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Book Concept: Alice in Wonderland 1986

Title: Alice in Wonderland 1986: A Retrograde Journey

Concept: This book explores a reimagining of Lewis Carroll's classic tale,
transplanted to the vibrant, synth-wave infused landscape of 1986. Alice, a
bright and curious teenager, stumbles upon a mysterious arcade game that
transports her to a Wonderland warped by the decade's unique cultural
touchstones: synthesizers replace birdsong, Rubik's Cubes form bizarre
puzzles, and the Mad Hatter hosts a neon-lit rave. The story will blend the
whimsical absurdity of the original with the anxieties and exhilarations of
the 1980s, examining themes of identity, societal pressures, and the search
for self in a rapidly changing world. The narrative will blend elements of
fantasy, mystery, and coming-of-age, appealing to both fans of the original
and those intrigued by a unique historical setting.

Ebook Description:

Step right into a neon-drenched Wonderland where the Queen of Hearts is a
power-hungry CEO and the Mad Hatter throws the hottest synth-wave rave this
side of the looking glass!

Are you tired of the same old fantasy stories? Do you crave a fresh take on a
classic, infused with the unique flavor of a bygone era? Do you yearn for a
narrative that speaks to the anxieties and triumphs of growing up in a world
undergoing rapid technological and societal shifts?

Then prepare yourself for Alice in Wonderland 1986: A Retrograde Journey – a
captivating reimagining that will transport you back to the decade of big
hair, bold colours, and groundbreaking music, while exploring timeless themes
of self-discovery and identity.

Book: Alice in Wonderland 1986: A Retrograde Journey

Introduction: Setting the Scene – 1986 and the Reimagining of Wonderland
Chapter 1: Alice's Descent – From Suburban Boredom to Synth-Wave Sensation
Chapter 2: Wonderland's New Rules – Navigating a Technologically Advanced
Fantasy
Chapter 3: Encounters with Iconic Figures – The Mad Hatter's Rave, The
Queen's Corporate Empire
Chapter 4: The Trials and Transformations – Facing Challenges Through 80s
Lenses
Chapter 5: The Meaning of Madness – Exploring the Psychology of Wonderland
1986
Chapter 6: Alice's Awakening – Returning to Reality, Transformed
Conclusion: Reflections on Identity, Nostalgia, and the Enduring Power of
Wonderland

---



Article: Alice in Wonderland 1986: A Retrograde
Journey - Deep Dive

Introduction: Setting the Scene – 1986
and the Reimagining of Wonderland

The year of the Challenger disaster, the release of Top Gun, and the1.
rise of synth-pop. A decade of vibrant excess and underlying anxieties,
perfectly suited to reimagine the surreal landscape of Wonderland. This
book doesn't simply update the setting; it reinterprets the essence of
Carroll's narrative through the prism of 1980s culture.

The original Alice's journey is one of self-discovery within a nonsensical
world. In this reimagining, that self-discovery takes place against the
backdrop of a rapidly changing world, mirroring the anxieties and excitement
of adolescence in the 1980s. The familiar characters are re-contextualized –
the Queen of Hearts becomes a ruthless corporate CEO, the Mad Hatter a
visionary artist hosting underground raves, the Cheshire Cat a mischievous
hacker.

The shift in setting allows for exploration of themes uniquely relevant to
the 1980s. The Cold War tension, the rise of consumerism, and the burgeoning
technology age all subtly infuse Wonderland's already bizarre landscape,
creating a new layer of meaning and intrigue.

Chapter 1: Alice's Descent – From
Suburban Boredom to Synth-Wave
Sensation

Our Alice is a teenager grappling with the typical struggles of adolescence:
fitting in, understanding her identity, navigating peer pressure. Instead of
falling down a rabbit hole, she finds herself drawn into a mysterious arcade
game, a portal to a retro-futuristic Wonderland.

This chapter introduces the reader to Alice's world – a typical suburban
American landscape of the mid-80s. The contrast between this relatively
mundane setting and the vibrant chaos of 1986 Wonderland highlights the
transformative power of the journey she's about to undertake. The arcade game
itself becomes a symbol of the escapism and technology that defined the era,
blurring the lines between reality and fantasy.



Chapter 2: Wonderland's New Rules –
Navigating a Technologically Advanced
Fantasy

Wonderland 1986 isn't just a visual change; its rules are twisted by the
technology and societal norms of the era. Instead of riddles and illogical
situations, Alice encounters technological puzzles – perhaps a malfunctioning
Rubik's Cube that holds the key to a hidden passage, or a complex computer
system guarding the entrance to the Queen's headquarters.

This chapter explores how the familiar elements of Wonderland are
reinterpreted through an 80s lens. The tea party, for instance, becomes a
synth-wave rave, where the Mad Hatter acts as the DJ, spinning futuristic
beats and dispensing cryptic advice. The societal norms of the 1980s, with
their emphasis on consumerism and image, are interwoven into the fabric of
Wonderland's bizarre logic.

Chapter 3: Encounters with Iconic
Figures – The Mad Hatter's Rave, The
Queen's Corporate Empire

The classic characters of Wonderland reappear, but their roles and
personalities are drastically altered. The Mad Hatter, for instance, instead
of being simply mad, is a visionary artist, whose rave acts as a metaphor for
the creative spirit struggling against the rigid structures of corporate
power. The Queen of Hearts transforms into a ruthless CEO, her playing cards
replaced by corporate executives, her cruelty a reflection of the cutthroat
world of business.

This chapter delves into the psychological aspects of each character, showing
how their 1986 counterparts reflect the anxieties and pressures of the era.
It uses these encounters to explore societal themes like corporate greed, the
pressure to conform, and the importance of individuality.

Chapter 4: The Trials and
Transformations – Facing Challenges
Through 80s Lenses

Alice's journey is fraught with challenges, each presented through the unique
lens of the 1980s. These trials aren't just nonsensical puzzles; they are
reflections of the real-world challenges faced by teenagers in that era, such
as peer pressure, navigating romantic relationships, and confronting societal
expectations.



This chapter focuses on Alice's growth and transformation throughout her
journey. She overcomes her insecurities, learns to stand up for herself, and
discovers her unique place in the world. The challenges she faces are
designed not only to entertain, but also to provide relatable experiences for
the reader, regardless of their age.

Chapter 5: The Meaning of Madness –
Exploring the Psychology of Wonderland
1986

Wonderland 1986 is not just visually distinct; it is also psychologically
fascinating. The madness that permeates the world is not mere absurdity, but
a reflection of the societal pressures and anxieties of the 1980s. This
chapter delves into the psychological underpinnings of the narrative,
exploring the themes of alienation, conformity, and the search for identity.

By analyzing the characters and their motivations, this chapter seeks to
unpack the meaning of "madness" in a broader context, examining how societal
pressures can lead to distorted perceptions of reality and the importance of
maintaining one's individuality.

Chapter 6: Alice's Awakening –
Returning to Reality, Transformed

Alice's journey culminates in her return to 1986 reality, but she is
fundamentally changed by her experience. She carries with her the lessons
learned in Wonderland – the importance of self-belief, the need to challenge
authority, and the beauty of individuality. Her transformation serves as a
powerful message of hope and empowerment.

This chapter concludes Alice's journey, providing a satisfying resolution
while leaving the reader with a sense of lingering wonder and the lasting
impact of her adventure. It emphasizes the transformative power of self-
discovery and the importance of embracing one's unique identity.

Conclusion: Reflections on Identity,
Nostalgia, and the Enduring Power of
Wonderland

This book concludes with a reflection on the enduring power of Lewis
Carroll's original story and its relevance to the contemporary world. It
explores how the themes of identity, self-discovery, and the search for



meaning continue to resonate across generations and cultural contexts.

This concluding section invites the reader to reflect on their own journey of
self-discovery and the role of nostalgia in shaping our understanding of the
past and the present. It offers a hopeful message about the enduring power of
imagination and the importance of embracing one's individuality in a rapidly
changing world.

---

FAQs:

What makes this book different from other Alice in Wonderland1.
adaptations? This book uniquely blends the classic tale with the vibrant
culture of 1986, creating a fresh and engaging narrative.

Is this book suitable for both children and adults? While inspired by a2.
children's classic, the themes and depth of this reimagining make it
enjoyable for readers of all ages.

What is the overall tone of the book? The tone is a blend of whimsical3.
fantasy, nostalgic reflection, and coming-of-age introspection.

What are the key themes explored in the book? The key themes are4.
identity, societal pressures, self-discovery, and the power of
nostalgia.

Is there any romance in the book? There may be subtle romantic elements,5.
but the focus remains on Alice's self-discovery.

How does the 1980s setting enhance the story? The 1980s setting adds a6.
unique visual flair and allows for an exploration of the era’s cultural
anxieties and technological advancements.

Does the book stay true to the spirit of the original Alice in7.
Wonderland? Yes, it retains the whimsical and surreal essence of the
original while reinterpreting it for a contemporary audience.

Is this book a standalone novel, or is it part of a series? It is8.
currently conceived as a standalone novel.

Where can I purchase the ebook? [Insert link to ebook store here]9.

---

Related Articles:

The Cultural Impact of the 1980s on Popular Culture: Explores the1.
decade's influence on music, fashion, and film.

Reimagining Classic Literature for Modern Audiences: Discusses the2.
trends and challenges of adapting classic stories for contemporary
readers.



The Psychology of Lewis Carroll's Wonderland: A deep dive into the3.
symbolism and psychological aspects of the original story.

The Use of Nostalgia in Contemporary Fiction: Examines how nostalgia is4.
used as a storytelling device in modern literature.

Synth-Wave Music and its Influence on Popular Culture: Focuses on the5.
unique sound of synth-wave and its impact on music and film.

Arcade Culture in the 1980s: Escapism and Technological Advancements:6.
Explores the role of arcades in 1980s society.

Coming-of-Age Stories and the Search for Identity: Analyzes the common7.
themes and tropes found in coming-of-age narratives.

Corporate Power and its Representation in Popular Culture: Examines how8.
corporate power and greed are portrayed in books, film, and other media.

The Role of Technology in Shaping Modern Society: Discusses the impact9.
of technology on various aspects of modern life.
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