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This ebook, "Anthem of Praise Richard Smallwood Chords," provides a
comprehensive guide to playing the iconic gospel songs composed and arranged
by Richard Smallwood. It goes beyond simply listing chords; it delves into
the nuances of Smallwood's style, offering insights into phrasing, rhythm,
and dynamics to help musicians achieve an authentic and emotive performance.
This resource is invaluable for pianists, organists, guitarists, and other
instrumentalists seeking to learn and master these powerful and beloved
gospel anthems. Whether you're a seasoned musician or a beginner, this book
equips you with the knowledge and tools to enrich your musical repertoire and
worship experience with the soulful sounds of Richard Smallwood. The
significance lies in preserving and sharing the legacy of this influential
gospel composer, making his music accessible to a wider audience.

Ebook Title: Unlocking the Soul: Mastering Richard Smallwood's Anthem of
Praise

Ebook Outline:

Introduction: An overview of Richard Smallwood's musical style and influence.
Chapter 1: Understanding Smallwood's Harmonic Language: Analyzing the
characteristic chord progressions and voicings.
Chapter 2: Rhythm and Groove in Smallwood's Music: Exploring the rhythmic
complexities and feel.
Chapter 3: Playing "Total Praise": A Detailed Chord Analysis and Performance
Guide: A step-by-step breakdown of a popular song.
Chapter 4: Exploring Other Key Anthems: Chord charts and performance tips for
additional Smallwood compositions.
Chapter 5: Adding Dynamics and Expression: Techniques for conveying emotion
and nuance.
Chapter 6: Arranging Smallwood's Music for Different Instruments: Adapting
the arrangements for various instrumentations.
Chapter 7: Improvisation and Variations: Ideas for adding creative
embellishments.
Conclusion: Recap and further resources for continued learning.
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Smallwood's Anthem of Praise

Introduction: The Enduring Legacy of Richard Smallwood

Richard Smallwood is a titan in the world of gospel music. His compositions
are known for their powerful melodies, intricate harmonies, and deeply
spiritual messages. His work has resonated with countless worshippers and
musicians, inspiring generations to express their faith through song. This
article will serve as a guide to understanding and mastering the distinctive
style present in his anthems, specifically focusing on the chordal structures
and performance techniques that bring his music to life. We'll delve into the
intricacies of his harmonic language, rhythmic sensibilities, and the
emotional depth that makes his music so captivating.

Chapter 1: Understanding Smallwood's Harmonic Language: The Foundation of
Soulful Expression

Smallwood's harmonies are rich and complex, yet they retain a remarkable
accessibility. He masterfully blends traditional gospel harmonies with
elements of jazz and contemporary styles. His chord progressions often
feature unexpected turns and chromatic movements, creating a sense of
harmonic richness and surprise. He frequently utilizes secondary dominants,
altered chords, and passing chords to add color and depth to his
compositions. Analyzing the harmonic framework of his songs reveals a
sophisticated understanding of music theory, expertly applied to create a
powerfully moving experience. Understanding these harmonic nuances is crucial
to capturing the essence of Smallwood's style. Common chord progressions
found in his work often involve ii-V-I progressions in various keys and
inversions, with added 7th, 9th, and altered chords for color and texture.

Chapter 2: Rhythm and Groove in Smallwood's Music: The Heartbeat of the
Anthem

Beyond the harmonies, Smallwood’s music is defined by its infectious rhythm
and groove. His compositions are not merely static chord progressions; they
are alive with rhythmic energy and syncopation. The rhythmic drive is crucial
to the feeling and the emotional impact of the music. He masterfully
incorporates elements of swing, gospel shuffles, and contemporary rhythmic
styles. Learning to accurately interpret and reproduce these rhythmic nuances
is essential for a convincing performance. This includes understanding the
subtle rhythmic variations and the dynamic interplay between different
instrumental parts. Listening carefully to his recordings is key to
internalizing the rhythmic feel.

Chapter 3: Playing "Total Praise": A Detailed Chord Analysis and Performance
Guide

"Total Praise" is arguably one of Smallwood's most well-known and beloved



compositions. Let's dissect its harmonic structure and provide a practical
guide to performing it. The song begins with a simple yet effective
progression, building in complexity as it progresses. We will provide a
detailed chord chart, including inversions and voicings, offering suggestions
for voicing choices based on the harmonic context and stylistic feel.
Additionally, we'll analyze the rhythmic and dynamic elements, highlighting
sections that require particular attention to phrasing and articulation.
Understanding the underlying structure will empower musicians to play it
confidently and expressively.

Chapter 4: Exploring Other Key Anthems: Expanding Your Repertoire

Smallwood's catalog is filled with other powerful anthems, each with its own
unique character and harmonic language. This section will explore several key
compositions, providing chord charts and performance notes for each. We will
highlight specific techniques and challenges unique to each song, equipping
musicians with the tools to approach a diverse range of Smallwood's work.
Examples might include "Center of My Joy," "Awesome God," and others,
showcasing variations in tempo, key, and harmonic structure.

Chapter 5: Adding Dynamics and Expression: Bringing the Music to Life

Music is not simply a collection of notes; it is an expression of emotion.
Smallwood's music is deeply emotional, and conveying this emotion requires a
nuanced approach to dynamics and expression. This section will explore
techniques such as rubato, phrasing, articulation, and dynamics to enhance
the emotional impact of the performance. We will provide practical examples
of how to apply these techniques to Smallwood's compositions, emphasizing the
importance of conveying the spiritual depth and heartfelt emotion inherent in
his music.

Chapter 6: Arranging Smallwood's Music for Different Instruments: Adapting
for Various Settings

Smallwood's music can be adapted for various instrumental settings. This
chapter will provide guidance on arranging his music for different
instrumental combinations, such as piano solo, choir accompaniment, or
instrumental ensemble. We will discuss strategies for adapting chord
voicings, rhythmic patterns, and melodic lines to suit the capabilities of
each instrument.

Chapter 7: Improvisation and Variations: Adding Your Personal Touch

While staying true to the essence of Smallwood's music, there's room for
personal expression through improvisation and variation. This chapter will
offer suggestions for incorporating improvised solos, embellishments, and
variations within the framework of his compositions, encouraging musicians to
develop their own creative interpretations while respecting the integrity of
the original work.



Conclusion: A Journey of Faith and Musical Exploration

Mastering Richard Smallwood's music is not merely about learning chords; it's
about embracing a rich musical tradition and expressing a deep spiritual
connection. This guide has provided the foundation, but the journey of
discovery and musical expression is ongoing. Continue to listen to his music,
study his arrangements, and allow yourself to be inspired by the beauty and
power of his compositions.

FAQs:

What level of musical proficiency is required to use this ebook? This1.
ebook caters to intermediate to advanced musicians comfortable with
basic music theory and chord progressions.

Are all the chord charts in standard notation? Yes, the chord charts are1.
primarily presented in standard notation, with some simplified versions
for beginners.

Does the ebook include audio examples? While not included directly,1.
links to relevant recordings are provided for reference.

Can I use this ebook for my church's choir? Absolutely! This is an1.
excellent resource for choir directors and musicians.

What types of instruments are covered? The principles apply to piano,1.
organ, guitar, and other instruments capable of playing chords.

Does the ebook cover copyright considerations? The ebook emphasizes1.
respectful use of the music and recommends obtaining necessary licenses
for public performances.

Are there any exercises included in the ebook? Yes, the ebook includes1.



practical exercises to reinforce the concepts covered.

What is the focus of the ebook: theory or practical application? The1.
ebook balances theoretical understanding with practical application,
focusing on both analytical skills and performance techniques.

Is there a digital version of the ebook available? Yes, a digital1.
version (PDF) will be available.
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