arsenic and old lace 1962 cast

Book Concept: Arsenic and Old Lace, 1962: A Stage to
Remember

Concept: This book will delve into the fascinating world of the 1962 Broadway revival of Joseph
Kesselring's dark comedy, Arsenic and Old Lace. It will go beyond a simple recap of the production,
exploring the cultural context of the time, the impact of the cast's performances (particularly
focusing on the legendary Boris Karloff), and the enduring legacy of this specific adaptation. The
book will blend historical research with insightful theatrical analysis, engaging both seasoned
theatre enthusiasts and newcomers alike.

Compelling Storyline/Structure:
The book will adopt a multi-faceted approach:

Part 1: The Stage is Set: This section will lay the groundwork, examining the original play's success,
the decision to revive it in 1962, and the socio-political climate that influenced the production.

Part 2: A Cast of Characters: This will be the core of the book, profiling each key cast member,
analyzing their individual contributions to the production, and exploring their careers before and
after their involvement. Special focus will be given to Boris Karloff's portrayal of Jonathan Brewster,
comparing it to previous interpretations and examining its impact on the play's overall tone.

Part 3: Curtain Call: Legacy and Enduring Appeal: This section will explore the 1962 revival's lasting
impact on theatre history, its influence on subsequent productions, and the reasons for its continued
popularity and resonance with audiences today. It will also examine the play's themes in the context
of 1960s America and their relevance to contemporary society.

Ebook Description:

They say laughter is the best medicine. But what happens when the medicine is laced with arsenic?
Are you fascinated by classic theatre, the golden age of Hollywood, or the captivating stories behind
iconic stage productions? Do you struggle to find detailed, insightful information on specific revivals
and their unique casts? Are you curious about the cultural impact of a play beyond its initial run?
Then you need Arsenic and Old Lace, 1962: A Stage to Remember. This meticulously researched
book delves into the unforgettable 1962 Broadway revival of Arsenic and Old Lace, offering a
captivating journey through the lives and careers of its remarkable cast, the creative choices of its
production, and its lasting impact on theatre history.

Author: [Your Name]

Contents:

Introduction: Setting the stage for the 1962 revival.
Chapter 1: The Play's the Thing: Examining the original play and its enduring appeal.



Chapter 2: The 1962 Cast: A Constellation of Talent: In-depth profiles of key cast members, focusing
on their individual contributions.

Chapter 3: Boris Karloff: A Legacy in Arsenic: A dedicated chapter exploring Karloff's portrayal and
its significance.

Chapter 4: Directing the Mayhem: The Creative Vision: Analyzing the director's choices and their
impact.

Chapter 5: A Reflection of the Times: Examining the social and cultural context of the 1962
production.

Chapter 6: The Curtain Falls: Enduring Legacy: Exploring the revival's lasting influence on theatre
and culture.

Conclusion: A final reflection on the enduring magic of Arsenic and Old Lace, 1962.

Article: Arsenic and Old Lace, 1962: A Stage to
Remember - A Deep Dive

Introduction: Setting the Stage for a Revival

The 1962 Broadway revival of Arsenic and Old Lace wasn’t just another run-of-the-mill revival; it was
a significant cultural moment. The original play, a black comedy penned by Joseph Kesselring, had
already enjoyed success, but this particular production, bolstered by a star-studded cast and a
specific directorial vision, carved its own space in theatre history. The early 1960s were a time of
significant social change in America, and this revival, unintentionally or otherwise, reflected those
shifting tides. The dark humor, the eccentric characters, and the underlying anxieties of the play
resonated with audiences grappling with the Cold War, the Civil Rights movement, and anxieties
about the future. This introduction will set the scene, discussing the original play’s reception and the
factors contributing to the decision to mount this specific revival. It will also delve into the theatrical
landscape of 1962 Broadway.

Chapter 1: The Play's the Thing: Enduring Appeal of Arsenic and Old Lace

Joseph Kesselring’s Arsenic and Old Lace, first performed in 1941, is a dark comedy masterpiece. Its
blend of macabre humor and endearingly quirky characters has ensured its longevity. The play's
central conflict—two charming elderly sisters who poison lonely old men—is absurd yet darkly funny.
This chapter will delve into the play's plot, characters, themes, and the reasons for its continued
popularity. We will explore the play’s dark humor, its exploration of family dynamics, the contrast
between appearance and reality, and the social commentary subtly woven into its narrative. We'll
analyze the reasons for its enduring appeal—its timeless themes of family secrets, societal hypocrisy,
and the unexpected ways in which we confront mortality.

Chapter 2: The 1962 Cast: A Constellation of Talent

The success of any theatrical production hinges significantly on its cast. The 1962 revival of Arsenic
and Old Lace boasted a remarkably talented ensemble. This chapter will provide detailed profiles of
each key cast member, examining their individual performances and career trajectories. We'll



explore not only their contributions to this specific production but also their broader impact on the
world of theatre and film. This section will highlight the synergy among the actors and how their
collective talent contributed to the overall success of the revival.

Chapter 3: Boris Karloff: A Legacy in Arsenic

Boris Karloff, synonymous with horror films thanks to his iconic role as Frankenstein's monster, took
on the role of Jonathan Brewster in the 1962 revival. This chapter will be dedicated to exploring
Karloff's performance and its significance. We will compare his interpretation of Jonathan Brewster
to previous portrayals, analyzing his unique approach to the character's eccentricities and menace.
This chapter will delve into how Karloff's performance shaped the overall tone of the production, and
how his reputation and screen persona contributed to the play's unique flavor. We’ll examine
audience and critical reactions to his casting and performance.

Chapter 4: Directing the Mayhem: The Creative Vision

The director's choices play a crucial role in shaping a theatrical production. This chapter will
examine the directorial decisions made for the 1962 revival, focusing on how those choices
influenced the overall aesthetic, pacing, and interpretation of the play. We'll explore the creative
decisions regarding set design, costume design, lighting, and the director's vision for the play's tone
and style. Analyzing the directorial choices allows us to understand the specific artistic intentions
and their impact on the production's final product.

Chapter 5: A Reflection of the Times: The Cultural Context of 1962

The 1962 revival of Arsenic and Old Lace was not staged in a vacuum. This chapter will situate the
production within the cultural context of the early 1960s in America. We will explore the socio-
political climate, including the Cold War, the burgeoning Civil Rights movement, and the anxieties
surrounding societal change. By examining the cultural context, we can better understand how the
play's themes—family dysfunction, social hypocrisy, and the darker aspects of human
nature—resonated with audiences of the time. We’'ll also analyze how these themes might hold new
relevance for contemporary audiences.

Chapter 6: The Curtain Falls: Enduring Legacy and Resonance

This chapter will explore the lasting impact of the 1962 revival on theatre history. We will analyze its
influence on subsequent productions of Arsenic and Old Lace, examining how its unique
interpretations and casting choices have shaped the play's continuing legacy. The chapter will also
examine the reasons for its continued popularity and its enduring resonance with contemporary
audiences. This section will conclude by reflecting on the enduring appeal of the play and its
continued ability to entertain and provoke thought.

Conclusion: A Final Reflection

The 1962 revival of Arsenic and Old Lace stands as a testament to the enduring power of classic
theatre and the magic of a well-cast production. This final section will summarise the key insights
from the book, reiterating the unique elements that made this revival so significant, and reflecting
on the legacy of both the play and its particular incarnation.



FAQs:

1. What makes the 1962 revival of Arsenic and Old Lace so special? Its star-studded cast,
particularly Boris Karloff, and its reflection of the socio-political climate of 1962.

1. How did Boris Karloff’s performance differ from previous interpretations of Jonathan
Brewster? This book explores this in detail, comparing his portrayal to others, noting the
impact of his previous screen roles.

1. What were the major cultural influences on the 1962 production? The Cold War, the Civil
Rights movement, and broader anxieties about societal change are discussed.

1. How does the play's humor work in the context of its dark themes? The book analyzes the
blend of macabre humor and serious themes, demonstrating how they enhance each other.

1. What is the lasting legacy of this particular production? The book explores its influence on
subsequent adaptations and its continuing popularity.

1. What other key actors appeared in the 1962 cast? The book provides detailed profiles of the
key members of the ensemble.

1. Where can I find more information about the original Broadway production of Arsenic and Old
Lace? The book provides a comprehensive overview of the original production and its context.

1. How does the play's themes relate to modern society? The book explores the timelessness of
its themes and how they resonate with contemporary issues.

1. What is the overall tone and style of the book? It is informative, insightful, and accessible to a
wide audience, balancing academic rigor with engaging storytelling.



Related Articles:

1. Boris Karloff's Career Beyond Frankenstein: Explores Karloff's diverse roles and his
contributions to theatre and film.

1. The Golden Age of Broadway: A Cultural Overview: Examines the cultural context of Broadway
in the 1960s.

1. Dark Comedy in American Theatre: Analyzes the evolution and significance of dark comedy in
American theatrical history.

1. Joseph Kesselring: A Playwright's Life: A biography of the author of Arsenic and Old Lace.

1. The Impact of Cold War Anxiety on American Culture: Explores how the Cold War influenced
popular culture and entertainment.

1. Stage Design and Costume in 1960s Broadway: Focuses on the aesthetic and design trends of
Broadway during that era.

1. Analyzing the Themes of Family Dysfunction in Arsenic and Old Lace: A deeper dive into the
play’s exploration of family dynamics.

1. Comparing and Contrasting Different Adaptations of Arsenic and Old Lace: Compares the 1962
revival to other film and stage adaptations.

1. The Legacy of Black Comedy in Popular Culture: Examines the enduring appeal of dark humor
in various media.
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