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Anything Goes: A Musical Script - Ebook Description

This ebook provides a complete, ready-to-stage script for a vibrant and engaging musical theatre
production drawing inspiration from the Cole Porter classic, "Anything Goes." However, it transcends a
simple adaptation. It explores the themes of love, social class, and personal liberation through a
modern lens, updating the story and its comedic elements for contemporary audiences while
preserving the spirit of the original's dazzling musical numbers. The significance of this script lies in
its accessibility for both amateur and professional theatre groups. It offers a flexible structure that
allows for adjustments based on cast size, budget, and available resources. Furthermore, its
relevance stems from its exploration of timeless themes that resonate across generations, making it a
compelling and thought-provoking experience for both performers and audiences. This script offers a
unique opportunity to experience a classic reimagined for the modern stage, making it a valuable
resource for anyone interested in musical theatre.

Ebook Title: "Anything Goes: A Modern Musical Remix"

Outline:

Introduction: Setting the stage - A brief history of "Anything Goes," the inspiration for this
reimagining, and a note on the script's adaptability.

Chapter 1: Characters & Setting: Detailed character descriptions, including motivations and
backstories, along with a description of the updated setting and time period.

Chapter 2: Synopsis & Scene Breakdown: A comprehensive plot summary, outlining the major plot
points and the structure of each scene, including potential staging ideas.

Chapter 3: Dialogue & Song Lyrics: The complete script, featuring updated dialogue reflecting modern
sensibilities and the inclusion of original songs inspired by the spirit of Cole Porter.

Chapter 4: Staging & Production Notes: Practical advice for directors, including suggestions for
costumes, set design, lighting, and choreography.

Chapter 5: Musical Arrangements & Orchestration: Suggestions on musical arrangements and
instrumentation, adaptable to different budgets and skill levels.

Conclusion: Final thoughts, encouragement for creative interpretations, and contact information for
the author.

Anything Goes: A Modern Musical Remix - Full Article

Introduction: Reimagining a Classic

The Cole Porter musical "Anything Goes" is a timeless classic, bursting with witty dialogue,
memorable songs, and a charmingly chaotic plot. This script, "Anything Goes: A Modern Musical
Remix," takes the spirit of the original and reimagines it for a contemporary audience. While retaining
the core themes of love, societal expectations, and personal liberation, this version updates the
story's setting and characters, offering a fresh and engaging experience. The script's adaptability is a



key feature, making it suitable for a wide range of theatrical productions, from high school drama
clubs to professional companies. This introduction sets the stage for the journey ahead, guiding the
reader through the intricacies of bringing this reimagined classic to life.

Chapter 1: Characters & Setting - Unveiling a New Generation

This chapter delves into the heart of the production: the characters and the world they inhabit.
Instead of the original's transatlantic ocean liner setting, we might place the action on a luxury cruise
ship traversing the Caribbean, or perhaps a vibrant college campus during spring break. This updated
setting allows for a modern interpretation of the characters' social interactions and conflicts. Detailed
character descriptions are provided, expanding on their backstories, motivations, and relationships.
For example, Reno Sweeney, the nightclub singer and evangelist, might be reimagined as a social
media influencer navigating the complexities of online fame. Billy Crocker, the lovestruck young man,
could be a struggling entrepreneur trying to make his mark in the startup world. The characters’
personalities and relationships are explored in depth, providing valuable insight for actors and
directors.

Chapter 2: Synopsis & Scene Breakdown - Mapping the
Narrative

The synopsis provides a clear and concise overview of the plot, revealing the twists and turns of this
modern adaptation. The scene-by-scene breakdown further clarifies the narrative flow, detailing the
key events and emotional shifts within each act. This chapter provides practical staging suggestions,
such as scene transitions, blocking ideas, and potential use of props. The updated storyline might
involve modern technological elements, reflecting the changes in communication and social
dynamics, while maintaining the core comedic conflicts and romantic entanglements that define the
original. The goal is to offer a detailed roadmap for directors and actors to navigate the story
smoothly and effectively.

Chapter 3: Dialogue & Song Lyrics - The Heart of the
Performance

This forms the core of the ebook - the complete script, including the updated dialogue and original
song lyrics. The dialogue is crafted to reflect modern language and sensibilities, while still retaining
the wit and charm of the original. The songs, inspired by the style of Cole Porter, capture the
emotional essence of each scene, adding a layer of musical depth. The lyrics are carefully chosen to
enhance the narrative and provide opportunities for emotional expression. This section is crucial for
both the performers who will bring the story to life and for the audience who will be captivated by the
music and words.

Chapter 4: Staging & Production Notes - Bringing the Vision
to Life

This chapter provides practical guidance for directors, offering suggestions for various aspects of
production. It offers detailed advice on costume design, considering the updated setting and
character reinterpretations. The suggestions on set design aim for flexibility, enabling productions



with varying budgets to create effective and evocative staging. Lighting design suggestions highlight
the emotional tone of different scenes, creating the desired atmosphere. Finally, choreography
suggestions aim to provide visually dynamic and engaging dance sequences that complement the
music and narrative.

Chapter 5: Musical Arrangements & Orchestration - The
Sound of the Remix

This chapter addresses the musical aspects of the production, providing suggestions for musical
arrangements and orchestration. It emphasizes adaptability, catering to different skill levels and
budgetary constraints. The suggestions aim to achieve a modern sound, while still respecting the
classic spirit of the original score. This allows for flexibility in instrumentation, enabling productions
with smaller ensembles or larger orchestras to bring the music to life effectively. The focus is on
providing practical and accessible solutions that can be tailored to the specific resources available.

Conclusion: Embracing Creativity and Collaboration

The conclusion encourages creative interpretations and experimentation, emphasizing that this script
is a starting point for collaborative exploration. The author provides contact information for any
inquiries or feedback. The final message highlights the enduring appeal of "Anything Goes" and
celebrates the potential of this modern remix to engage audiences and inspire future theatrical
productions.

FAQs

1. Can this script be adapted for different cast sizes? Yes, the script is designed to be adaptable
and can be adjusted to accommodate various cast sizes.

2. What kind of musical instruments are suggested? The suggested instrumentation is flexible and
can be adapted to suit different budgets and skill levels, from smaller ensembles to full
orchestras.

3. Are there specific age recommendations for the performers? While adaptable, certain roles
might suit specific age ranges, depending on the interpretation of the characters.

4. What are the copyright permissions? Full details regarding copyright permissions and usage
rights are detailed within the ebook.

5. Can I make changes to the script? The script encourages creative interpretations, but please
respect copyright and acknowledge the original source material.

6. What kind of staging is suggested? The script offers suggestions for a variety of staging options,
catering to different production budgets and resources.

7. How long is the running time of the musical? The estimated running time is detailed in the
synopsis and scene breakdown section.



8. Where can | find sheet music for the original songs? Information on accessing sheet music for
the original songs is provided within the ebook.

9. Is there support available for directors and producers? The author welcomes inquiries and is
available for consultation regarding the production of this musical.

Related Articles

1. Modernizing Musical Theatre Classics: This article explores the challenges and rewards of
adapting classic musicals for contemporary audiences.

2. The Enduring Appeal of Cole Porter: This article examines the lasting impact of Cole Porter’s
music and its continuing relevance.

3. Adapting Musicals for Different Budgets: This article provides practical advice for producing
musicals with limited resources.

4. The Importance of Character Development in Musical Theatre: This article discusses the role of
character development in creating engaging and believable performances.

5. Creating Original Songs for Musical Theatre: This article provides guidance for writing original
songs that enhance the narrative.

6. The Power of Lighting Design in Musical Theatre: This article explores the use of lighting to
enhance the emotional impact of musical theatre.

7. Costuming for Contemporary Musical Productions: This article provides advice on creating
effective and visually stunning costumes for modern musicals.

8. Set Design for Maximum Impact: This article explores the use of set design to create visually
stunning and immersive environments.

9. Choreography in Musical Theatre: A Modern Approach: This article discusses contemporary
approaches to choreography in musical theatre.
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ANYTHING Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Anything definition: any thing whatever; something, no matter what.. See examples of ANYTHING
used in a sentence.

ANYTHING | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
ANYTHING definition: 1. used in questions and negatives to mean "something": 2. any event, act,
object, or situation.... Learn more.

ANYTHING | definition in the Cambridge English Dictionary
ANYTHING meaning: 1. used in questions and negatives to mean "something": 2. any event, act,
object, or situation.... Learn more.

ANYTHING definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
5 meanings: 1. any object, event, action, etc, whatever 2. a thing of any kind 3. in any way 4. - See
anything but 5. - See.... Click for more definitions.

"Anything" or "Any Thing"? - Grammar Monster
Anything and any thing are easy to confuse. Anything means 'a thing of any kind' (i.e., it doesn't
matter what it is). Any thing is rare. It is used to emphasize that you are referring to any object, ...
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ANYTHING Definition & Meaning | Dicti

Anything definition: any thing whatever; something, no matter what.. See examples of ANYTHING
used in a sentence.

ANYTHING | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
ANYTHING definition: 1. used in questions and negatives to mean "something": 2. any event, act,
object, or situation.... Learn more.

ANYTHING | definition i the Cambridae Enafish Dicti

ANYTHING meaning: 1. used in questions and negatives to mean "something": 2. any event, act,
object, or situation.... Learn more.

ANYTHING definiti I ing | Collins English Dicti

5 meanings: 1. any object, event, action, etc, whatever 2. a thing of any kind 3. in any way 4. - See
anything but 5. - See.... Click for more definitions.

"Anything" or "Any Thing"? - Grammar Monster
Anything and any thing are easy to confuse. Anything means 'a thing of any kind' (i.e., it doesn't
matter what it is). Any thing is rare. It is used to emphasize that you are referring to any object, ...
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