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Ebook Description: Austin's Old Three Hundred

"Austin's Old Three Hundred" delves into the fascinating history of the 300 families who founded
Austin, Texas, exploring their impact on the city's development, social structure, and enduring legacy.
This ebook transcends a simple genealogy; it's a social and economic history, revealing the complex
interplay of power, politics, and community building in the early days of Austin. The significance lies in
understanding how these founding families shaped the city's identity, its economic trajectory, and the
very fabric of its society, influencing everything from its architecture and land ownership to its
political landscape and cultural norms. The relevance extends to contemporary Austin, highlighting
the ongoing impact of these historical patterns on present-day issues such as inequality,
gentrification, and the preservation of historical heritage. By examining the lives and decisions of
these families, we gain valuable insight into the evolution of a major American city and the enduring
legacy of its founding members.
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Introduction: Setting the Stage - Early Settlement and the Selection of Austin

Austin's story begins long before its official founding in 1839. The area, initially inhabited by
indigenous peoples, became a focal point of expansion for Anglo-American settlers in the 19th
century. The selection of Waterloo, later renamed Austin, as the capital of the Republic of Texas was a
pivotal moment. This decision, influenced by factors such as its central location and access to the
Colorado River, attracted ambitious individuals seeking fortune and influence in the burgeoning
republic. This era, marked by significant land grants and the arrival of prominent families, laid the
groundwork for the city’s unique social and economic development. The choices made in this early
period continue to reverberate throughout Austin's history, shaping its demographics, landscape, and
societal structures. Understanding the forces at play during this initial period is crucial to
comprehending the subsequent influence of the “Old Three Hundred.” This introduction sets the stage



for exploring the specific contributions of these influential families.
Chapter 1: The Three Hundred Families - Genealogy and Social Structure

The term "Old Three Hundred" isn't a rigidly defined list. While some debate exists regarding exact
membership, the label generally refers to a group of roughly 300 families who arrived in or
established themselves in Austin during its formative years. Many held significant land grants, often
acquired through their service in the Texas Revolution or through connections with the Republic's
leadership. This chapter delves into the genealogical connections between these families, revealing
intricate webs of kinship and marriage. It explores their social hierarchy - the prominent figures, the
lesser-known families, and the dynamics of power and influence within this elite group. The analysis
extends to their origins, tracing their backgrounds to different parts of the United States and their
motivations for relocating to Texas. The chapter highlights the relatively homogenous nature of these
initial settlers, mostly Anglo-Saxon Protestant families, and explores the implications of this
demographic composition on the early development of Austin’s society. Their cultural norms and
values significantly shaped the emerging city's character.

Chapter 2: Economic Powerhouses - Land Ownership and Business Ventures

The Old Three Hundred families wielded considerable economic clout. Land ownership formed the
bedrock of their wealth. Large land grants, often encompassing hundreds or thousands of acres,
provided the foundation for subsequent business ventures and political influence. This chapter
explores the acquisition, management, and development of these properties. The families engaged in
diverse economic pursuits, including cattle ranching, farming, and the establishment of early
businesses. Their control of land and resources allowed them to shape the city's urban landscape and
influence its infrastructure development. This section also examines the evolving economic conditions
of the time, and the various business opportunities and challenges faced by these founding families.
This section will reveal the economic strategies employed by the families and assess their long-term
economic impact on Austin.

Chapter 3: Political Influence - Shaping the City's Governance

The influence of the Old Three Hundred extended beyond economics into the realm of politics. Many
held prominent positions in the Republic of Texas and the subsequent state government. They
actively participated in shaping Austin’s governance structures, influencing the development of laws,
policies, and institutions. This chapter examines their roles in city councils, state legislatures, and
other political bodies. It analyzes their political ideologies and their impact on crucial decisions that
shaped the city’s trajectory. The chapter also explores the political dynamics within the group,
examining potential rivalries, alliances, and power struggles that influenced the city’s political
landscape. This analysis reveals how their political actions contributed to the city’s enduring
institutional framework.

Chapter 4: Social Impact - Culture, Education, and Philanthropy

The Old Three Hundred's impact reached beyond the political and economic spheres. They
established institutions and practices that shaped the city's cultural norms. This chapter explores
their role in the development of education, religious institutions, and social organizations. It examines
their contributions to the creation of schools, churches, and civic groups that became integral aspects
of Austin's social fabric. The chapter also explores the social attitudes of these families, their impact
on race relations, and their contributions to the city’s overall cultural development. It also delves into



their philanthropic activities and how these acts helped shape the city’s social services and
infrastructure.

Chapter 5: Enduring Legacies - Modern Austin and the Echoes of the Past

The legacies of the Old Three Hundred continue to shape modern Austin. This chapter examines the
ways in which their actions and decisions continue to affect the city today. This includes analyzing the
enduring patterns of land ownership, the persistence of social hierarchies, and the influence of their
historical actions on contemporary political and economic structures. The chapter will also consider
the ongoing debates surrounding gentrification, historical preservation, and the city's evolving
identity, demonstrating how the past continues to interact with the present. This section provides a
crucial link between historical analysis and the contemporary realities of Austin.

Conclusion: Reflections on Legacy and the Future of Austin

This concluding chapter synthesizes the findings of the preceding sections, reflecting on the complex
and multifaceted legacy of the Old Three Hundred. It considers the long-term effects of their actions
on Austin's development, acknowledging both the positive and negative aspects of their influence.
Finally, the conclusion looks ahead, pondering the implications of this historical narrative for the
future of Austin and the importance of understanding the past to shape a more equitable and
inclusive future. This section emphasizes the ongoing relevance of this historical narrative in shaping
the city’s future.

FAQs

1. Who exactly were the "Old Three Hundred"? The term is loosely defined, referring to
approximately 300 families instrumental in early Austin's development. Exact membership is
debated.

1. How did they acquire their land and wealth? Many received land grants for service in the Texas
Revolution or through connections with the Republic's leadership. They diversified into cattle
ranching, farming, and other ventures.

1. What was their political influence? They held many positions in government, shaping laws,
policies, and institutions. Their actions significantly influenced Austin’s early governance.

1. How did they impact Austin's social structure? They established schools, churches, and social
organizations, influencing cultural norms and societal hierarchies.



1. What are the lasting legacies of the Old Three Hundred? Their influence is visible in land
ownership patterns, social structures, and political systems, shaping modern Austin.

1. How does the story of the Old Three Hundred relate to contemporary Austin? Their actions are
relevant to present-day debates on gentrification, inequality, and historical preservation.

1. Where can | find more information on the Old Three Hundred? Genealogical records, historical
archives, and local historical societies offer further insight.

1. Were the Old Three Hundred a diverse group? No, they were predominantly Anglo-Saxon
Protestant families, resulting in a less diverse early Austin.

1. What lessons can be learned from the story of the Old Three Hundred? Understanding their
influence underscores the importance of examining power structures and their impact on
societal development.

Related Articles:

1. Austin's Founding Fathers and the Texas Revolution: Examining the role of the Old Three
Hundred in the fight for Texan independence.

1. Land Ownership and Development in Early Austin: A detailed exploration of land grants and
their economic consequences.

1. The Political Landscape of Early Austin: An in-depth analysis of political power structures and
influential figures among the Old Three Hundred.

1. Social Structures and Class Divisions in 19th Century Austin: Analyzing the hierarchical society
shaped by the Old Three Hundred.



1. Education and Cultural Institutions in Early Austin: An investigation of schools, churches, and
organizations established by the families.

1. The Economic Diversification of Austin: A look at the varied businesses and economic ventures
undertaken by the Old Three Hundred.

1. Gentrification and the Legacy of the Old Three Hundred: Examining the historical roots of
modern gentrification issues in Austin.

1. Preserving Austin's History: The Role of the Old Three Hundred: Discussing efforts to protect
and celebrate Austin's historical heritage.

1. The Untold Stories of Austin's Founding Families: Exploring the less prominent members of the
Old Three Hundred and their contributions.
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Welcome to Austin's Cattle Company. Our menu showcases our passion for grilling fresh, never frozen
steaks like our signature hand-seasoned, hand cut Prime Rib® and the "bone-in" Trail ...
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Austin's American Grill | A Restaurant in Northern Colorado
Austin’s American Grill is the quintessential taste of Colorado. With three great northern Colorado
locations—one in the heart of Old Town Fort Collins, another on Harmony Road in Fort Collins ...
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\USHR'S F | Bar - le C L2 . Dini
Upscale, casual, American cuisine, kid friendly, family friendly, gluten free menu, fresh food,
reservations, happy hour specials, appetizer specials, seasonal menu ...



Austin's at Serenbe
Austin's is a restaurant and cocktail bar with a luxurious ambiance reminiscent of 1920s cocktail
lounges in Paris and London, set in the vibrant Serenbe community.

Menu - Austin's Restaurants
We select our beef for marbling, grade and aging. Hand-cut in-house, seasoned with Austin’s 5-spice
blend and finished with our steak butter, our steaks are at their best when cooked to a ...

Austin's Restaurants
At Austin’s, we've been cooking the old fashioned way since 1994. We work hard preparing each dish
to order, smoking ribs, fileting fresh fish, hand cutting steaks and backing our fresh ...

Austin's Restaurant | Libertyville
Austin’s is home for community—however small or large, near or far—generation after generation.
Combining family favorites with local ingredients, experience homecoming comfort that'’s truly ...

Austin's Burritos
100% ALL-NATURAL MEX INSPIRED JUICES. HAND CRAFTED IN-HOUSE EACH DAY. Chicken, pork,
grilled steak, seafood, shellfish, and ground beef are cooked in this premises ...
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