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Book Concept: Auto Club Raceway at Pomona: A
Century of Speed

Book Title: Auto Club Raceway at Pomona: A Century of Speed — Icons,
Innovations, and the Roar of the Crowd

Concept: This book transcends a simple photo album. It weaves a compelling
narrative around the history of Auto Club Raceway at Pomona, using stunning
photography as a powerful visual storytelling device. The story unfolds
chronologically, starting from the track's humble beginnings to its current
status as a drag racing mecca. It profiles legendary drivers, pivotal moments
in drag racing history that unfolded at Pomona, the evolution of the cars
themselves, and the vibrant culture surrounding the sport. The book will also
touch upon the track's economic impact on the Pomona Valley and its role in
the wider landscape of American motorsports.

Ebook Description:

Ever felt the adrenaline surge of a thousand horsepower roaring past? Ever
wished you could relive the electrifying moments of drag racing history? For
motorsports enthusiasts, the absence of a comprehensive visual and historical
record of Auto Club Raceway at Pomona is a frustrating gap in knowledge.
Finding reliable information, especially with stunning imagery, can be a
challenge.

"Auto Club Raceway at Pomona: A Century of Speed" solves this problem. This
captivating ebook takes you on a breathtaking journey through the legendary
track's history, from its early days to the modern era.

Author: [Your Name/Pen Name]
Contents:

Introduction: A captivating overview of Auto Club Raceway at Pomona's
significance in drag racing history.

Chapter 1: The Genesis of Speed: The track's inception, early races, and the
establishment of its iconic status.

Chapter 2: Legends of the Strip: Profiles of legendary drivers who made their
mark at Pomona, showcasing their achievements and contributions.

Chapter 3: Technological Evolution: The progression of drag racing
technology, illustrated through stunning photos of cars from different eras.
Chapter 4: The Pomona Culture: A look at the unique atmosphere, fans, and
community that surrounds the track.

Chapter 5: The NHRA's Pomona Influence: The track's vital role within the



NHRA and its impact on the sport's growth.

Chapter 6: Modern Pomona: The track today, its ongoing legacy, and its
future.

Conclusion: A reflection on the enduring legacy of Auto Club Raceway at
Pomona and its place in American motorsport history.
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- Article

Introduction: A Legacy Forged in Speed

The roar of powerful engines, the smell of burning rubber, the thrill of
neck-and-neck competition — Auto Club Raceway at Pomona embodies the essence
of drag racing. This iconic track, nestled in the heart of Southern
California, has been a pivotal location in the sport's history for over six
decades, witnessing incredible feats of engineering, unforgettable driver
performances, and the evolution of a vibrant racing culture. This
comprehensive exploration will delve into the rich tapestry of Auto Club
Raceway at Pomona, highlighting key moments, influential figures, and the
enduring legacy that continues to captivate audiences worldwide.

Chapter 1: The Genesis of Speed — Planting the Seeds of a Legend (1961-1970s)

The story of Auto Club Raceway at Pomona begins in the early 1960s when the
need for a dedicated drag strip in the burgeoning Southern California racing
scene was felt acutely. The initial track, unlike the modern facility, was
considerably smaller and less sophisticated. The opening years saw a surge in
popularity, attracting both local racers and national stars. This period
witnessed the establishment of foundational rules and regulations that shaped
the sport's future. Early photos reveal rudimentary infrastructure and
smaller crowds but also capture the raw energy and passion that defined the
early days. The early 70s saw significant growth as the sport began to gain
mainstream attention, leading to track improvements and increased spectator
numbers. The evolution from a relatively simple strip to a well-established
racing venue during this period is crucial to understanding its development.

Chapter 2: Legends of the Strip — The Titans of Drag Racing at Pomona
(1970s-1990s)

Pomona became a proving ground for some of drag racing's most legendary
figures. This chapter will profile the drivers who etched their names into
the track's history, highlighting their remarkable achievements and pivotal
moments. Each driver's story will be accompanied by compelling imagery,
capturing them behind the wheel of their powerful machines, celebrating
victories, and enduring the high-stakes competition. We'll explore the



rivalries, the triumphs, and the tragedies that unfolded under the California
sun, showcasing the human side of these icons. This section will feature
prominent names like Don Prudhomme, Kenny Bernstein, and John Force—names
synonymous with Pomona's legacy.

Chapter 3: Technological Evolution — The Constant Pursuit of Speed (1960s-
Present)

Drag racing is a constant arms race, a relentless pursuit of greater speed
and efficiency. This chapter will examine the evolution of drag racing
technology as seen through the lens of Pomona’s races. Stunning visuals will
showcase the transformation of cars, from the early, less-sophisticated
machines to the highly engineered, technologically advanced nitro-fueled Top
Fuel dragsters and Funny Cars of today. We will investigate the progression
of engine technology, chassis design, aerodynamics, and safety features,
illustrating how Pomona's races served as a testing ground and showcase for
these advancements. The changes are dramatic, reflecting not only technical
progress but also the ever-increasing demand for safety and performance.

Chapter 4: The Pomona Culture — More Than Just a Race (1960s-Present)

Auto Club Raceway at Pomona is more than just a track; it's a vibrant
community built around the shared passion for drag racing. This section
delves into the unique atmosphere, examining the traditions, rituals, and the
passionate fans who make Pomona such a special place. The energy of the
crowds, the anticipation before each race, and the post-race celebrations —
these elements will be captured through photos and anecdotes, showcasing the
rich cultural landscape that surrounds the sport. This will also explore the
economic impact the track has had on the Pomona Valley, the businesses that
support it and the local community's relationship with the sport.

Chapter 5: The NHRA's Pomona Influence — Shaping the National Scene

The National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) has a deep and inextricable
relationship with Auto Club Raceway at Pomona. This chapter examines the
track's crucial role in the NHRA's growth and development. The role Pomona
plays as a central location for NHRA events, its influence on rule changes,
and its place as a proving ground for the sport's highest levels of
competition will be thoroughly explored. The impact of the NHRA’s events on
the local community and the national racing scene will be analyzed,
emphasizing Pomona's importance within the larger organization and the
overall sport.

Chapter 6: Modern Pomona — A Continuing Legacy of Speed (2000s-Present)

This section brings the narrative into the present day, showcasing the
track's continued relevance and its ongoing contributions to the world of
drag racing. Modern upgrades, safety enhancements, and the continued
evolution of the sport will be highlighted with current photography,
illustrating how Pomona has adapted while retaining its character and charm.
The enduring popularity of the races, the draw for top racers, and the



planning for the future of the track will be discussed, emphasizing the
bright future of this iconic venue.

Conclusion: The Enduring Roar

Auto Club Raceway at Pomona represents more than just a track; it embodies
the spirit of competition, innovation, and the enduring fascination with
speed. From its humble beginnings to its current status as a drag racing
mecca, Pomona's story is a testament to the passion of the drivers, the
dedication of the crews, and the unwavering enthusiasm of the fans. This book
serves as a tribute to this incredible legacy, preserving its history for
generations to come and capturing the thrill of a sport that has captivated
millions worldwide.

FAQs:

1. What makes Auto Club Raceway at Pomona unique? Its long history, its
association with the NHRA, and its consistently high-quality racing.

2. Who are some of the most famous drivers who have raced at Pomona? Don
Prudhomme, Kenny Bernstein, John Force, and many more.

3. How has the technology of drag racing cars changed over the years?
Dramatically, from simple machines to highly sophisticated,
technologically advanced vehicles.

4. What is the atmosphere like at a race at Pomona? Energetic, exciting,
and full of passionate fans.

5. What is the economic impact of Auto Club Raceway at Pomona on the local
community? Substantial, providing jobs and attracting visitors.

6. What is the future of Auto Club Raceway at Pomona? It continues to
thrive as a major drag racing venue.

7. Where can I find more information about the NHRA? Their official
website.

8. Are there different classes of racing at Pomona? Yes, various classes
compete, from Top Fuel dragsters to Funny Cars and more.

9. Can I attend a race at Pomona? Yes, check the NHRA website for schedules
and tickets.



Related Articles:

1. The Evolution of Top Fuel Dragsters at Pomona: A detailed look at the
technological advancements in Top Fuel dragsters throughout the years at
Pomona.

2. John Force's Pomona Dominance: A profile of John Force's incredible
success at Auto Club Raceway at Pomona.

3. The Impact of Safety Innovations at Pomona: An examination of how safety
technology has evolved at Pomona to protect drivers and spectators.

4. The Economic Impact of NHRA Events in Pomona: A study of the economic
benefits of NHRA events on the Pomona community.

5. The History of the Winternationals at Pomona: A deep dive into the
history and significance of the Winternationals at Pomona.

6. Legendary Rivalries at Auto Club Raceway at Pomona: A look at some of
the most memorable rivalries in drag racing history that played out at
Pomona.

7. The Pomona Fans: A Culture of Speed and Passion: A photographic essay
showcasing the dedication and passion of drag racing fans at Pomona.

8. The Future of Drag Racing at Auto Club Raceway at Pomona: A discussion
on the track's future and its plans for continued success.

9. Behind the Scenes at Auto Club Raceway at Pomona: A look at the work
that goes into preparing the track and hosting an NHRA event.
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