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This ebook delves into the life and work of Dee Brown, author of the seminal non-fiction
work Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West. It explores
Brown's journey as a writer, his research process in crafting this impactful narrative, the
historical context surrounding the book's publication and its enduring legacy. The book
examines the critical reception, controversies, and the lasting influence Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee has had on shaping the understanding of Native American history and the
ongoing conversation surrounding colonialism, genocide, and cultural preservation in the
United States. The significance of this work lies in its ability to humanize the experiences of
Native Americans during a period of intense oppression and dispossession, giving voice to a
narrative long suppressed and misrepresented in mainstream historical accounts. This
ebook offers valuable insights into both the author and the enduring power of his
masterpiece.
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Introduction: Dee Brown's Life and Literary Journey

Dee Brown (1908-2002) was an American writer best known for his 1970 non-fiction book,
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West. Born in Indiana,
Brown's path to becoming a prominent author of Native American history was not a direct



one. He worked as a librarian, a salesman, and even spent time in the Civilian Conservation
Corps before discovering his passion for writing. His initial works were primarily fiction, but
his deep research into the history of Native American relations with the United States led
him to the monumental task of writing Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee. This book, a
culmination of years of meticulous research and a profound empathy for the Native
American perspective, would become his most enduring legacy.

Chapter 1: Researching and Writing Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

The creation of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee was a painstaking process. Brown spent
years immersed in archival research, poring over historical documents, government
records, and personal accounts from Native American individuals and communities. He
meticulously pieced together a narrative that challenged the dominant, often romanticized
and sanitized, version of westward expansion. Instead of focusing solely on the
perspectives of the white settlers, Brown centered the narrative on the experiences of
Native Americans, allowing their voices—often silenced or ignored—to take center stage.
This radical shift in perspective was a significant departure from traditional historical
accounts and proved revolutionary in its impact. His methodology involved extensive
research across various primary and secondary sources, aiming for a balanced and factual
account that highlighted the brutality and injustice inflicted upon Native American
populations. The book's structure, chronologically tracing the devastating impact of
westward expansion, underscores the continuous pattern of oppression and dispossession.

Chapter 2: The Historical Context of the Book's Publication (1970s America)

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee was published in 1970, a period of significant social and
political upheaval in the United States. The Civil Rights Movement, the anti-war movement,
and a growing awareness of social injustices created a fertile ground for Brown's book to
resonate with a wide audience. The book's publication coincided with a burgeoning interest
in Native American rights and the emergence of a powerful Native American rights
movement. This context amplified the book's impact, as readers were more receptive to its
message of historical injustice and the ongoing struggle for self-determination. The 1970s
saw a renewed focus on challenging the established narratives of American history, and
Brown's book perfectly fit this emerging zeitgeist. It provided a stark counter-narrative to
the celebratory mythologies of westward expansion that had long dominated American
historical discourse.

Chapter 3: Critical Reception and Controversies Surrounding the Book

The book's publication was met with both widespread acclaim and significant controversy.
While lauded by many for its unflinching portrayal of the atrocities committed against
Native Americans, it also faced criticism from some who challenged its interpretation of
events or its overall tone. Some historians argued for a more balanced account, while
others questioned the book's reliance on secondary sources. However, the book's immense
popularity and cultural impact far outweighed the critiques. The controversies surrounding
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee only served to amplify its message and keep it at the
forefront of the public conversation about Native American history. The debates sparked by
the book fueled further research and critical analysis, ultimately enriching the



understanding of this complex period in American history.

Chapter 4: The Enduring Legacy of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee continues to be a landmark work in American history,
influencing generations of readers, historians, and activists. It has become required reading
in many schools and universities, playing a crucial role in shaping contemporary
understandings of Native American history and the ongoing legacy of colonialism in the
United States. Its enduring significance lies not only in its meticulously researched account
but also in its emotional power. The book humanizes the victims of this historical tragedy,
allowing readers to connect with their suffering and their resilience. Its legacy is evident in
the ongoing efforts to address historical injustices, promote Native American self-
determination, and foster a more accurate and inclusive understanding of American history.

Chapter 5: Dee Brown's Other Works and their Themes

While Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee remains Brown's most famous work, he authored
several other books, exploring various aspects of American history and culture. His other
works often shared similar themes, focusing on underrepresented communities and
challenging dominant narratives. Analyzing these works illuminates his consistent
commitment to uncovering forgotten stories and promoting a more nuanced understanding
of the past. Examining his other writings provides a richer perspective on his literary style,
his research methods, and the overall scope of his historical contributions beyond his
magnum opus.

Chapter 6: The Book's Impact on Native American Studies and Public Awareness

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee had a profound and lasting impact on Native American
Studies, significantly shaping the field's direction and influencing research methodologies.
The book's emphasis on the Native American perspective spurred a wave of scholarly work
that centered Native voices and experiences. It helped to establish Native American Studies
as a vital area of academic inquiry and contributed to a more inclusive and representative
understanding of American history. Its impact extended beyond academia, significantly
increasing public awareness of Native American history and fostering greater empathy and
understanding among non-Native Americans.

Conclusion: Dee Brown's Contribution to American History and Literature

Dee Brown's contribution to American history and literature is immeasurable. Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee stands as a testament to the power of historical research and
storytelling to effect social change. His commitment to uncovering and presenting the
often-ignored perspectives of Native Americans has reshaped the way we understand this
crucial period in American history. His legacy is one of promoting historical accuracy, social
justice, and fostering a more inclusive and empathetic understanding of the past. His work
continues to inspire activism and scholarship, ensuring that the stories of Native Americans
remain at the forefront of the national conversation.



FAQs

1. What makes Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee so significant? It centers the narrative
on the experiences of Native Americans, challenging the dominant, often biased,
historical accounts of westward expansion.

1. What was Dee Brown's research process like? He conducted extensive archival
research, using primary and secondary sources to create a comprehensive and
relatively balanced account.

1. What controversies surrounded the book's publication? Some historians critiqued its
interpretation of events or its tone, while others debated its reliance on secondary
sources.

1. How did the book impact Native American Studies? It spurred a wave of scholarly work
that centered Native voices and experiences, significantly shaping the field.

1. What was the historical context of the book's publication in 19707 The book resonated
strongly with the social and political climate of the 1970s, characterized by social
movements challenging established narratives.

1. What are some of Dee Brown's other notable works? While less known than Bury My
Heart at Wounded Knee, his other books explore similar themes of underrepresented
communities and challenge dominant narratives.

1. How has Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee influenced public awareness? It significantly
increased public understanding of Native American history and fostered greater
empathy.

1. What is the enduring legacy of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee? It remains a
landmark work, shaping contemporary understandings of Native American history and



the ongoing legacy of colonialism.

1. Why is understanding Dee Brown's life important to understanding his work? His
personal journey and experiences influenced his approach to researching and writing
about Native American history.
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1. The Historical Accuracy of Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: A critical analysis of the
book's sources and interpretations.

2. Dee Brown's Literary Style and Techniques: An examination of his narrative approach
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8. Critical Responses to Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee over Time: Tracing the
evolution of scholarly and public opinion on the book.

9. Dee Brown's Legacy Beyond Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: Exploring his other
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Author - Wikioedi
In legal discourse, an author is the creator of an original work that has been published,
whether that work exists in written, graphic, visual, or recorded form. [1] . The act of
creating such a work is ...

AUTHOR | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
AUTHOR definition: 1. the writer of a book, article, play, etc.: 2. a person who begins or
creates something: 3. to.... Learn more.

\uthor | Writing, Fiction, F | Britanni

May 25, 2025 - Author, one who is the source of some form of intellectual or creative work;
especially, one who composes a book, article, poem, play, or other literary work intended
for ...

AUTHOR Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com

Author definition: a person who writes a novel, poem, essay, etc.; the composer of a literary
work, as distinguished from a compiler, translator, editor, or copyist.. See examples of
AUTHOR used in ...

What does author mean? - Definitions.net

An author is an individual who writes or creates a literary work, such as a book, novel,
poem, or play. They are responsible for the content and structure of their written creations,
using their own ...

What does an author do? - CareerExplorer

What is an Author? An author creates and publishes written work, such as books, articles,
poems, or stories. They come up with ideas, plan what they want to say, and write it down
in a way that ...

: fnition & N am-Wel
The meaning of AUTHOR is the writer of a literary work (such as a book). How to use author
in a sentence.

Author - Wikioedi
In legal discourse, an author is the creator of an original work that has been published,
whether that work exists in written, graphic, visual, or recorded form. [1] . The act of
creating such a ...

AUTHOR | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
AUTHOR definition: 1. the writer of a book, article, play, etc.: 2. a person who begins or
creates something: 3. to.... Learn more.

\uthor | Writing, Fiction, F | Britanni

May 25, 2025 - Author, one who is the source of some form of intellectual or creative work;
especially, one who composes a book, article, poem, play, or other literary work intended
for ...

AUTHOR Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com

Author definition: a person who writes a novel, poem, essay, etc.; the composer of a literary
work, as distinguished from a compiler, translator, editor, or copyist.. See examples of
AUTHOR ...



What does author mean? - Definitions.net

An author is an individual who writes or creates a literary work, such as a book, novel,
poem, or play. They are responsible for the content and structure of their written creations,
using their ...

What does an author do? - CareerExplorer

What is an Author? An author creates and publishes written work, such as books, articles,
poems, or stories. They come up with ideas, plan what they want to say, and write it down
inaway ...
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