alice through the looking glass 1987

Book Concept: Alice Through the Looking Glass:
1987

Title: Alice Through the Looking Glass: 1987 — A Retrograde Reflection

Concept: This book isn't a retelling of Carroll's classic, but rather a
speculative fiction novel set in 1987, exploring the anxieties and cultural
shifts of the era through the lens of Lewis Carroll's surreal world. Our
Alice, a disillusioned young woman grappling with the uncertainties of the
late 80s — the looming threat of nuclear war, economic anxieties, and the
burgeoning digital age — finds herself transported to a distorted version of
1987, mirroring the absurdities and contradictions of her own reality. This
Looking Glass world reflects the anxieties and hopes of the time,
incorporating iconic imagery and cultural touchstones of 1987, from synth-pop
music videos to the Cold War.

Compelling Storyline: Alice, a struggling artist in a vibrant but volatile
London, stumbles upon a forgotten arcade game that acts as a portal. She's
thrust into a distorted 1987, where the Queen of Hearts rules a media empire,
the Mad Hatter is a flamboyant, aging rock star, and the White Rabbit is a
frantic, overworked yuppie. Alice must navigate this surreal landscape,
uncovering the secrets of the Looking Glass world, while confronting her own
internal conflicts and the societal anxieties reflected in its twisted
reality. The book will blend elements of fantasy, social commentary, and
coming-of-age storytelling, offering both escapism and a poignant reflection
on a pivotal decade.

Ebook Description:

Step into a vibrant, yet unsettling 1987.. Are you feeling lost in the
complexities of the modern world, longing for a deeper understanding of the
past, and a connection to the anxieties and triumphs of a bygone era?

Many feel overwhelmed by the rapid pace of change, disconnected from the
past, and unsure of their place in the present. You crave a narrative that
not only entertains but also provides insightful context to the world around
you. You need a story that resonates with your own struggles and offers a
unique perspective on the human experience.

Alice Through the Looking Glass: 1987 — A Retrograde Reflection provides that
escape and insightful perspective.

By: [Your Name]
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power.
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Article: Alice Through the Looking Glass: 1987
— A Retrograde Reflection: A Deep Dive

1. Introduction: Setting the Stage: 1987 and its Anxieties

Setting the Stage: 1987 and its Anxieties

1. Reagan was president, shoulder pads were king, and the Cold War cast a
long, chilling shadow over the world. This wasn't just a year of big
hair and neon; it was a time of simmering anxieties. The threat of
nuclear annihilation was ever-present, a constant hum of fear beneath
the surface of everyday life. The AIDS epidemic was devastating
communities, and economic disparities were widening. This was a decade
of rapid technological advancement, symbolized by the burgeoning
personal computer revolution, creating both excitement and unease about
the future. This introduction will establish the historical and cultural
backdrop against which our story unfolds. It will explore the tensions
between optimism and pessimism, prosperity and inequality, progress and
fear that defined the late 1980s, painting a vivid picture of the era’s
complexities. We'll examine key events, cultural trends, and societal
shifts to set the scene for Alice’s journey into a distorted reflection
of this pivotal year.



1. Chapter 1: Alice's World: A Portrait of 1987 London and Alice’s
Struggles

Alice's World: A Portrait of 1987 London and Alice’s
Struggles

This chapter introduces our protagonist, Alice, a young woman struggling to
find her place in 1987 London. It will delve into her personal life, her
aspirations, and the challenges she faces in a city experiencing rapid
change. We'll explore the socio-economic realities of the time, portraying
the diversity of London life and the pressures faced by young adults trying
to navigate a volatile job market, burgeoning consumerism, and a sense of
uncertain futures. The chapter will highlight the contrast between the
vibrant energy of the era and the underlying anxieties and disillusionment
felt by many young people. Alice’s artistic aspirations will be central,
reflecting the creative struggles and frustrations of the time alongside the
broader societal concerns.

1. Chapter 2: Through the Looking Glass: Entering the Distorted 1987

Through the Looking Glass: Entering the Distorted
1987

This pivotal chapter details Alice's journey through the looking glass, the
moment she steps from her reality into the surreal and distorted reflection
of 1987. We'll explore the mechanics of the transition, utilizing the imagery
and symbolism of Lewis Carroll's original work, but reinterpreting it within
the context of 1987. The description of the looking glass itself will be
significant, perhaps a distorted arcade game or a glitching piece of
technology, reflecting the anxieties around rapid technological change. This
chapter sets the stage for the remainder of the narrative, highlighting the
key differences and parallels between Alice's world and the Looking Glass
world. It will establish the rules of this new reality, hinting at the larger
themes and challenges Alice will face in the chapters to come.

1. Chapter 3: The Queen of Hearts' Media Empire: A Satirical Look at Media
and Power



The Queen of Hearts' Media Empire: A Satirical Look
at Media and Power

In this chapter, the Queen of Hearts is reimagined as a powerful media mogul,
embodying the excesses and influence of the media landscape in 1987. The
chapter will explore the ways in which media shapes public perception,
manipulates narratives, and exerts control. This section offers a satirical
look at the power dynamics of the media industry, its potential for
manipulation, and its impact on society. This chapter will examine the role
of media in shaping public opinion, particularly during a time of significant
political and social change, using the Queen of Hearts as a symbol of media
dominance. It will also touch upon the rise of celebrity culture and its
influence on society.

1. Chapter 4: The Mad Hatter's Rave: Exploring the Music Scene and Hedonism

The Mad Hatter's Rave: Exploring the Music Scene and
Hedonism

The Mad Hatter, in this version, is a flamboyant rock star, reflecting the
vibrant music scene of 1987, characterized by synth-pop, New Romantic, and
the beginnings of alternative rock. This chapter will explore the themes of
escapism, hedonism, and rebellion present in the music scene of the time.
We'll delve into the counter-cultural aspects of the era, showcasing the
music, fashion, and social dynamics of the era. The Mad Hatter's "rave" will
serve as a metaphor for the search for meaning and identity amidst social and
political uncertainty, highlighting the role of music as both an escape and a
form of social commentary.

1. Chapter 5: The White Rabbit's Corporate Chase: Examining the Pressures
of the Yuppie Culture

The White Rabbit's Corporate Chase: Examining the
Pressures of the Yuppie Culture

The White Rabbit is reinterpreted as a quintessential yuppie, embodying the



pressures and anxieties of the corporate world in the 1980s. This chapter
explores the rise of the yuppie culture, its values, and its impact on
society. It will depict the relentless pursuit of wealth and status, the
pressures of the corporate environment, and the anxieties associated with
maintaining a certain lifestyle. The chapter will examine the societal
implications of this culture, looking at issues of social mobility,
inequality, and the cost of ambition. The White Rabbit’s frantic pursuit of
success will serve as a reflection of the broader societal pressures
experienced in the era.

1. Chapter 6: The Cheshire Cat's Technological Enigma: A Look at the
Burgeoning Digital Age

The Cheshire Cat's Technological Enigma: A Look at
the Burgeoning Digital Age

The Cheshire Cat, representing the enigmatic and rapidly changing
technological landscape of the late 1980s. This chapter explores the
emergence of personal computers, the early internet, and the transformative
potential of new technologies. We'll examine the optimism and apprehension
surrounding these advancements, showcasing both the promise and the potential
pitfalls. This section will consider the impact of these developments on
society, exploring topics such as technological inequality, privacy concerns,
and the changing nature of communication and information dissemination. The
Cheshire Cat's elusive nature will mirror the uncertain and rapidly evolving
technological landscape.

1. Chapter 7: The Red King's Nuclear Shadow: Confronting the Cold War
Threat

The Red King's Nuclear Shadow: Confronting the Cold
War Threat

The Red King embodies the ever-present threat of nuclear war. This chapter
focuses on the pervasive fear and anxiety surrounding the Cold War, exploring
the political tensions, the arms race, and the constant threat of global
conflict. It will portray the psychological impact of living under the shadow
of nuclear annihilation, highlighting the anxieties and uncertainty that
permeated daily life. The chapter will examine the political and social



responses to the Cold War, including public anxieties, activism, and the
efforts to achieve peace and disarmament. The Red King's ominous presence
will represent the overwhelming threat of global nuclear conflict.

1. Chapter 8: Alice's Awakening: Reconciling the Past and Present

Alice's Awakening: Reconciling the Past and Present

This chapter details Alice's journey back to her own time, reflecting upon
her experiences in the Looking Glass world. This section examines Alice’s
personal growth, her new understanding of 1987, and her reconciliation with
the anxieties and challenges of her own time. The chapter will explore the
parallels between the anxieties of 1987 and the contemporary world, allowing
for a meaningful reflection on the enduring nature of human anxieties and the
importance of historical context. Alice’s changed perspective offers the
reader a renewed understanding of the present, informed by her journey
through the past.

1. Conclusion: Reflections on 1987 and its Enduring Legacy

Reflections on 1987 and its Enduring Legacy

The conclusion summarizes the key themes of the book, offering reflections on
the anxieties and triumphs of 1987 and their relevance to the present day. It
will provide a lasting impression, emphasizing the enduring legacy of this
pivotal decade. It will tie together the loose ends of the story and offer a
thoughtful commentary on the enduring themes of the novel, leaving the reader
with a deeper understanding of both 1987 and the challenges of the modern
world. The conclusion will invite readers to contemplate the connections
between the past and present, encouraging reflection on the ongoing relevance
of the anxieties and hopes of this significant era.

FAQs:

1. Is this book suitable for all ages? No, it contains mature themes and



may not be suitable for younger readers.

2. Is this a direct retelling of Alice in Wonderland? No, it's a
speculative fiction novel inspired by the themes and imagery of
Carroll's work.

3. What makes this book unique? It offers a fresh perspective on 1987,
combining fantasy, social commentary, and coming-of-age storytelling.

4. What kind of reader will enjoy this book? Readers interested in
speculative fiction, historical fiction, 1980s culture, and social
commentary.

5. Will there be sequels? Possibly, depending on the reception of the first
book.

6. How much historical accuracy is in the book? While it's a work of
fiction, it strives to accurately portray the atmosphere and anxieties
of 1987.

7. Is the book scary? It contains elements of fantasy and surrealism, but
it's more of a thoughtful exploration than a horror story.

8. What is the main message of the book? The book explores the importance
of confronting our anxieties and finding meaning in a rapidly changing
world.

9. Where can I purchase the ebook? [Mention your ebook platform here].

Related Articles:

1. The Cold War and its Cultural Impact on 1980s Society: Explores the
pervasive influence of the Cold War on the cultural landscape of the
1980s.

2. Yuppie Culture: The Rise and Fall of a Generation: Discusses the
emergence, peak, and eventual decline of the yuppie culture in the
1980s.

3. The Dawn of the Digital Age: The Impact of Personal Computers: Examines
the transformative impact of personal computers on society in the 1980s.

4. Synth-Pop and New Romantic Music: A Cultural Analysis: Analyzes the key
musical movements of the era and their social significance.



5. The AIDS Epidemic and its Impact on the 1980s: Explores the devastating
effects of the AIDS epidemic on society and its lasting legacy.

6. Margaret Thatcher and the Changing Landscape of Britain: Focuses on
Thatcher's impact on British society and culture.

7. 1987: A Year in Review: Provides a concise historical overview of
significant events of 1987.

8. Lewis Carroll's Enduring Legacy: A Literary Exploration: Discusses
Carroll's influence on literature and culture.

9. The Power of Media and its Role in Shaping Society: Analyzes the role
and influence of media in shaping public perception and behavior.

Additional Resources
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