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Book Concept: Audre Lorde & Zami: A New
Spelling of My Name - A Legacy of Self-
Discovery

Book Concept: This book isn't just a biography of Audre Lorde and a critical
analysis of Zami: A New Spelling of My Name. It's a journey of self-discovery
inspired by Lorde's powerful life and work. The structure weaves together
biographical details of Lorde's life, in-depth literary analysis of Zami, and
practical exercises and reflections designed to help readers explore their
own identities, confront societal biases, and embrace their authentic selves.
The book will appeal to both those familiar with Lorde's work and those
encountering her for the first time. It moves beyond simple biography to
provide a dynamic, engaging experience fostering personal growth and
empowerment.

Ebook Description:

Are you struggling to find your voice in a world that constantly tries to
silence you? Do you feel the weight of societal expectations shaping your
identity? Do you yearn to embrace your authentic self, complexities and all?

Then this book is for you. Audre Lorde & Zami: A New Spelling of My Name
offers a transformative journey of self-discovery inspired by the life and
revolutionary work of Audre Lorde and her seminal autobiographical novel,
Zami. It's a powerful blend of biography, literary criticism, and self-
reflection that will empower you to claim your narrative.

Book Title: Audre Lorde & Zami: A New Spelling of My Name - A Legacy of Self-
Discovery

Contents:

Introduction: The Power of Naming and Self-Definition

Chapter 1: Audre Lorde: A Life in Revolution — Exploring Lorde's life,
activism, and literary contributions.

Chapter 2: Deconstructing Zami: A Literary and Autobiographical Analysis —
Deep dive into Zami's themes, style, and significance.

Chapter 3: Intersectionality and Identity: Understanding the complexities of
self.

Chapter 4: The Power of Sisterhood: Building community and support.



Chapter 5: Claiming Your Voice: Practical exercises for self-expression and
empowerment.

Chapter 6: Confronting Oppression: Strategies for navigating systemic
injustices.

Chapter 7: Embracing Your Authentic Self: A roadmap for personal growth and
transformation.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Audre Lorde and the Ongoing Journey of
Self-Discovery

Article: Audre Lorde & Zami: A New Spelling of My Name - A Legacy of Self-
Discovery

Introduction: The Power of Naming and Self-
Definition

Audre Lorde's life and work are inextricably linked to the power of naming.
The title Zami: A New Spelling of My Name itself encapsulates this theme.
Choosing to "re-spell" her name signifies a reclaiming of identity, a
rejection of imposed labels, and an assertion of agency. This introduction
sets the stage for exploring this central theme throughout the book,
emphasizing how naming is an act of self-definition, resistance, and
empowerment. It lays the groundwork for understanding Lorde's commitment to
self-knowledge as a revolutionary act. The introduction also establishes the
structure and purpose of the book, highlighting the blend of biography,
literary analysis, and self-reflective exercises that will guide the reader
on their own journey of self-discovery.

Chapter 1: Audre Lorde: A Life in Revolution

This chapter provides a comprehensive biography of Audre Lorde, tracing her
life from her childhood in Harlem to her significant contributions to
feminist, Black, and LGBTQ+ movements. It emphasizes her experiences with
racism, sexism, and homophobia and how they shaped her radical perspectives.
We'll explore her activism, her poetic and prose writing, and her
intellectual influence, highlighting key works like The Cancer Journals,
Sister OQutsider, and A Burst of Light. The chapter will contextualize Lorde’s
life within the broader social and political landscapes of the 20th century,
revealing her impact on the development of intersectional feminism and its
ongoing relevance. Key aspects include:

Early Life and Influences: Exploring her childhood experiences and the
formative events that shaped her worldview.

Activism and Social Justice: Analyzing her roles in various social movements
and her advocacy for marginalized communities.

Literary Contributions: Detailed analysis of her major works, highlighting
their themes, styles, and influence.

Legacy and Enduring Relevance: Assessing Lorde's lasting impact on feminist
thought, social justice movements, and LGBTQ+ rights.



Chapter 2: Deconstructing Zami: A Literary and
Autobiographical Analysis

This chapter delves deep into Zami: A New Spelling of My Name, exploring its
unique structure, narrative voice, and thematic complexities. We will analyze
its significance as an autobiographical novel, a testament to the power of
self-definition, and a celebration of Black lesbian sisterhood. The chapter
will unpack key themes, including:

Autobiographical Narrative: Examining the unique structure and choices made
in the text that distinguish it from traditional biographies.

Themes of Sisterhood and Community: Analyzing the importance of community and
kinship in shaping identity and confronting oppression.

Identity and Intersectionality: Exploring the complexities of Lorde's
identity as a Black lesbian feminist and the intersecting systems of
oppression she experienced.

Language and Style: Dissecting Lorde’s poetic and evocative prose style and
its impact on the reader.

Chapter 3: Intersectionality and Identity:
Understanding the Complexities of Self

This chapter expands on the concepts of intersectionality presented in
Lorde's work and applies them to readers’ own lives. It encourages self-
reflection on how multiple identities intersect and shape personal
experiences. Using Lorde's perspective as a model, this chapter will provide
tools and frameworks for understanding the complexity of individual
identities. This section includes practical exercises to guide readers in
self-discovery and identifying their own intersecting identities. The chapter
will cover:

Defining Intersectionality: Exploring the meaning and significance of
intersectionality in understanding social justice and identity.

Identifying Intersecting Identities: Practical exercises and prompts to help
readers identify their own complex identities.

Understanding Privilege and Oppression: Analyzing the ways in which
intersecting identities contribute to both privilege and oppression.
Navigating Identity Conflicts: Strategies for addressing internal conflicts
and tensions related to intersecting identities.

Chapter 4: The Power of Sisterhood: Building
Community and Support

This chapter focuses on the vital role of sisterhood and community in
navigating a world that often marginalizes individuals based on race, gender,
and sexual orientation. Inspired by the profound relationships depicted in
Zami, this chapter explores the importance of building supportive communities



and finding strength in shared experiences. Practical guidance will be
offered on finding and nurturing meaningful connections. The chapter will
include:

The Importance of Community: Discussing the crucial role of community in
challenging oppression and fostering personal growth.

Building Supportive Relationships: Providing practical advice and strategies
for cultivating strong and supportive connections.

Finding Your Tribe: Encouraging readers to actively seek out spaces and
communities that celebrate diversity and provide mutual support.

The Benefits of Sisterhood: Highlighting the emotional, social, and political
benefits of creating and participating in supportive networks.

Chapter 5: Claiming Your Voice: Practical Exercises
for Self-Expression and Empowerment

This chapter provides a set of practical exercises to help readers develop
their voices and express themselves authentically. Inspired by Lorde's bold
self-expression, the chapter includes journaling prompts, creative writing
exercises, and self-reflection questions designed to encourage personal
growth and empowerment. The exercises will be tailored to readers with
varying levels of experience in creative expression. The chapter will offer:

Journaling Prompts: Guided prompts to encourage self-reflection and
exploration of personal experiences.

Creative Writing Exercises: Creative exercises designed to develop writing
skills and foster self-expression.

Affirmation and Self-Love Practices: Techniques for cultivating self-
acceptance and building self-esteem.

Developing Assertiveness: Strategies for developing confident communication
and expressing personal needs.

Chapter 6: Confronting Oppression: Strategies for
Navigating Systemic Injustices

This chapter explores ways to confront and challenge systemic injustices that
affect marginalized communities. Drawing upon Lorde's activism and her call
to action, this chapter provides strategies for personal engagement with
social justice issues. It includes discussions on advocacy, allyship, and
strategies for effective resistance to oppression. This will include:

Understanding Systemic Oppression: Exploring different forms of systemic
oppression and their impact on individuals and communities.

Allyship and Advocacy: Strategies for becoming an effective ally and advocate
for marginalized communities.

Direct Action and Resistance: Exploring various approaches to social justice
activism and challenging oppressive systems.

Self-Care and Resilience: Strategies for maintaining personal well-being



while actively engaging in social justice work.

Chapter 7: Embracing Your Authentic Self: A Roadmap
for Personal Growth and Transformation

This chapter synthesizes the key themes and lessons from the previous
chapters to provide a roadmap for personal growth and transformation. It
emphasizes the importance of self-acceptance, self-compassion, and embracing
one's authentic self, regardless of societal expectations. This chapter will
draw upon Lorde's powerful message of self-love and empowerment as a
foundation for personal growth. The chapter will conclude with actionable
steps to continue the journey of self-discovery. The chapter will include:

Self-Acceptance and Self-Compassion: Strategies for cultivating self-love and
acceptance of one's complexities.

Setting Boundaries and Prioritizing Well-being: Techniques for setting
healthy boundaries and prioritizing personal well-being.

Embracing Imperfection: Recognizing the beauty in imperfection and learning
to embrace vulnerability.

Continuing the Journey of Self-Discovery: Encouraging readers to continue
their personal growth and transformation journey long after completing the
book.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Audre Lorde and
the Ongoing Journey of Self-Discovery

This conclusion summarizes the key themes of the book and reinforces the
enduring legacy of Audre Lorde's work. It emphasizes that the journey of
self-discovery is a lifelong process that requires continuous learning, self-
reflection, and engagement with social justice issues. The conclusion invites
readers to continue their personal growth and to carry Lorde's message of
empowerment forward.

FAQs:

1. Who is Audre Lorde? Audre Lorde was a renowned writer, activist, and
feminist scholar known for her work on intersectionality, racism,
sexism, and homophobia.

1. What is Zami: A New Spelling of My Name? It's Lorde's groundbreaking
autobiographical novel exploring themes of identity, sisterhood, and the
power of self-definition.



1. Is this book only for people familiar with Audre Lorde's work? No, it's
designed to be accessible to a wide audience, regardless of prior
knowledge of Lorde.

1. What kind of exercises are included? The book includes journaling
prompts, creative writing exercises, and self-reflection questions to
foster personal growth.

1. How can this book help me? This book will guide you towards self-
discovery, empowering you to embrace your authentic self and navigate
societal challenges.

1. Is this book academic or more accessible? It's written to be accessible
to a wide audience, while still providing insightful literary analysis.

1. What makes this book unique? It blends biography, literary analysis, and
practical exercises for a transformative reading experience.

1. How long is the book? Approximately [Insert estimated word count or page
count].

1. Where can I buy the ebook? [Insert link to purchase].

Related Articles:
1. Audre Lorde's Legacy of Intersectionality: Exploring the development and
impact of Lorde's concept of intersectionality.

2. The Literary Significance of Zami: A deeper dive into the literary
techniques and stylistic choices in Zami.



3. Sisterhood and Community in Lorde's Work: Examining the importance of
sisterhood and community in Lorde's life and writings.

4. Claiming Your Voice: A Practical Guide to Self-Expression: A standalone
guide inspired by the book's self-expression exercises.

5. Confronting Systemic Oppression: Strategies for Activism: An exploration
of strategies for effective activism inspired by Lorde's activism.

6. Embracing Your Authentic Self: A Journey of Self-Acceptance: A guide to
self-acceptance and self-compassion.

7. The Power of Naming and Self-Definition: An examination of the power of
language and self-identity.

8. Audre Lorde and the Black Feminist Movement: Contextualizing Lorde's
work within the Black feminist movement.

9. Intersectionality and Social Justice: Exploring the connection between
intersectionality and achieving social justice.

Additional Resources

Audre Lorde - Wikipedia

Audre Lorde (/ 'o:dri 'lo:rd / AW-dree LORD; born Audrey Geraldine Lorde;
February 18, 1934 — November 17, 1992) was an American writer, professor,
philosopher, intersectional feminist, ..

\udre Lorde | Bi I Bool Q E | Bri .
May 23, 2025 - Audre Lorde (born February 18, 1934, New York, New York,

U.S.—died November 17, 1992, St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands) was an American
poet, essayist, and ..

Audre Lorde | The Poetry Foundation

A self-described “black, lesbian, mother, warrior, poet,” Audre Lorde
dedicated both her life and her creative talent to confronting and addressing
injustices of racism, sexism, classism, and ..

Audre Lorde - National Women's History Museum

Poet and author Audre Lorde used her writing to shine light on her experience
of the world as a Black lesbian woman and later, as a mother and person
suffering from cancer.

Audre Lorde - National Museum of African American History and ..

Audre Lorde (1934-1992) was a poet, essayist, librarian, feminist, and equal
rights activist. Audre Lorde was born Audrey Geraldine Lorde in New York City
to immigrants from Grenada, an ..



Audre Lorde - Poems, Death & Facts - Biography

Apr 2, 2014 - Audre Geraldine Lorde was born on February 18, 1934, in New
York City, and went on to become a leading African American poet and essayist
who gave voice to issues of race, ..

Life S . Audre Lorde - W S the . S
Audre called it a “biomythography,” a combination of history, biography, and
myth, telling the story of growing up in New York City. Several years after
defeating her first cancer diagnosis, Audre ..

About Audre Lorde | The Audre Lorde Project

The Black feminist, lesbian, poet, mother, warrior Audre Lorde (1934-1992)
was a native New Yorker and daughter of immigrants. Both her activism and her
published work speak to the ..

Lord Aud (1934-1992) - E 1 Ui
Lorde, Audre (1934-1992)American poet, essayist, and activist now
acknowledged as one of the foremost feminist voices of the 20th century,
whose work confronts issues of identity, racism, ..

Audre Lorde (1934-1992) | Womenpedia, the wiki of inspiring ..

As a writer, Audre Lorde was known for her powerful and poignant poetry that
explored themes of race, gender, sexuality, and identity. Some of her most
notable works include "The First ..

Audre Lorde - Wikipedia

Audre Lorde (/ 'o2:dri 'lo:rd / AW-dree LORD; born Audrey Geraldine Lorde;
February 18, 1934 — November 17, 1992) was an American writer, professor,
philosopher, intersectional feminist, ..

Audre Lorde | Biography, Books, & Facts | Britannica

May 23, 2025 - Audre Lorde (born February 18, 1934, New York, New York,
U.S.—died November 17, 1992, St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands) was an American
poet, essayist, and ..

Audre Lorde | The Poetry Foundation

A self-described “black, lesbian, mother, warrior, poet,” Audre Lorde
dedicated both her life and her creative talent to confronting and addressing
injustices of racism, sexism, classism, and ..
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Poet and author Audre Lorde used her writing to shine light on her experience
of the world as a Black lesbian woman and later, as a mother and person
suffering from cancer.

Audre Lorde - National Museum of African American History and ..

Audre Lorde (1934-1992) was a poet, essayist, librarian, feminist, and equal
rights activist. Audre Lorde was born Audrey Geraldine Lorde in New York City
to immigrants from Grenada, an ..
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Apr 2, 2014 - Audre Geraldine Lorde was born on February 18, 1934, in New
York City, and went on to become a leading African American poet and essayist
who gave voice to issues of race, ..

Life Story: Audre Lorde - Women & the American Story

Audre called it a “biomythography,” a combination of history, biography, and
myth, telling the story of growing up in New York City. Several years after
defeating her first cancer diagnosis, Audre ..

About Audre lLorde | The Audre lLorde Project

The Black feminist, lesbian, poet, mother, warrior Audre Lorde (1934-1992)
was a native New Yorker and daughter of immigrants. Both her activism and her
published work speak to the ..

Lorde, Audre (1934-1992) - Encyclopedia.com

Lorde, Audre (1934-1992)American poet, essayist, and activist now
acknowledged as one of the foremost feminist voices of the 20th century,
whose work confronts issues of identity, racism, ..
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As a writer, Audre Lorde was known for her powerful and poignant poetry that
explored themes of race, gender, sexuality, and identity. Some of her most
notable works include "The First ..
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