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Ebook Description: Abraham Lincoln 4-Cent Stamp

This ebook delves into the fascinating history and multifaceted significance
of the 4-cent Abraham Lincoln postage stamp. More than just a piece of
philately, this stamp represents a pivotal moment in American history and the
evolution of graphic design. We explore its design, production, usage,
variations, and lasting impact on popular culture and historical memory. The
book examines the stamp's connection to the Civil War era, Lincoln's legacy,
and the evolving role of postage stamps as historical artifacts and
collector's items. It's a comprehensive look at a small but significant piece
of Americana, appealing to history buffs, stamp collectors, and anyone
interested in the intersection of art, history, and popular culture.

Ebook Title: Lincoln's Legacy in Four Cents: A
Philatelic and Historical Journey

Outline:

Introduction: The enduring appeal of the 4-cent Lincoln stamp.
Chapter 1: Design and Production: The creation of the iconic image, the
artists involved, and the printing process.
Chapter 2: Historical Context: The stamp's release during the post-Civil War
era and its reflection of national sentiment.
Chapter 3: Variations and Rarities: Exploring different printings, errors,
and their impact on value for collectors.
Chapter 4: Usage and Circulation: How the stamp was used, its geographic
distribution, and its role in everyday life.
Chapter 5: Cultural Impact: The stamp's presence in popular culture, art, and
literature.
Chapter 6: Collecting the 4-Cent Lincoln: Guidance for beginners and seasoned
collectors alike.
Conclusion: The lasting legacy of the 4-cent Lincoln stamp and its continued
relevance today.

Article: Lincoln's Legacy in Four Cents: A
Philatelic and Historical Journey

Introduction: The Enduring Appeal of the 4-Cent
Lincoln Stamp



The humble 4-cent Abraham Lincoln postage stamp, a seemingly insignificant
piece of paper, holds a surprisingly rich history and enduring appeal. Issued
during a pivotal period in American history, its design, production, and
subsequent circulation reflect the social, political, and artistic landscape
of the post-Civil War era. This seemingly small artifact serves as a powerful
lens through which we can explore Lincoln's enduring legacy, the evolution of
graphic design, and the fascinating world of philately. This exploration will
delve into the details of its creation, its historical significance, and its
lasting impact on popular culture and the field of stamp collecting.

Chapter 1: Design and Production: A Portrait of a
Nation

The design of the 4-cent Lincoln stamp is instantly recognizable. The iconic
portrait of Abraham Lincoln, a powerful and somber image, was crucial in
establishing the stamp's lasting appeal. The artist, Victor D. Brenner,
meticulously crafted a likeness that captured Lincoln’s strength, wisdom, and
melancholy, reflecting the national mood following the Civil War. The choice
of a bust portrait, rather than a more elaborate depiction, provided a sense
of dignity and solemnity fitting for the 16th President.

The printing process itself was a marvel of the time. The Bureau of Engraving
and Printing employed intricate techniques to ensure the high quality of the
stamp's reproduction. The process involved meticulous engraving of the
plates, ensuring the fine details of Lincoln's features were accurately
captured. The use of specific inks and paper contributed to the overall
aesthetic and durability of the stamp. Understanding the technical aspects of
its production adds another layer of appreciation for the stamp's artistic
and historical value.

Chapter 2: Historical Context: A Reflection of
National Sentiment

The release of the 4-cent Lincoln stamp in 1906, decades after Lincoln’s
assassination, signifies the enduring reverence for the president. The post-
Civil War era saw a surge in national efforts to reconcile the nation and
grapple with the legacy of slavery and the war. Lincoln, as the president who
guided the country through this tumultuous period, became a symbol of unity
and national healing. The stamp’s issuance reflected this national sentiment,
solidifying Lincoln's place in the American pantheon. The design itself,
austere yet powerful, reflected the seriousness of the historical moment and
the nation's desire to memorialize its martyred leader.

Chapter 3: Variations and Rarities: The Collector's
Pursuit

Like many postage stamps, the 4-cent Lincoln stamp exhibits variations that



greatly interest collectors. These variations can include subtle differences
in printing, paper type, and even minor imperfections. These seemingly
insignificant details can dramatically impact the value of a particular
stamp. For example, variations in the ink color, or the presence of specific
printing flaws, can transform a common stamp into a rare and valuable
collectible. Understanding these variations requires a keen eye and a deep
understanding of philatelic principles. This chapter would guide collectors
through identifying these variations and assessing their value in the market.

Chapter 4: Usage and Circulation: A Stamp in
Everyday Life

The 4-cent Lincoln stamp saw widespread use across the United States. It
facilitated everyday communication, carrying letters, postcards, and other
forms of mail across the country. Its use reflected the expanding postal
system and the importance of communication in a rapidly growing nation.
Studying its usage pattern provides valuable insights into the social and
economic activities of the early 20th century. The stamp's distribution would
reveal patterns of communication and trade across different regions of the
United States.

Chapter 5: Cultural Impact: Beyond the Envelope

The 4-cent Lincoln stamp transcended its purely functional purpose. Its
iconic image permeated popular culture, appearing in various artistic works,
advertisements, and even in everyday objects. Its presence in art,
literature, and popular media solidified its status as a powerful symbol of
American identity and the enduring legacy of Abraham Lincoln. This chapter
explores the various ways in which the stamp’s image was appropriated and
reinterpreted, revealing its influence on subsequent artistic expression.

Chapter 6: Collecting the 4-Cent Lincoln: A
Beginner's Guide

This chapter provides practical guidance for those interested in collecting
the 4-cent Lincoln stamp. It discusses crucial factors such as condition,
rarity, and grading systems used in assessing the value of stamps. It
emphasizes the importance of proper handling and storage to preserve the
stamp's condition, ensuring that it retains its value. Practical tips for
beginners and resources for further exploration in philately are included.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy

The 4-cent Abraham Lincoln postage stamp continues to hold immense
significance, even today. Its enduring appeal lies in its ability to connect
us to a pivotal moment in American history and to the enduring legacy of
Abraham Lincoln. It remains a potent symbol of American identity and a



testament to the power of graphic design and philately to preserve and
communicate historical narratives. The study of this seemingly small object
offers profound insights into the social, cultural, and historical landscape
of the early 20th century.

FAQs:

What is the approximate value of a 4-cent Lincoln stamp? The value1.
varies greatly depending on condition and rarity. A common stamp might
be worth a few dollars, while rare variations can fetch hundreds or even
thousands.

Where can I find information on the different variations of the stamp?2.
Philatelic catalogs and online resources dedicated to stamp collecting
are excellent sources.

How can I protect and preserve my 4-cent Lincoln stamp? Use archival-3.
quality materials such as acid-free sleeves and albums.

Who designed the 4-cent Lincoln stamp? It was designed by Victor D.4.
Brenner.

When was the 4-cent Lincoln stamp first issued? It was first issued in5.
1906.

What is the significance of the stamp's design? The austere yet powerful6.
bust portrait of Lincoln reflects the national mood post-Civil War.

Are there any known printing errors that increase the value of the7.
stamp? Yes, variations in color, paper, and perforations can
significantly affect value.

Is the 4-cent Lincoln stamp still in use today? No, it is a discontinued8.
stamp and is now a collector's item.

Where can I buy or sell 4-cent Lincoln stamps? Online auction sites,9.
stamp dealers, and philatelic shows are good options.

Related Articles:

Victor D. Brenner: The Artist Behind the Icon: A biography of the1.
stamp's designer and his other notable works.

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing: A History: An exploration of the2.
institution responsible for printing the stamp.



The Philately of the Post-Civil War Era: An overview of stamps issued3.
during this period and their historical context.

Collecting Rare Postage Stamps: A Beginner's Guide: A general guide to4.
the hobby of stamp collecting.

Abraham Lincoln: A Comprehensive Biography: A detailed account of5.
Lincoln’s life and presidency.

The Legacy of the Civil War in American Culture: An examination of the6.
war’s enduring impact on American society.

The Evolution of Postage Stamp Design: A look at how postage stamp7.
design has changed over time.

Identifying and Grading Postage Stamps: A guide to determining the8.
condition and value of stamps.

Investing in Rare Stamps: A Guide for Beginners: An overview of the9.
financial aspects of stamp collecting.

Additional Resources
The Life of Abraham - Bible Study
Abraham is one of the most blessed people in the Bible. Although Scripture is
not a comprehensive history of humans it does, however, chronicle the
relationship of one man and …

Life of Abraham Timeline - Bible Study
Abraham makes a covenant with Abimelech, the leader of the Philistines, then
lives for a time in Beersheba (Genesis 21:22 - 34). 1845 A Severe Test God
tests Abraham, now 115 years old, …

Abraham's Lineage to Jesus Chart - Bible Study
God personally changed Abram's name (a quite rare occurrence in the Bible),
when he was ninety-nine years old, to Abraham because of the blessings he
would bestow on him. Sarai, …

Abraham's Family Tree Chart - Bible Study
How many children were in Abraham's family tree? Through which wife of Jacob
does Jesus trace his lineage?

Abraham's Journey to Promised Land Map - Bible Study
Where did Abraham's journey to the Promised Land (the land of Canaan) begin?
How old was he when he left his hometown? Who came with him on the trip? What
places did he visit? How …



Why Did Abraham Try to Save Sodom? - Bible Study
What was the purpose of angels visiting Abraham before the destruction of
Sodom and its sister city Gomorrah? Why did he try to bargain to save them?
What are the lessons we can glean …

Genealogy of Shem to Abraham - Bible Study
Genealogy Fast Facts The genealogy from Shem to Abraham is the fifth found in
the Bible. Preceding it are the lineages of Cain (Genesis 4), Seth (Genesis
5), Japheth and Ham …

Where Did Abraham Live? - Bible Study
Where did Abraham live before the journey that ultimately led him to Canaan?
The city of Ur, where Abraham first lived, is one of the first places on
earth where humans established a …

Did Abraham Meet Jesus? - Bible Study
The Bible does record that Abraham, the father of the faithful, had at least
one face to face talk with the Lord (Jesus Christ in human form). The meeting
took place when, at the age of 99 in …

Age at Which Isaac Was to Be Sacrificed - Bible Study
In Biblical terms a day often refers to a year, so how many years Abraham
lived there is anyone's guess, but "many" days (years) would likely indicate
at least ten and likely more. How Old Was …

The Life of Abraham - Bible Study
Abraham is one of the most blessed people in the Bible. Although Scripture is
not a comprehensive history of humans it does, however, chronicle the
relationship of one man and his descendants …

Life of Abraham Timeline - Bible Study
Abraham makes a covenant with Abimelech, the leader of the Philistines, then
lives for a time in Beersheba (Genesis 21:22 - 34). 1845 A Severe Test God
tests Abraham, now 115 years old, by …

Abraham's Lineage to Jesus Chart - Bible Study
God personally changed Abram's name (a quite rare occurrence in the Bible),
when he was ninety-nine years old, to Abraham because of the blessings he
would bestow on him. Sarai, his wife, also …

Abraham's Family Tree Chart - Bible Study
How many children were in Abraham's family tree? Through which wife of Jacob
does Jesus trace his lineage?

Abraham's Journey to Promised Land Map - Bible Study
Where did Abraham's journey to the Promised Land (the land of Canaan) begin?
How old was he when he left his hometown? Who came with him on the trip? What
places did he visit? How long …

Why Did Abraham Try to Save Sodom? - Bible Study
What was the purpose of angels visiting Abraham before the destruction of



Sodom and its sister city Gomorrah? Why did he try to bargain to save them?
What are the lessons we can glean from …

Genealogy of Shem to Abraham - Bible Study
Genealogy Fast Facts The genealogy from Shem to Abraham is the fifth found in
the Bible. Preceding it are the lineages of Cain (Genesis 4), Seth (Genesis
5), Japheth and Ham (Genesis …

Where Did Abraham Live? - Bible Study
Where did Abraham live before the journey that ultimately led him to Canaan?
The city of Ur, where Abraham first lived, is one of the first places on
earth where humans established a settlement.

Did Abraham Meet Jesus? - Bible Study
The Bible does record that Abraham, the father of the faithful, had at least
one face to face talk with the Lord (Jesus Christ in human form). The meeting
took place when, at the age of 99 in 1861 …

Age at Which Isaac Was to Be Sacrificed - Bible Study
In Biblical terms a day often refers to a year, so how many years Abraham
lived there is anyone's guess, but "many" days (years) would likely indicate
at least ten and likely more. How Old Was …

Abraham Lincoln Stamp 4 Cent

Abraham Lincoln Stamp 4 Cent

Related Articles
accuser of the bretheren
abg practice questions with answers
achebe arrow of god

Back to Home

https://comparisons.wiki/abe-15/abraham-lincoln-stamp-4-cent.pdf
https://comparisons.wiki/abe-15/accuser-of-the-bretheren.pdf
https://comparisons.wiki/abe-15/abg-practice-questions-with-answers.pdf
https://comparisons.wiki/abe-15/achebe-arrow-of-god.pdf
https://comparisons.wiki

