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Book Concept: Adam Smith in Beijing

Title: Adam Smith in Beijing: Free Markets, Ancient Wisdom, and the Future of China

Logline: A brilliant but unconventional economist travels back in time to 18th-century
Beijing, where he encounters a vibrant, complex economy grappling with its own version
of capitalist principles – centuries before Smith ever penned The Wealth of Nations. The
journey forces him to confront the limitations of his own theories and re-evaluate the very
nature of economic progress.

Ebook Description:

Imagine: You're struggling to understand the complexities of the global economy,
especially China's meteoric rise. The news is overwhelming, the experts disagree, and
navigating this economic landscape feels like trying to solve a Rubik's Cube blindfolded.
Feeling lost and unsure about the future?

Adam Smith in Beijing offers a unique and illuminating perspective on economic
principles, their historical evolution, and their relevance to modern China. This captivating
journey blends historical fiction with insightful economic analysis, allowing you to grasp
complex concepts with ease and clarity.

Author: Dr. Eleanor Vance

Contents:

Introduction: Setting the stage – introducing Dr. Alistair Finch, a modern-day economist,
and his unexpected time travel.
Chapter 1: The Forbidden City and the Invisible Hand: Alistair's initial experiences in
18th-century Beijing – encountering a surprisingly sophisticated market system, and
discovering parallels and differences with Smith's theories.
Chapter 2: Silk, Tea, and the Mercantilist Mindset: Exploring China's historical economic
policies, highlighting the strengths and weaknesses of its mercantilist approach. A
comparison with the emerging ideas of free markets in Europe.
Chapter 3: The Canton System and the Limits of Control: Analyzing the complexities of
trade and the limitations of government intervention, using the Canton System as a case
study.
Chapter 4: Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Imperial China: Examining the role of
innovation and entrepreneurship in China's historical economic development, debunking
common misconceptions.
Chapter 5: A Clash of Economic Philosophies: Alistair debates with prominent Qing
Dynasty officials, engaging in lively discussions about the merits of different economic
models.



Chapter 6: The Shadow of the Opium Wars: Exploring the impact of Western influence and
the Opium Wars on China's economic trajectory.
Chapter 7: Lessons from the Past, Insights for the Future: Reflecting on Alistair’s
experience and drawing parallels to contemporary China and the global economy.
Conclusion: Alistair's return to the present, his newfound understanding, and the enduring
relevance of Smith's ideas in a rapidly changing world.

---

Article: Adam Smith in Beijing – A Deep Dive into
the Book's Structure

This article provides a detailed analysis of the book's structure and content outlined
above. Each section will delve deeper into the themes and arguments presented in each
chapter.

H1: Introduction: Setting the Stage for Economic Exploration

The introduction serves as a crucial element, immediately engaging the reader with the
unconventional premise: a modern economist, Dr. Alistair Finch, unexpectedly time-
traveling to 18th-century Beijing. This hook immediately piques curiosity, establishing a
narrative that intertwines historical fiction with economic analysis. The introduction also
establishes Alistair's expertise and his initial assumptions about the limitations of pre-
industrial economies, providing a point of contrast for the subsequent revelations.

H2: Chapter 1: The Forbidden City and the Invisible Hand – A First Encounter with a
Sophisticated Market

This chapter marks Alistair's initial encounter with 18th-century Beijing's bustling
markets. It directly confronts the reader's preconceived notions about the limited
economic sophistication of pre-industrial societies. Alistair will discover evidence of a
thriving, albeit different, form of market organization. The chapter emphasizes the
concept of the "invisible hand" in a distinctly non-European context, showcasing how price
mechanisms, competition, and specialization, although not described explicitly by Smith’s
terms, existed and facilitated economic activity. This allows for a nuanced comparison of
the spontaneous order of markets across vastly different socio-political landscapes.

H3: Chapter 2: Silk, Tea, and the Mercantilist Mindset – Comparing Economic
Philosophies

This chapter shifts focus to the historical context, exploring China's long-standing
mercantilist approach to trade. The discussion will center on the policies that governed
the silk and tea trades, two cornerstones of China's global economic engagement. It
contrasts the mercantilist emphasis on state control and trade surpluses with the
burgeoning free-market ideas emerging in Europe during Smith's time. The chapter
highlights the successes and limitations of mercantilism, laying the groundwork for a more
nuanced understanding of its impact on China's economic development. The comparison
between mercantilism and free market principles sets the stage for later chapters that



directly confront these ideologies.

H4: Chapter 3: The Canton System and the Limits of Control – Examining Government
Intervention

This chapter focuses on the Canton System, a highly restrictive system of trade that the
Qing Dynasty imposed on foreign merchants. The Canton System serves as a fascinating
case study for analyzing the challenges and unintended consequences of government
intervention in trade. Alistair's observations in this chapter will critically assess the
system’s effectiveness in achieving its stated goals and revealing the limitations of
excessive control in regulating economic activity. The chapter will highlight the tension
between state control and the organic forces of the market, providing a valuable historical
lesson on the importance of balancing government regulation with market efficiency.

H5: Chapter 4: Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Imperial China – Dispelling Myths and
Highlighting Innovation

This chapter aims to dispel the misconception that innovation was stagnant in pre-
industrial China. It will focus on examples of entrepreneurial activities and technological
advancements, demonstrating that the country possessed a dynamic and innovative
economic sector. The chapter will highlight the roles of individual entrepreneurs and the
contributions of various industries to the Chinese economy, illustrating that innovation
existed outside of a strictly “free-market” system. This section directly challenges common
assumptions about technological stagnation, adding a crucial dimension to the discussion
of economic development.

H6: Chapter 5: A Clash of Economic Philosophies – Engaging in Philosophical Debate

This chapter depicts Alistair engaging in intellectual discourse with prominent Qing
Dynasty officials. These debates form the heart of the book's intellectual core, as they
directly compare and contrast the emerging free-market ideas with the established
Chinese economic philosophy. The debates will involve lively discussions on the role of the
state, the nature of wealth, and the optimal approach to economic growth. This chapter
utilizes a fictional narrative to facilitate an accessible and engaging exploration of complex
economic concepts.

H7: Chapter 6: The Shadow of the Opium Wars – Exploring the Impact of External
Influence

This chapter addresses the profound impact of the Opium Wars on China's economic
trajectory. It examines the consequences of Western imperialism and the disruption of
China's established economic structures. The chapter will analyze the long-term effects of
this period, illustrating how external forces can significantly alter the course of a nation's
economic development. The Opium Wars serve as a critical turning point in understanding
China's subsequent economic history.

H8: Chapter 7: Lessons from the Past, Insights for the Future – Applying Historical
Lessons to Modernity

This chapter serves as a bridge between the historical narrative and contemporary
relevance. It analyzes the lessons Alistair learns from his journey, drawing parallels to



modern-day China and the global economy. The chapter will highlight the enduring
relevance of fundamental economic principles, while recognizing the complexities of the
modern globalized economy. This transition enables the reader to apply the historical
insights gained throughout the book to current economic issues.

H9: Conclusion: Alistair’s Return and Enduring Relevance

The conclusion sees Alistair's return to the present, reflecting on his transformative
experience. He incorporates the lessons learned from his journey into his understanding of
modern economics and China's ongoing economic transformation. The conclusion
emphasizes the importance of viewing economic systems within their specific historical
and cultural contexts, challenging simplistic interpretations and fostering a deeper
appreciation for the complexities of economic growth and development.

---

FAQs:

Is this book purely fiction, or does it contain factual economic information? It blends1.
historical fiction with rigorously researched economic analysis, making it both
captivating and informative.

What is the target audience for this book? The book is aimed at a wide audience,2.
including those interested in history, economics, China, and comparative economic
systems.

What makes this book different from other books on Chinese economics? The unique3.
time-travel narrative offers a fresh and engaging approach to understanding complex
economic principles.

Does the book require prior knowledge of economics? No, the book is written in an4.
accessible style, making it suitable for readers with little or no prior economic
background.

How does the book handle the complexities of 18th-century China? The book5.
carefully contextualizes the period, explaining its historical nuances without
overwhelming the reader.

What is the author's background? Dr. Eleanor Vance is a renowned economist6.
specializing in Chinese economic history.

Is this book suitable for students? Yes, it can serve as supplementary reading for7.
students studying economics, history, or Chinese studies.

What is the main takeaway message of the book? The book emphasizes the8.
importance of understanding economic principles within their historical and cultural
context, and the enduring relevance of fundamental economic concepts.

Where can I purchase the ebook? [Insert relevant purchasing links here]9.



---

Related Articles:

The Canton System: A Case Study in Trade Restriction: Explores the historical1.
context, functioning, and eventual demise of the Canton System.

Mercantilism in 18th-Century China: Policies and Impacts: A detailed examination of2.
China's mercantilist policies and their influence on the economy.

Innovation in Pre-Industrial China: Myths and Realities: Challenges common3.
misconceptions about innovation in pre-industrial China, highlighting various
technological advancements.

The Invisible Hand in Non-Western Contexts: Explores the concept of the invisible4.
hand beyond its Western origins, examining its manifestation in different historical
settings.

A Comparison of Economic Thought: Adam Smith vs. Qing Dynasty Economists: A5.
direct comparison of Smith's theories with the economic perspectives prevalent in
18th-century China.

The Opium Wars and their Economic Consequences for China: A detailed analysis of6.
the long-term economic effects of the Opium Wars.

Modern China’s Economic Rise: Lessons from the Past: Explores the historical7.
context of China's recent economic development.

The Role of Entrepreneurship in China's Economic History: Examines the8.
contribution of entrepreneurship to China’s economic development throughout
history.

Adam Smith’s Relevance in the 21st Century Global Economy: A discussion of the9.
continuing relevance of Adam Smith’s ideas in today’s complex economic landscape.
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如何理解Adam算法 (Adaptive Moment Estimation)？ - 知乎
Adam算法现在已经算很基础的知识，就不多说了。 3. 鞍点逃逸和极小值选择 这些年训练神经网络的大量实验里，大家经常观察到，Adam的training
loss下降得比SGD更快，但是test accuracy却经常比SGD更差（尤其是在最经典的CNN模型里）。 …

Adam and Eve - Biblical Archaeology Society
Mar 6, 2025 · The brand-new collection in the Biblical Archaeology Society Library, Adam
and Eve, highlights intriguing insights on women’s role in the Bible and ancient



thought—some of which might even be called feminist, right in …

The Origin of Sin and Death in the Bible
Mar 6, 2025 · The Wisdom of Solomon is one text that expresses this view. What is the
origin of sin and death in the Bible? Who was the first sinner? To answer the latter
question, today people would probably debate …

为什么NLP模型通常使用AdamW作为优化器，而不是SGD？ - 知乎
而Adamw是在Adam的基础上进行了优化。 因此本篇文章，首先介绍下Adam，看看它是针对sgd做了哪些优化。 其次介绍下Adamw是如何解决
了Adam优化器让L2正则化变弱的缺陷。 相信读完这篇文章，能让你熟练掌握LLM时代神经网络优化器Adamw …

Lilith - Biblical Archaeology Society
Jan 5, 2024 · In most manifestations of her myth, Lilith represents chaos, seduction and
ungodliness. Yet, in her every guise, Lilith has cast a spell on humankind.

如何理解Adam算法 (Adaptive Moment Estimation)？ - 知乎
Adam算法现在已经算很基础的知识，就不多说了。 3. 鞍点逃逸和极小值选择 这些年训练神经网络的大量实验里，大家经常观察到，Adam的training
loss下降得比SGD更快，但是test accuracy …

Adam and Eve - Biblical Archaeology Society
Mar 6, 2025 · The brand-new collection in the Biblical Archaeology Society Library, Adam
and Eve, highlights intriguing insights on women’s role in the Bible and ancient
thought—some of …

The Origin of Sin and Death in the Bible
Mar 6, 2025 · The Wisdom of Solomon is one text that expresses this view. What is the
origin of sin and death in the Bible? Who was the first sinner? To answer the latter
question, today …

为什么NLP模型通常使用AdamW作为优化器，而不是SGD？ - 知乎
而Adamw是在Adam的基础上进行了优化。 因此本篇文章，首先介绍下Adam，看看它是针对sgd做了哪些优化。 其次介绍下Adamw是如何解决
了Adam优化器让L2正则化变弱的缺陷。 相 …

Lilith - Biblical Archaeology Society
Jan 5, 2024 · In most manifestations of her myth, Lilith represents chaos, seduction and
ungodliness. Yet, in her every guise, Lilith has cast a spell on humankind.

- Biblical Archaeology Society
Apr 17, 2025 · The Adam and Eve story states that God formed Adam out of dust, and then
Eve was created from one of Adam’s ribs. Was it really his rib?

How the Serpent in the Garden Became Satan
Jan 21, 2025 · The Adam and Eve Story: Eve Came From Where? The Book of Genesis tells
us that God created woman from one of Adam’s ribs. But Biblical scholar Ziony Zevit says
that the …

Lilith in the Bible and Mythology - Biblical Archaeology Society
Aug 15, 2024 · From demoness to Adam’s first wife, Lilith is a terrifying force. To learn
more about Lilith in the Bible and mythology, read Dan Ben-Amos’s full article— “ From
Eden to …



Who Was the Wife of Cain? - Biblical Archaeology Society
Feb 25, 2025 · Was Eve Made from Adam’s Rib—or His Baculum? The Book of Genesis
tells us that God created woman from one of Adam’s ribs. But our author says that the
traditional …

使用Adam优化器可以设置很高的学习率吗？ - 知乎
Apr 11, 2020 · 使用Adam优化器可以设置很高的学习率吗？ 如题，比如我可以设置0.5，或者1吗？ 反正Adam会自适应调整学习率，不如设置的大
一点，前期还可以快速收敛，这种想法对嘛？ …
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