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Introduction: Setting the Stage: Badiou's Materialist Ontology and Pauline
Theology

Alain Badiou, a prominent figure in contemporary French philosophy, and St. Paul, a pivotal figure in the
development of early Christianity, represent seemingly disparate intellectual landscapes. Badiou, a self-
described Marxist, grounds his philosophy in a materialist ontology, emphasizing the importance of
historical materialism and the role of political action in achieving emancipation. St. Paul, on the other hand,
anchors his thought in a deeply spiritual theology, emphasizing faith, divine grace, and the transformative
power of Christ's sacrifice. Yet, a comparative analysis reveals surprising parallels and crucial divergences
between their respective approaches to truth, subjectivity, and the pursuit of a better world. This study
delves into these intersections, exploring how their differing frameworks illuminate fundamental
questions about faith, politics, and the nature of revolutionary transformation. We will examine the concept
of truth, the significance of events, the nature of the subject, and ethical implications in their respective

works.

Chapter 1: The Concept of Truth: Badiou's Fidélité and Paul's Gospel

Badiou’s conception of truth is intrinsically linked to his notion of “fidelity” (fidélité). Truth, for Badiou,
isn't a pre-existing entity to be discovered but rather a process of creation arising from an "event." An event
disrupts the existing state of affairs, creating a new possibility for truth. Fidelity, then, is the sustained
commitment to working through the consequences of that event, building a new world based on its

disruptive potential. For Badiou, this is a fundamentally political undertaking.

Paul, conversely, grounds truth in the revealed word of God, as manifested in the person and teachings of
Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the truth, a revelation of God's grace and plan for humanity's salvation. While
Paul also speaks of a transformative "conversion," it's a spiritual rather than a purely political event. This
conversion, however, equally leads to a process of transformation and commitment to the new life
promised through faith. While Badiou’s fidelity is driven by a political aim, Paul’s commitment arises from
religious faith. Both, however, involve a radical break from the status quo and a sustained effort to reshape

existence according to a new truth.

Chapter 2: The Event and Conversion: Comparing Revolutionary

Ruptures



Badiou identifies "events" as those exceptional moments that disrupt established structures and open up new
possibilities for truth. These are not predictable; they are singularities that introduce unforeseen changes.

For Badiou, the communist revolution is a prime example of an event, a rupture that created the possibility
of a new social order, even if its initial promise was not fulfilled. Fidelity is the persistent effort to navigate

this newly created space, to establish a community founded on the truth unveiled by the event.

Paul's "conversion" on the road to Damascus can be viewed as an event in a similar vein. A sudden,
unexpected experience transformed Paul, radically altering his worldview and leading him to dedicate his
life to spreading the Gospel. This conversion acts as a rupture in his former life and the starting point for a
new form of fidelity, an unwavering commitment to Christ's teachings. The comparison highlights
similarities in the transformative nature of these events. Both disrupt existing frameworks and call for a

radical reorientation of life, whether towards a communist society or a life dedicated to Christ.

Chapter 3: The Subject and Community: Individual Faith and Collective

Action

Badiou's subject is not a pre-existing entity but a product of engagement with the event and fidelity to its
truth. The subject is actively constituted through the process of enacting the event's consequences. The
community, therefore, is not a pre-given structure but an organization based on shared commitment to a

common truth.

For Paul, the subject is similarly transformed by faith, although this transformation originates in divine
grace rather than political action. The Christian community is formed around shared belief and participation
in the sacraments, united by their common commitment to Christ. However, this community is also

conceived as a political body, with implications for social justice and ethical action.

Chapter 4: Love, Ethics, and Politics: Different Paths to Emancipation

Badiou's ethics are closely tied to his politics. Love, for him, is not merely a sentimental feeling but a
militant commitment to the construction of a more just and equitable world. The political struggle is

inseparable from the ethical imperative to create a society based on equality and emancipation.

Paul's ethics, rooted in Christian love (agape), emphasize compassion, forgiveness, and charity. This love,
however, also translates into a radical challenge to social hierarchies and injustice. While seemingly less

focused on explicit political action, Paul's emphasis on communal solidarity and concern for the



marginalized bears a striking resemblance to Badiou’s political goals.

Conclusion: Beyond Convergence and Divergence: Lessons from the
Confrontation

Comparing Badiou and Paul illuminates the complexities of faith, politics, and the pursuit of emancipation.
While their ontological starting points differ significantly, both offer compelling accounts of transformative
events, fidelity to truth, and the creation of meaningful communities. The juxtaposition highlights the
varied ways in which individuals can strive for a better world, emphasizing the need to navigate the
relationship between faith and politics in the pursuit of social justice. By exploring these overlapping and

diverging paths, the book encourages a critical re-evaluation of the possibilities of radical change.

FAQs

1. What is the main difference between Badiou's and Paul's concept of truth? Badiou's truth is
constructed through fidelity to an event, while Paul's truth is revealed through divine grace and the

Gospel.

2. How do Badiou and Paul understand the concept of "event"? For Badiou, events are disruptive

singularities creating new possibilities; for Paul, conversion is the transformative event of faith.

3. What role does fidelity play in Badiou's philosophy? Fidelity is the sustained commitment to

working through the consequences of an event and constructing a new truth.

4. How do Badiou and Paul conceive of community? Badiou sees community as built on shared
commitment to an event's truth; Paul sees it as united by shared faith and participation in the

sacraments.

5. What are the ethical implications of Badiou's and Paul's thought? Badiou emphasizes militant

commitment to justice; Paul emphasizes agape, compassion, and charity.

6. How does this book contribute to interdisciplinary scholarship? It bridges philosophy and theology,

offering a fresh perspective on faith, politics, and revolutionary change.



7. Who is the target audience for this ebook? Readers interested in philosophy, theology, political
theory, and the history of ideas.

8. What are the key takeaways from this comparative study? The book highlights unexpected parallels

and crucial differences, prompting reflection on faith, politics, and emancipation.

9. What makes this analysis unique? It offers a novel comparative approach, exploring seldom-discussed

intersections between Badiou's secular Marxism and Paul's spiritual theology.

Related Articles:

1. Badiou's Concept of Fidelity and its Political Implications: Explores the concept of fidelity in Badiou's

work and its relevance to political action and social transformation.

2. The Pauline Concept of Conversion and its Transformative Power: Examines the significance of

conversion in Paul's writings and its implications for individual and communal life.

3. The Event in Badiou's Ontology: A Critical Analysis: Provides a detailed analysis of the concept of the
"event" in Badiou's philosophy.

4. Love in Badiou's Philosophy: A Political Interpretation: Examines Badiou's understanding of love as a

militant commitment to justice.

5. The Ethics of Agape in Pauline Theology: Explores the ethical implications of the concept of agape

(love) in Paul's writings.

6. A Comparison of Badiou's and Ranciere's Concepts of Politics: Compares Badiou's thought with that of

Jacques Ranciére, another prominent contemporary philosopher.

7. The Influence of Marxism on Badiou's Philosophy: Examines the impact of Marxist thought on

Badiou's philosophical framework.

8. Paul's Letters and their Impact on Early Christianity: Explores the impact of Paul's letters on the
development of early Christian theology.

9. The Concept of Truth in Early Christian Theology: Examines the understanding of truth in early



Christian thought and its historical context.
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