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Book Concept: Beyond the Scarface: Al Capone, the
1959 Movie and the Myth

Book Title: Beyond the Scarface: Unmasking Al Capone Through the Lens of the 1959 Film

Target Audience: Fans of gangster films, history buffs, film enthusiasts, those interested in true
crime, and readers who enjoy exploring the intersection of myth and reality.

Compelling Storyline/Structure:

The book will be structured as a dual narrative, weaving together a detailed analysis of the 1959 film
"Al Capone" with a thorough exploration of the historical Al Capone. Each chapter will analyze a
specific facet of Capone's life (e.g., his rise to power, his business dealings, his downfall, his
imprisonment) and will compare and contrast how it's depicted in the film with historical evidence.
This approach will allow the reader to understand not only the film's narrative but also the
limitations and biases inherent in its portrayal of a complex historical figure. The book will include
rare behind-the-scenes information on the 1959 film's production, including anecdotes and
interviews (if available through research), further deepening its exploration of the historical context
and cinematic interpretation. The book will also investigate the lasting impact of the film on the
Capone legend and its influence on subsequent portrayals in popular culture.

Ebook Description:

He was a legend. A myth. A monster. But the truth about Al Capone is far more complicated than the
headlines suggest.

Are you fascinated by the notorious gangster Al Capone, but confused by the conflicting narratives
surrounding his life? Do you find yourself questioning the accuracy of popular portrayals, longing for
a deeper understanding beyond the sensationalized stories? Are you curious about the 1959 film "Al
Capone" and its impact on the enduring Capone myth?

Then this book is for you.

Beyond the Scarface: Unmasking Al Capone Through the Lens of the 1959 Film by [Your Name]
offers a fresh perspective, meticulously examining the 1959 movie and its relationship to the
historical record.

Contents:

Introduction: Setting the stage - the enduring fascination with Al Capone and the 1959 film's
significance.

Chapter 1: The Rise of "Scarface": Comparing the film's portrayal of Capone's early life and criminal
activities with documented historical events.



Chapter 2: Business and Brutality: An analysis of Capone's economic empire and its depiction in the
movie, exploring the realities of his illegal operations.

Chapter 3: The Fall of an Empire: Examining Capone's trial, conviction, and imprisonment,
contrasting the film's narrative with the actual legal proceedings.

Chapter 4: The Legend and the Legacy: Exploring the lasting impact of the 1959 film and its role in
shaping public perception of Al Capone.

Conclusion: A synthesis of findings, offering a balanced perspective on Al Capone beyond the myths
and legends.

Beyond the Scarface: Unmasking Al Capone Through
the Lens of the 1959 Film - A Deep Dive

Introduction: The Enduring Allure of Al Capone and the 1959 Film

Al Capone remains one of history's most enduring and controversial figures. His name conjures
images of lavish parties, ruthless violence, and an untouchable criminal empire. The 1959 film, "Al
Capone," starring Rod Steiger, significantly contributed to the enduring myth surrounding this
notorious gangster. This book will analyze the film's portrayal of Capone, comparing its narrative to
historical evidence and exploring the complexities of the man behind the legend. We will delve into
the film's production, the choices made by its creators, and the lasting impact it had on how Capone
is remembered today. This examination is crucial because it allows us to separate fact from fiction
and gain a more nuanced understanding of Capone's life and times.

Chapter 1: The Rise of "Scarface": Fact vs. Fiction in Capone's Early Years

This chapter will dissect the film's depiction of Capone's early life, tracing his journey from his
impoverished upbringing in Brooklyn to his meteoric rise in the Chicago underworld. The film
emphasizes certain aspects of his character, such as his ruthlessness and ambition. We will compare
these cinematic portrayals with historical accounts of his early criminal activities, his association
with Johnny Torrio, and his rapid ascent through the ranks of the organized crime scene. We will
explore the extent to which the film accurately reflects the historical reality of his early years or if it
exaggerates certain aspects for dramatic effect. We'll explore the creation of the "Scarface" persona
and analyze how the movie shaped it. This will include an in-depth investigation of historical records
and biographies to provide a comprehensive counterpoint to the cinematic interpretation.

Chapter 2: Business and Brutality: Deconstructing Capone's Economic Empire

Al Capone’s power wasn’t just about violence; it was rooted in a sophisticated, albeit illegal, business
acumen. This chapter examines the film’s portrayal of Capone’s vast criminal enterprise, contrasting
it with the realities of his bootlegging operations, his control over speakeasies, and his expansion
into other illicit activities. The film touches on these aspects, but often simplifies the complexities of
his business model and the scale of his operations. We will analyze the economic context of
Prohibition and Capone's role in exploiting it, examining the strategies he employed to consolidate
power and amass wealth. This section will explore primary and secondary source materials,
including financial records, investigative reports, and contemporary accounts to provide a more



detailed and accurate picture of Capone's economic influence. The role of violence in maintaining
control over his business will also be examined in detail.

Chapter 3: The Fall of an Empire: Capone's Trial, Imprisonment, and the Legal Battles

Capone's eventual downfall was a result of a combination of factors - his high profile, relentless
investigations, and eventually, a successful prosecution on tax evasion charges. This chapter
compares the film’s version of Capone's legal battles with the actual historical record. The film
might dramatize or simplify the complexity of the legal proceedings against him. We will analyze the
strategies employed by both the prosecution and the defense, the key witnesses, and the significance
of the tax evasion charges. This section will involve scrutinizing court documents, legal transcripts,
and newspaper articles of the time to fully understand the details of the case and contrast it with the
narrative presented in the film. The chapter will also explore the impact of his imprisonment on his
health and mental state.

Chapter 4: The Legend and the Legacy: The Enduring Impact of the 1959 Film

The 1959 film "Al Capone" wasn't just a movie; it was a significant contribution to the enduring
legend surrounding the gangster. This chapter explores the lasting impact of the film on public
perception. How did the movie shape subsequent portrayals of Capone in popular culture? How did
it influence the way we understand his life and times today? This section will examine the film’s
critical reception, its box office success, and its influence on later films and depictions of Capone.
We will analyze how the film solidified certain aspects of the Capone myth and how it contributed to
the lasting image of the gangster, particularly focusing on the influence the film had on the way Al
Capone is popularly represented, including how he is presented in books, television series and other
media.

Conclusion: Beyond the Scarface - A Balanced Perspective on Al Capone

By examining the 1959 film "Al Capone" alongside historical evidence, this book offers a more
nuanced understanding of this iconic figure. The conclusion will synthesize our findings, highlighting
the discrepancies between the film's narrative and historical reality, and offering a balanced
perspective on Al Capone's life, emphasizing both his ruthlessness and his business acumen. It will
re-evaluate Capone's legacy, considering his impact on American history and his enduring presence
in popular culture. This will include a discussion of the ethical considerations of portraying historical
figures in film and the challenges of balancing entertainment with historical accuracy.

9 Unique FAQs:
1. How accurate is the 1959 Al Capone film? The film takes liberties with historical details for
dramatic effect; it's a compelling story but not a strict historical account.

2. What were Al Capone's main sources of income? Bootlegging, gambling, prostitution, and
other racketeering activities were his main revenue streams.



3. How did Al Capone's trial and conviction take place? He was successfully prosecuted for tax
evasion, a relatively minor charge compared to his other crimes, due to lack of evidence
against his more serious offenses.

4. What was Al Capone's personality like? Accounts suggest he was charismatic and ruthless,
capable of both great charm and brutal violence.

5. What impact did Prohibition have on Al Capone's rise to power? Prohibition created the
environment for Capone to build his criminal empire through bootlegging.

6. How did the 1959 film portray Al Capone differently from other gangster movies? It attempted
to explore a more nuanced perspective than some earlier films, but it still relied on several

dramatic liberties.

7. What is the legacy of the 1959 Al Capone movie? It contributed to the ongoing mythologizing
of Al Capone in popular culture, impacting how he's perceived to this day.

8. What were the technological aspects of filmmaking at that time (1959)? The film used standard
cinematic techniques of its era, focusing on storytelling and character development rather

than advanced special effects.

9. How did the public react to the 1959 Al Capone movie? Reception was mixed; some praised
Steiger's performance, others criticized the historical inaccuracies.

9 Related Articles:
1. Al Capone's Early Life and Criminal Beginnings: A detailed look at his youth, his criminal
apprenticeship, and his early activities in New York City.

2. The Economics of Al Capone's Empire: An analysis of his business model, revenue streams,
and the scale of his illicit operations.

3. The St. Valentine's Day Massacre: Fact and Fiction: A critical examination of the infamous
massacre and its depiction in the 1959 film.

4. The Legal Strategy Against Al Capone: A deep dive into the legal proceedings against him,
focusing on the tax evasion charges.

5. Al Capone's Imprisonment and Decline: An exploration of his time at Alcatraz, his deteriorating
health, and his eventual release.

6. Comparing and Contrasting Different Portrayals of Al Capone in Film: An analysis of how
Capone has been depicted in different movies and television shows throughout history.

7. The Cultural Impact of Al Capone's Legend: An examination of how Capone has influenced



popular culture, including his presence in literature, music, and other forms of media.

8. The Making of the 1959 Al Capone Movie: Behind-the-scenes insights into the production of
the film, including casting, filming, and the creative decisions made by its creators.

9. Analyzing Rod Steiger's Performance as Al Capone: An assessment of Steiger's acting and how
his portrayal of Capone shaped public perception of the gangster.
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