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This ebook explores the complex and often troubling relationship between the American right wing
and foreign dictators throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. It argues that a consistent thread
running through American conservative politics has been a willingness, and sometimes an
eagerness, to align with authoritarian regimes, often at the expense of American democratic values
and international stability. The book examines this phenomenon through a historical lens, analyzing
specific instances of collaboration, support, and even admiration for dictators, ranging from early
alliances with fascist Italy and Nazi Germany to more recent partnerships with autocratic leaders in
various parts of the world. The analysis delves into the underlying ideological justifications for these
alliances, exploring themes of anti-communism, economic self-interest, and a perceived threat to
traditional American values. Ultimately, "America Last" challenges readers to critically examine the
consequences of such alliances and their impact on American foreign policy, domestic politics, and
the global landscape. The book is relevant because it provides a crucial understanding of a recurring
pattern in American foreign policy that continues to shape global events and the domestic political
climate.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Far Right and Early Alliances: Examining the relationship between the
American far-right and fascist regimes in the 1930s and 1940s.
Chapter 2: The Cold War and Anti-Communism: Exploring the strategic alliances forged with
authoritarian regimes in the name of combating communism.
Chapter 3: The Reagan Era and Beyond: Analyzing the Reagan administration's dealings with
dictators and the continuation of this trend under subsequent Republican administrations.
Chapter 4: The Business of Authoritarianism: Examining the role of economic interests and
corporate influence in shaping relationships with dictatorships.
Chapter 5: The Ideological Underpinnings: Deconstructing the conservative worldview and its
compatibility with authoritarianism.
Chapter 6: The Modern Era and the Trump Presidency: A case study on the most recent and perhaps
most overt manifestation of this trend.
Chapter 7: The Consequences: Assessing the long-term effects on American foreign policy, domestic
politics, and global stability.
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Introduction: Setting the Stage

The narrative of American exceptionalism often portrays a nation unwavering in its commitment to
democracy and human rights. However, a closer examination of US foreign policy reveals a more
complex and often troubling reality. This article delves into a persistent pattern throughout the 20th
and 21st centuries: the uneasy relationship between the American right wing and foreign
dictatorships. This isn’t simply a matter of pragmatic alliances; it’s a deeper entanglement woven
from strands of anti-communism, economic self-interest, and a profound ideological affinity.
Understanding this dynamic is crucial to comprehending the trajectory of American foreign policy
and its impact on the world stage.

Chapter 1: The Rise of the Far Right and Early Alliances

The seeds of this relationship were sown in the interwar period. Segments of the American right,
captivated by the perceived strength and order of fascist regimes in Italy and Germany, expressed
admiration for their authoritarian structures. Figures like Charles Lindbergh, a celebrated aviator,
openly championed fascism, seeing it as a bulwark against communism and a force for restoring
traditional social hierarchies. This wasn't merely fringe sentiment; isolationist factions within the
Republican party displayed a palpable sympathy for the Axis powers, delaying meaningful
intervention in World War II. The allure of strongmen, the promise of social order through
authoritarian control, found fertile ground among some American conservatives.

Chapter 2: The Cold War and Anti-Communism

The Cold War provided a new context for this alignment. The perceived threat of Soviet communism
became the paramount concern, leading to a willingness to overlook the human rights abuses of
numerous authoritarian regimes, as long as they opposed the Soviet Union. The US actively
supported dictatorships in countries like South Vietnam, South Korea, the Philippines, and Chile,
providing them with military and economic aid, even in the face of widespread oppression and
violence. This pragmatic approach, prioritizing geopolitical strategy over democratic values, had
profound and lasting consequences.

Chapter 3: The Reagan Era and Beyond

The Reagan administration exemplifies this trend. Reagan’s administration cultivated close ties with
dictators like Augusto Pinochet in Chile and Ferdinand Marcos in the Philippines, justifying these
relationships by framing them as necessary for containing the spread of communism. This approach
continued under subsequent Republican administrations, albeit with variations in approach. The
focus remained on strategic partnerships, frequently overlooking or minimizing human rights
violations.

Chapter 4: The Business of Authoritarianism

The relationship between American businesses and authoritarian regimes has often been a crucial
element in this dynamic. Economic interests frequently trumped moral considerations. American
corporations profited handsomely from partnerships with dictatorships, often turning a blind eye to
exploitative labor practices, environmental damage, and the suppression of political dissent. This
economic interdependence reinforced the political alliances, making a shift towards greater human



rights concerns difficult.

Chapter 5: The Ideological Underpinnings

The ideological foundations for this alignment are rooted in a particular understanding of
conservatism that emphasizes order, hierarchy, and a strong state. This worldview often views
democracy with suspicion, preferring a more centralized and less participatory form of governance.
This perspective, sometimes expressed explicitly and other times implicitly, creates a surprising
degree of ideological compatibility with authoritarian regimes. The emphasis on traditional values
and the rejection of social change often aligns with the authoritarian suppression of dissent and the
maintenance of existing power structures.

Chapter 6: The Modern Era and the Trump Presidency

The Trump presidency represents a particularly stark manifestation of this long-standing trend.
Trump's public admiration for authoritarian leaders like Vladimir Putin, Kim Jong Un, and Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan, coupled with his frequent attacks on democratic institutions and norms, highlighted
the continuity of this pattern in contemporary American politics. His foreign policy decisions,
prioritizing personal relationships and transactional deals over established alliances and democratic
principles, underscore the enduring strength of this tendency within a segment of the American
right.

Chapter 7: The Consequences

The consequences of this ongoing alignment are far-reaching. It has undermined American
credibility on the world stage, damaged relationships with democratic allies, and contributed to
instability in various regions. It has also fueled domestic political polarization, contributing to a
climate where democratic norms are increasingly challenged. Furthermore, the economic
consequences of supporting authoritarian regimes, including exploitative labor practices and
environmental damage, have had widespread negative repercussions.

Conclusion: America's Future and the Path Forward

Breaking the cycle of entanglement with authoritarian regimes requires a fundamental re-evaluation
of American foreign policy priorities. A renewed commitment to democratic values, human rights,
and international cooperation is essential. This requires a critical examination of the ideological
underpinnings that have fueled this pattern, as well as a recognition of the economic and political
interests that have sustained it. The future of American foreign policy and the global stability it
affects hinge on the nation's ability to break free from this self-destructive tendency.
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What is the main argument of the book? The book argues that a significant segment of the1.
American right has demonstrated a persistent willingness to ally with foreign dictators, often
at the expense of democratic values and international stability.



What historical periods does the book cover? The book examines this phenomenon from the1.
early 20th century to the present day.

What are some examples of alliances discussed in the book? The book covers alliances with1.
fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, various Cold War dictatorships, and more recent relationships
with autocratic leaders.

What are the ideological justifications explored in the book? The book explores justifications1.
based on anti-communism, economic self-interest, and a perceived threat to traditional
American values.

How does the book define "the right"? The book focuses on those segments of the American1.
political right that have shown a tendency towards alliances with authoritarian regimes.

What are the consequences of these alliances, according to the book? The book highlights the1.
negative impacts on American foreign policy credibility, global stability, and domestic political
discourse.

Who is the intended audience for the book? The book is intended for anyone interested in1.
American foreign policy, political history, and the relationship between ideology and
international relations.

What is the author's overall tone and perspective? The author presents a critical analysis of1.
the topic, aiming to provide a balanced perspective while highlighting the negative aspects of
these alliances.

Does the book offer solutions or recommendations? The conclusion of the book suggests1.
potential paths towards breaking the cycle of alliances with authoritarian regimes.
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Reagan's Latin America Policy: A Balancing Act Between Anti-Communism and Human Rights:1.
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movements in shaping contemporary American foreign policy and their relation to
authoritarians.

Human Rights and US Foreign Policy: A Historical Assessment: Explores the history of human1.
rights considerations in American foreign policy.



The Impact of Authoritarian Alliances on American Democracy: Examines the effects of these1.
alliances on the domestic political climate in the United States.
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