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Book Concept: Audubon Bird Book Value: A
Collector's Guide & Investment Handbook

Concept: This book transcends a simple price guide. It's a captivating journey into the world
of Audubon bird book collecting, blending history, art, investment strategies, and the thrill
of the hunt for rare editions. The storyline follows a fictional character, perhaps a young
inheritor of a rare Audubon, navigating the complexities of the collecting world,
encountering both knowledgeable experts and unscrupulous dealers. This personal
narrative intertwines with comprehensive information, making the learning process
engaging and memorable.

Ebook Description:

Have you inherited an old Audubon bird book and wonder if it's worth a fortune? Or are you
a budding collector dreaming of owning a piece of American ornithological history? Many
find themselves baffled by the world of antique book valuation, especially when it comes to
the iconic Audubon prints. Determining authenticity, understanding condition grading, and
navigating the often opaque market can be daunting and even lead to costly mistakes.

"Audubon Bird Book Value: A Collector's Guide & Investment Handbook" by [Your Name]
provides the knowledge and expertise you need to confidently assess and potentially profit
from your Audubon investment.

Contents:

Introduction: The Allure of Audubon: History, Art, and the Collecting World
Chapter 1: Identifying Your Audubon: Authenticating Prints and Editions – Spotting Fakes &
Reprints
Chapter 2: Condition Matters: Grading and Assessing Value: Understanding the Factors that
Influence Price
Chapter 3: The Market Landscape: Navigating Auctions, Dealers, and Online Platforms
Chapter 4: Investing in Audubon: Strategies and Risks: Building a Collection, Diversification,
and Long-Term Growth
Chapter 5: Preserving Your Investment: Proper Storage, Handling, and Conservation
Chapter 6: Beyond the Value: The Story of Audubon and His Legacy
Conclusion: Your Journey into the World of Audubon Collecting Begins

Article: Audubon Bird Book Value: A Collector's Guide & Investment Handbook

Introduction: The Allure of Audubon: History, Art, and the Collecting World

John James Audubon's Birds of America is more than just a collection of bird illustrations; it's



a masterpiece of American art and natural history. Its iconic double elephant folio prints,
with their life-sized depictions of birds in their natural habitats, have captivated collectors
and enthusiasts for centuries. This introduction explores the historical context of Audubon's
work, highlighting the artistic techniques and scientific accuracy that elevate his books
beyond mere ornithological records. We'll delve into the reasons behind the enduring
fascination with these books, examining their artistic merit, historical significance, and the
thrill of owning a piece of this iconic legacy. The competitive and sometimes opaque
market for these books will also be touched upon, setting the stage for a deeper exploration
of valuation and investment.

Chapter 1: Identifying Your Audubon: Authenticating Prints and Editions – Spotting Fakes &
Reprints

Identifying Your Audubon: Authenticating Prints
and Editions

This chapter tackles the crucial first step: verifying the authenticity of your Audubon book.
This requires a keen eye for detail and a solid understanding of the various editions and
printings. We will explore:

Identifying Different Editions: From the original double elephant folio to later smaller
editions and reprints, each has unique characteristics. We'll provide detailed visual guides
and descriptions of different editions, highlighting key distinguishing features such as paper
type, printing methods, and overall size.
Recognizing Fakes and Reprints: The high value of authentic Audubon books has
unfortunately led to the creation of numerous forgeries and reproductions. This section will
equip you with the skills to identify common signs of fakery, such as inconsistencies in
style, color, and paper quality. Detailed comparison examples between authentic and fake
prints will be provided, including close-up images.
Provenance and Documentation: The history of ownership (provenance) can significantly
impact value. We’ll examine how to verify ownership history, identify credible
documentation, and trace the book’s journey through time. This can add significant value
and authenticity to your piece.
Expert Consultation: When in doubt, seeking professional authentication from reputable
book appraisers or experts is crucial. We will provide a list of reliable resources and
guidelines for finding credible experts in the field.

Chapter 2: Condition Matters: Grading and Assessing Value

Condition Matters: Grading and Assessing Value

The condition of an Audubon book dramatically affects its value. Unlike a modern mass-
produced book, the condition of an antique Audubon print is assessed based on a variety of
factors. This chapter will introduce a grading system (similar to those used for coins or
stamps) to help you objectively assess the state of your book.



The Grading Scale: We'll define specific grading levels (e.g., Excellent, Fine, Good, Fair,
Poor), explaining the criteria for each grade. These criteria will include factors such as:
Paper Condition: Tears, creases, foxing (brown spots), stains, and general discoloration.
Image Condition: Fading, smudging, and any damage to the printed image itself.
Binding Condition: The condition of the cover, spine, and binding. Are pages loose or
detached?
Completeness: Are all the plates present? Are any missing or replaced?
Visual Examples: Abundant visual examples will illustrate each grading level, showing the
subtle differences that can drastically impact value.
The Impact of Condition on Price: We'll demonstrate how even minor imperfections can
significantly reduce a book's value. Real-world examples of price variations based on
condition will be presented.

(Chapters 3-6 and Conclusion will follow a similar structure, with detailed explanations,
visual aids, and practical advice tailored to each specific topic. Each chapter would be at
least 250 words.)

FAQs:

How do I find a reputable appraiser for my Audubon book? Seek referrals from1.
established auction houses or antique book dealers. Check professional organizations
for certified appraisers.

What are the most valuable Audubon prints? The original double elephant folio,2.
complete and in excellent condition, is the most sought-after. Specific plates depicting
rare or iconic birds also command high prices.

Are there any online resources to help with Audubon identification? Yes, numerous3.
online databases and forums exist with images and descriptions of various Audubon
prints and editions.

How can I protect my Audubon book from damage? Use acid-free storage materials,4.
avoid direct sunlight and extreme temperatures, and handle the book with care.

What are the current market trends for Audubon books? Prices are influenced by5.
factors like overall market conditions, the rarity of specific editions, and the current
collector's demand.

Is it worthwhile to restore a damaged Audubon print? Restoration can be expensive6.
and may not always increase value. Consult with a conservation expert to determine
the best course of action.

Where can I find reliable information on Audubon book values? Auction records,7.
specialist booksellers' catalogs, and online databases can provide valuable pricing
information.

Can I insure my Audubon book? Yes, specialized insurance policies for valuable8.
collectibles are available.



What is the best way to sell my Audubon book? Consider reputable auction houses,9.
specialist book dealers, or online auction platforms.

Related Articles:

The History and Evolution of John James Audubon's Birds of America: A detailed1.
exploration of Audubon's life, his artistic methods, and the creation of his
masterpiece.

Identifying Forgeries and Reprints of Audubon's Birds of America: A deeper dive into2.
spotting fake prints, with detailed visual examples and authentication techniques.

The Impact of Condition on the Value of Audubon Prints: A comprehensive analysis of3.
the grading system and the impact of various imperfections on price.

Navigating the Market for Audubon Books: A guide to auction houses, dealers, and4.
online platforms.

Investing in Rare Books: A Collector's Guide: Broader perspectives on investing in rare5.
books, beyond Audubon.

Preserving and Conserving Antique Books: Comprehensive advice on proper storage,6.
handling, and conservation techniques.

The Science Behind Audubon's Illustrations: An exploration of Audubon's scientific7.
accuracy and the techniques he employed.

Famous Audubon Collectors and Their Collections: Profiles of notable collectors and8.
their remarkable collections.

The Cultural Impact of Audubon's Birds of America: Exploring the influence of9.
Audubon's work on art, science, and conservation.

Additional Resources
National Audubon Society
Help power Audubon's work across the country — from our nation's capital, to your state,
and in your local community.

Guide to North American Birds | Audubon
Explore more than 800 North American bird species, learn about their lives and habitats,
and how climate change is impacting their ability to survive.



About Us | Audubon
For 120 years and counting, the National Audubon Society has preserved bird habitats,
conducted scientific research, influenced policymakers to enact commonsense conservation
laws, and …

Home | Audubon
Birds Tell Us to Act on Climate Pledge to stand with Audubon to call on elected officials to
listen to science and work towards climate solutions.

Audubon Near You | Audubon
Plan a visit to an Audubon Center or Sanctuary, or connect with your local Audubon chapter
to explore the birds in your community Find Your Local Audubon Offices & Chapters Cape
Henry …

EPC | Fabrication | Field Services | Audubon
Audubon is a global provider of EPC, fabrication, and field services for energy, power, utility,
and manufacturing markets.

Audubon Alert: Take Action to Protect Habitat for Birds and People
Will you take the next step by supporting Audubon with a donation? How do you want to
contribute and help birds? Your monthly gift makes you a powerful source of support for
birds …

Audubon's Birds of America | John James Audubon Center at Mill …
During his time at Mill Grove, John James Audubon became a pioneer in portraying birds
and other wildlife in natural settings, painting many North American birds with remarkable
accuracy …

Audubon - Wikipedia
Audubon ... The National Audubon Society (Audubon; / ˈɔːdəbɒn /) is an American non-profit
environmental organization dedicated to conservation of birds and their habitats. Located
in the …

John J. Audubon’s Birds of America
John James Audubon's Birds of America is a portal into the natural world. Printed between
1827 and 1838, it contains 435 life-size watercolors of North American birds (Havell
edition), all …

National Audubon Society
Help power Audubon's work across the country — from our nation's capital, to your state,
and in your local community.

Guide to North American Birds | Audubon
Explore more than 800 North American bird species, learn about their lives and habitats,
and how climate change is impacting their ability to survive.
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For 120 years and counting, the National Audubon Society has preserved bird habitats,
conducted scientific research, influenced policymakers to enact commonsense conservation
…
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