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Book Concept: All in the Timing: David Ives and
the Art of the One-Act Play

Logline: A deep dive into the life and work of playwright David Ives, exploring the comedic
brilliance, intellectual depth, and surprising emotional resonance hidden within his
deceptively simple one-act plays.

Book Structure:

The book will adopt a hybrid approach, blending biography with critical analysis. It will
examine Ives' life and influences, tracing the development of his unique style and exploring
the recurring themes and techniques that define his work. Each major section will focus on
a thematic cluster of his plays, analyzing key works within that cluster and providing
context through interviews, critical perspectives, and insightful interpretations.

Ebook Description:

Are you captivated by witty dialogue, clever wordplay, and stories that surprise and
delight? Do you find yourself yearning for plays that are both intellectually stimulating and
profoundly human? If so, then you've come to the right place. Many struggle to find plays
that are both entertaining and enriching, leaving them feeling unfulfilled after a night at the
theatre or a read of a script. This book unlocks the genius behind David Ives, a master of
the one-act play whose work transcends genre and captivates audiences worldwide.

"All in the Timing: Unveiling the Genius of David Ives" by [Your Name]

Introduction: Exploring the unique appeal of one-act plays and introducing David Ives'
distinctive style.
Chapter 1: The Clockwork Comedies: Analyzing Ives' early plays, focusing on their reliance
on wordplay, mistaken identity, and absurd situations. (e.g., Variations on the Theme of
Pain, Sure Thing)
Chapter 2: Philosophical Farces: Examining plays that explore deeper themes of love, loss,
free will, and the nature of reality, often with a touch of absurdist humor. (e.g., Ancient
History, All in the Timing)
Chapter 3: Beyond the Farce: Investigating Ives' later works, demonstrating the evolution of
his style and his capacity for emotional depth and poignant storytelling. (e.g., The
Philadelphia, Polish Joke)
Chapter 4: The Ivesian Technique: A close examination of Ives' writing process, his use of
language, structure, and recurring motifs, offering practical insights for aspiring
playwrights.
Conclusion: A reflection on the enduring legacy of David Ives and his contribution to
contemporary theatre.



Article: All in the Timing: Unveiling the Genius of
David Ives

Introduction: The Enduring Charm of the One-Act Play

The one-act play, often overlooked in favor of its longer, more sprawling counterparts,
possesses a unique charm. Its brevity demands precision, forcing playwrights to craft
concise narratives with impactful character development and thematic resonance. David
Ives, a master of this form, has elevated the one-act play to new heights, creating works
that are simultaneously hilarious, intellectually stimulating, and profoundly moving. This
article delves into his oeuvre, exploring the elements that make his plays so captivating
and enduring.

Chapter 1: The Clockwork Comedies – Precision and Puns

Ives' early works are characterized by a delightful blend of slapstick and wordplay. Plays
like Variations on the Theme of Pain and Sure Thing rely heavily on witty dialogue,
mistaken identities, and absurd situations. The comedic timing is impeccable, often relying
on the precise delivery of a single line or a perfectly placed pause. These plays are
essentially intricate clockwork mechanisms, with each element meticulously crafted to
create a cascade of comedic effects. The seemingly simple premise often belies a complex
exploration of human interaction and the pitfalls of miscommunication. Sure Thing, for
instance, uses a time-loop structure to create a hilarious and insightful exploration of
courtship rituals.

Chapter 2: Philosophical Farces – Beyond the Laughs

While the comedic element remains central, Ives' later plays delve deeper into
philosophical themes. Ancient History, for example, uses a farcical setting to explore the
nature of truth and the limitations of human understanding. All in the Timing, the title play
of his most famous collection, showcases a series of interconnected vignettes, each
exploring different facets of human experience, from the complexities of relationships to
the absurdity of everyday life. These plays employ sophisticated wordplay and subtle
allusions to delve into deeper questions about life, love, and the universe, masking their
intellectual depth within layers of seemingly simple comedic scenarios.

Chapter 3: Beyond the Farce – Emotional Resonance

As Ives' career progressed, his plays showcased a growing capacity for emotional depth.
Plays like The Philadelphia and Polish Joke demonstrate a shift toward more poignant and
emotionally resonant themes. While humor remains an integral part of his writing, it often
serves to illuminate the underlying human vulnerability and the complexities of human
relationships. These plays demonstrate a remarkable maturity in his storytelling,
showcasing his ability to move beyond the purely comedic to create works that are both
entertaining and deeply moving. The emotional impact often arises subtly, woven into the
fabric of the dialogue and the characters’ interactions.

Chapter 4: The Ivesian Technique – Crafting Comedic Brilliance



David Ives' success stems from a mastery of several key techniques:

Wordplay and Puns: Ives is a master of linguistic dexterity, using puns, word games, and
clever allusions to create both humor and intellectual stimulation. His plays are a testament
to the power of language to create meaning and amusement.
Structure and Form: Ives’ plays are expertly structured, using various narrative devices to
create surprise and suspense. His use of time loops, framing devices, and unexpected
twists keeps the audience engaged and on the edge of their seats.
Character Development: Despite the brevity of his plays, Ives crafts believable and
relatable characters, even within the most fantastical or absurd settings. His characters are
often flawed, quirky, and surprisingly human.
Themes of Identity and Perception: Recurrent themes throughout Ives' work include the
exploration of identity, the nature of reality, and the subjective nature of perception. His
plays constantly challenge the audience to reconsider their own assumptions and
perspectives.

Conclusion: A Lasting Legacy

David Ives' enduring appeal lies in his ability to seamlessly blend wit, intellect, and
emotional depth. His one-act plays offer a unique and rewarding experience for audiences
and readers alike. His legacy extends beyond mere entertainment; he has demonstrated
the immense potential of the one-act play as a vehicle for profound storytelling and
philosophical exploration. His work continues to inspire and challenge, reminding us of the
power of language, the complexity of human interaction, and the enduring need for
laughter and insightful reflection in our lives.

FAQs:

What makes David Ives' plays unique? His unique blend of wit, intellectual depth, and1.
emotional resonance, combined with his mastery of language and structure.

What are some of his most famous plays? All in the Timing, Variations on the Theme2.
of Pain, Ancient History, The Philadelphia.

Are his plays suitable for all audiences? While generally comedic, some plays touch on3.
mature themes, so parental guidance may be advisable for younger viewers.

Where can I find his plays? Many of his plays are available in published collections and4.
online through various theatrical databases.

How can I learn more about his writing style? Reading his plays and analyzing his use5.
of language, structure, and recurring themes.

Is he still writing plays today? Yes, David Ives continues to write and his plays are6.
regularly performed around the world.

What is the best way to appreciate his work? Seeing his plays performed live, if7.
possible, as the comedic timing and nuances are often enhanced by live actors.



Are his plays suitable for adaptation into other mediums? Absolutely! His plays have8.
been adapted successfully into films and other forms of media.

What is the underlying message in most of his plays? Many of his plays explore9.
themes of communication, misunderstanding, the nature of reality, and the
complexities of human relationships.

Related Articles:

The Wit and Wisdom of David Ives: An exploration of the intellectual depth within his1.
comedic works.

David Ives' Use of Language: A Linguistic Analysis: A detailed study of his wordplay2.
and linguistic techniques.

The Structure and Form of Ives' One-Act Plays: An examination of his narrative3.
devices and structural innovations.

Character Development in the Plays of David Ives: A focus on the creation of relatable4.
and believable characters.

The Philosophical Underpinnings of Ives' Comedies: An investigation of the deeper5.
philosophical themes in his works.

David Ives and the Absurd: A Comparative Study: A comparison of Ives' work with6.
other playwrights in the absurdist tradition.

The Enduring Appeal of the One-Act Play: A discussion of the unique strengths and7.
challenges of the one-act form.

David Ives' Influence on Contemporary Theatre: An assessment of his impact on8.
playwriting and theatrical trends.

Adapting David Ives' Plays for the Screen: An analysis of the challenges and successes9.
of translating his work to film.
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