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This ebook delves into the fascinating world of the Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base's 309th Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration Group (AMARG), commonly
known as "The Boneyard," located in Tucson, Arizona. It's more than just a
graveyard of planes; it's a massive storage and preservation facility holding
thousands of aircraft from various eras and military branches. The book
explores the history of AMARG, the logistics of maintaining such a vast
collection, the processes involved in storing, preserving, and potentially
reactivating these aircraft, and the economic and strategic implications of
this unique facility. It will also examine the environmental considerations,
the role of AMARG in national security, and the captivating stories behind
some of the most prominent aircraft residing within its gates. The book is
significant for its unique perspective on a little-known yet crucial aspect
of American military history and logistics, appealing to aviation
enthusiasts, military history buffs, and anyone fascinated by large-scale
industrial processes and preservation. The book's relevance extends to
discussions surrounding military spending, resource management, and the
potential for repurposing and recycling obsolete military equipment.

Ebook Title: Guardians of the Sky: The Story of
AMARG

Ebook Outline:

Introduction: A captivating overview of AMARG, its history, and its
significance.
Chapter 1: The Genesis of AMARG: The origins and early years of the facility,
key historical events that shaped its development.
Chapter 2: Preservation and Maintenance: Detailed explanation of the
processes used to preserve aircraft in the harsh desert environment,
including corrosion control, storage techniques, and regular maintenance
routines.
Chapter 3: The Aircraft: A Diverse Collection: Profiles of notable aircraft
stored at AMARG, highlighting their historical significance and operational
history.
Chapter 4: Reactivation and Repurposing: The process of returning aircraft to
operational status, and examples of aircraft that have been reactivated or
repurposed for other uses.
Chapter 5: Economic and Strategic Implications: Analysis of AMARG's role in
national security, the economic impact on the local community, and the
management of valuable military assets.
Chapter 6: Environmental Considerations: Discussion of AMARG's environmental
footprint and the efforts taken to minimize its impact on the desert
ecosystem.
Chapter 7: The Future of AMARG: Predictions and speculations about the future
of AMARG and the role of aircraft storage and preservation in the evolving
landscape of military technology.
Conclusion: Summarizing key takeaways, and reflecting on the legacy of AMARG
as a vital component of America's aerospace history.



Article: Guardians of the Sky: The Story of
AMARG

Introduction: Unveiling the Secrets of AMARG

The Davis-Monthan Air Force Base's 309th Aerospace Maintenance and
Regeneration Group (AMARG), better known as "The Boneyard," is a sprawling
desert expanse that houses thousands of aircraft, a silent testament to the
ebbs and flows of military power and technological advancement. This
seemingly desolate landscape, nestled near Tucson, Arizona, is anything but
lifeless. It's a meticulously organized repository of aviation history, a
testament to human ingenuity, and a crucial component of America's national
security strategy. This article will explore the multifaceted world of AMARG,
delving into its history, operations, and its profound significance.

Chapter 1: The Genesis of AMARG: From WWII to the
Cold War

AMARG's origins trace back to the post-World War II era when the U.S.
military faced the daunting task of managing a surplus of aircraft. The need
for a centralized storage and maintenance facility became paramount. The
chosen location, the arid climate of the Arizona desert, proved ideal for
preserving aircraft from corrosion and environmental degradation. The initial
focus was on maintaining and storing aircraft for potential reactivation, a
strategy proven crucial during periods of heightened geopolitical tensions.
The Korean War and the Cold War saw a significant influx of aircraft into
AMARG, solidifying its role as a vital strategic asset.

Chapter 2: Preservation and Maintenance: A Delicate
Balance

The preservation of aircraft in AMARG is a complex and meticulous
undertaking. The arid desert environment, while beneficial in mitigating
corrosion, presents its own challenges. Extreme temperature fluctuations and
occasional dust storms necessitate specialized techniques. Aircraft are
prepared for long-term storage through a rigorous process: fuel and fluids
are drained, critical systems are preserved, and the aircraft are coated with
protective materials to prevent corrosion. Regular inspections, maintenance,
and the application of specialized coatings are crucial to preserving these
aircraft for decades, even centuries, ready for potential reactivation or
parts reclamation.

Chapter 3: The Aircraft: A Diverse Collection – A
Glimpse into Aviation History

AMARG is a veritable museum of aviation history, housing a diverse collection
of aircraft spanning multiple eras and military branches. From iconic bombers
like the B-52 Stratofortress and B-1 Lancer to agile fighter jets such as the
F-16 Fighting Falcon and F-15 Eagle, the sheer variety is breathtaking.
Helicopters, transport aircraft, and even experimental prototypes find a
resting place within its gates. Each aircraft represents a chapter in
aviation history, a testament to technological advancements and the ever-



evolving landscape of air power.

Chapter 4: Reactivation and Repurposing: Giving Wings
to the Past

Despite being perceived as a "boneyard," AMARG is far from a static
repository. Many aircraft stored at AMARG have been reactivated and returned
to service. This reactivation process involves thorough inspections, repairs,
and the replacement of worn-out components. The ability to quickly bring
these aircraft back to operational status is a significant advantage during
times of national emergency or unexpected surges in military needs.
Furthermore, AMARG serves as a crucial source of spare parts, ensuring the
continued operational readiness of active aircraft. Components from stored
aircraft are often cannibalized to keep currently active planes flying.

Chapter 5: Economic and Strategic Implications: A
Vital National Asset

AMARG's strategic importance extends beyond its role as a storage facility.
The facility represents a significant investment in national security,
allowing the U.S. military to maintain a reserve of aircraft readily
available for reactivation. This reduces the need for expensive new aircraft
production in times of crisis. Economically, AMARG supports a substantial
workforce and contributes to the local economy. The facility also serves as a
valuable asset for research and development, providing opportunities to study
and analyze past aircraft designs and technologies.

Chapter 6: Environmental Considerations: Balancing
Preservation and Sustainability

The environmental impact of AMARG is a critical consideration. Efforts are
continuously made to minimize its footprint on the fragile desert ecosystem.
Regulations are in place to control hazardous materials, and various
strategies are employed to manage waste and conserve water. Recycling and
repurposing of materials from decommissioned aircraft contribute to
sustainable practices. The aim is to balance the need for aircraft
preservation with environmental responsibility.

Chapter 7: The Future of AMARG: Adapting to Changing
Times

The future of AMARG is likely to be shaped by evolving military strategies,
technological advancements, and environmental concerns. The facility will
need to adapt to changes in aircraft technology, incorporating new storage
and maintenance techniques for the latest generation of aircraft. The ongoing
need for aircraft preservation, coupled with evolving sustainability
initiatives, will shape the facility's operations in the years to come.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Aviation Excellence

AMARG stands as a remarkable testament to the dedication, ingenuity, and
foresight of those involved in its operation. It’s not merely a storage



facility; it's a dynamic entity that safeguards aviation history, supports
national security, and plays a vital role in the ongoing evolution of
aerospace technology. The boneyard's story is one of preservation,
reactivation, resource management, and the enduring legacy of American
military aviation.

FAQs

Where exactly is the AMARG located? Davis-Monthan Air Force Base,1.
Tucson, Arizona.

How many aircraft are stored at AMARG? Thousands of aircraft, the exact1.
number fluctuating.

What types of aircraft are stored there? A wide range of aircraft from1.
various eras and military branches, including bombers, fighters,
transports, and helicopters.

Are the aircraft ever reactivated? Yes, aircraft are occasionally1.
reactivated and returned to service.

What is the purpose of storing these aircraft? Strategic reserve, parts1.
reclamation, historical preservation.

What is the environmental impact of AMARG? Efforts are made to minimize1.
environmental impact through waste management and sustainability
practices.

Can I visit AMARG? Public access is limited; tours are rarely available.1.

How long does it take to reactivate an aircraft? The time varies1.
depending on the aircraft's condition and the extent of necessary
repairs.

What is the future of AMARG? AMARG will likely adapt to evolving1.



military needs and technological advancements while incorporating
sustainable practices.

Related Articles:

The History of Military Aircraft Storage: A chronological overview of1.
aircraft storage practices throughout history.

The Technology of Aircraft Preservation: A deep dive into the methods2.
and techniques used to protect aircraft from degradation.

The Economic Impact of AMARG on Tucson: An analysis of the economic3.
contributions of AMARG to the local community.

Notable Aircraft at AMARG: A Pictorial Guide: A visual exploration of4.
some of the most iconic aircraft stored at AMARG.

The Reactivation Process: From Boneyard to Flightline: A step-by-step5.
account of the process of returning aircraft to operational status.

Environmental Stewardship at AMARG: A Case Study: An examination of6.
AMARG's environmental practices and initiatives.

AMARG and National Security: A Strategic Assessment: An analysis of7.
AMARG's role in maintaining national defense capabilities.

The Future of Aircraft Disposal and Recycling: A discussion of emerging8.
technologies and strategies for sustainable aircraft disposal.

Comparing AMARG to Other Aircraft Storage Facilities Worldwide: A9.
comparative analysis of AMARG with similar facilities globally.
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