at the age of 99 in ..
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