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Ebook Description: Back in Black AC/DC Tabs

This ebook, "Back in Black AC/DC Tabs," provides a comprehensive collection of guitar tabs for
every song on AC/DC's iconic album, Back in Black. This legendary album, renowned for its raw
energy, powerful riffs, and timeless anthems, holds a significant place in rock history. Learning to
play these songs allows guitarists of all skill levels to connect with a musical masterpiece, improve
their technique, and experience the thrill of performing classic rock anthems. The tabs are
meticulously transcribed for accuracy, catering to both beginners looking to learn fundamental
techniques and experienced players seeking to master the nuances of Angus Young's distinctive
style. The ebook also includes valuable insights into the songs' structures, chord progressions, and
rhythmic complexities, enhancing the learning experience and providing a deeper understanding of
this seminal work. Whether you're a seasoned musician or just starting your guitar journey, this
ebook is an invaluable resource for exploring the legendary sounds of AC/DC.

Ebook Name & Outline: Mastering the Thunder: A
Guitarist's Guide to Back in Black

Contents:

Introduction: A brief history of Back in Black, its impact on music, and an overview of the ebook's
contents.
Chapter 1: "Hells Bells" - Deconstructing the Iconic Riff: Detailed tab transcription, analysis of
techniques (e.g., vibrato, bending), and rhythmic considerations.
Chapter 2: "Shoot to Thrill" - Mastering the Power Chords and Rhythm: Tab transcription, focus on
power chord voicings, palm-muting, and driving rhythm.
Chapter 3: "What Do You Do for Money, Honey" - Exploring Blues-Rock Influences: Tab
transcription, analysis of blues scales, bends, and phrasing.
Chapter 4: "Given the Dog a Bone" - Advanced Techniques and Soloing: Tab transcription, focus on
legato techniques, string skipping, and improvisation over blues-based changes.
Chapter 5: "Back in Black" - The Title Track Deconstructed: Tab transcription, analysis of the main
riff, the verse progression, and the solo.
Chapter 6: "You Shook Me All Night Long" - Syncopation and Groove: Tab transcription, emphasis on
rhythmic feel, syncopation, and creating a dynamic performance.
Chapter 7: "Have a Drink on Me" - Simple but Effective Riffs: Tab transcription, focusing on basic
chord progressions and simple but catchy riffs.
Chapter 8: "Shake a Leg" - Energetic Riffs and Soloing: Tab transcription, analysis of fast picking
techniques and solo improvisation.
Chapter 9: "Rock and Roll Ain't Noise Pollution" - Power Chords and Raw Energy: Tab transcription,
focusing on pure power chord playing and aggressive energy.
Chapter 10: "Let Me Put My Love Into You" - Melodic and Harmonious Elements: Tab transcription,
highlighting melodic phrasing and harmonic progressions.
Chapter 11: "Jailbreak" - A Classic AC/DC Anthem: Tab transcription, focusing on the riff and its
rhythmic nuances.



Conclusion: Recap of key techniques learned, encouragement for continued practice, and
suggestions for further exploration of AC/DC’s music.

Article: Mastering the Thunder: A Guitarist's Guide to
Back in Black

Introduction: The Enduring Legacy of Back in Black

AC/DC's Back in Black, released in 1980, isn't just an album; it's a cultural phenomenon. Selling over
50 million copies worldwide, it stands as one of the best-selling albums of all time, a testament to its
raw power, infectious energy, and timeless appeal. The album’s success is largely attributed to
Angus Young’s blistering guitar work, characterized by powerful riffs, distinctive phrasing, and
blues-rock influences. This ebook, "Mastering the Thunder: A Guitarist's Guide to Back in Black,"
provides a detailed journey through the album's musical landscape, offering tablatures and analysis
for each song. It's designed to equip guitarists of all skill levels with the tools to master the iconic
sounds of AC/DC.

Chapter 1: "Hells Bells" - Deconstructing the Iconic Riff

The album opens with the instantly recognizable "Hells Bells," a track that exemplifies AC/DC's
signature sound. The main riff is built around a simple but powerful combination of power chords
and open strings. This chapter will provide a detailed tab transcription, highlighting the use of
vibrato, bending, and precise timing to achieve the song's signature sound. We'll also analyze the
rhythmic intricacies, particularly the interplay between the driving rhythm guitar and the lead
guitar's embellishments. The analysis will explain the techniques behind creating the heavy,
distorted sound characteristic of the song.

Chapter 2: "Shoot to Thrill" - Mastering Power Chords and
Rhythm

"Shoot to Thrill" is a high-energy anthem that showcases Angus Young's mastery of power chords.
This chapter will delve into the techniques involved in playing powerful and precise power chords,
focusing on palm-muting to achieve a tight, controlled sound. We'll also explore the song’s rhythmic
structure, analyzing the interplay between the driving rhythm guitar and the more melodic lead
lines. Furthermore, we'll examine how variations in strumming patterns contribute to the song's
dynamism.

Chapter 3: "What Do You Do for Money, Honey" - Exploring
Blues-Rock Influences

"What Do You Do for Money, Honey" is a prime example of AC/DC's blues-rock roots. This chapter
will dissect the song's blues scales, focusing on the use of bends, vibrato, and phrasing to create a
soulful and expressive sound. We'll analyze the song's structure and progression, showing how blues
elements are seamlessly integrated into the hard rock framework. Understanding the blues
foundation of this track is key to unlocking its emotional depth.



Chapter 4: "Given the Dog a Bone" - Advanced Techniques and
Soloing

"Given the Dog a Bone" presents a more challenging proposition, showcasing advanced techniques
such as legato, string skipping, and fast alternate picking. This chapter will provide detailed tab
transcriptions, specifically addressing these advanced techniques. We'll also analyze Angus Young's
solo, breaking down its phrasing, melodic ideas, and improvisational approach. This chapter aims to
push your technical skills to the next level.

Chapter 5: "Back in Black" - The Title Track Deconstructed

The title track, "Back in Black," is a quintessential AC/DC anthem. This chapter will provide a
comprehensive analysis of the main riff, its variations, and its contribution to the song's overall
structure. We'll examine the verse progression, the chorus's power, and the powerful solo. The focus
here is on understanding the interplay between the various sections and how they contribute to the
song's overall impact.

Chapter 6: "You Shook Me All Night Long" - Syncopation and
Groove

"You Shook Me All Night Long" is characterized by its infectious groove and syncopated rhythms.
This chapter will focus on achieving the song's distinctive rhythmic feel, emphasizing the importance
of timing, syncopation, and creating a dynamic performance. We'll explore the interplay between the
rhythm guitar and the bassline, demonstrating how they lock together to create the song's hypnotic
groove.

Chapter 7: "Have a Drink on Me" - Simple but Effective Riffs

While some songs are technically demanding, "Have a Drink on Me" demonstrates the power of
simplicity. This chapter analyzes the song’s straightforward chord progressions and catchy riffs. It
emphasizes the importance of clean execution and a strong rhythmic foundation, showing how even
seemingly simple riffs can be highly effective when played with precision and feeling.

Chapter 8: "Shake a Leg" - Energetic Riffs and Soloing

"Shake a Leg" is another high-octane track with fast picking techniques and energetic solos. This
chapter will analyze these techniques, offering strategies for improving speed and accuracy. We'll
dissect the solo, highlighting techniques such as string skipping and legato, to help you emulate
Angus Young’s signature style.

Chapter 9: "Rock and Roll Ain't Noise Pollution" - Power
Chords and Raw Energy

This chapter focuses on the raw power of “Rock and Roll Ain't Noise Pollution,” emphasizing the



pure power chord playing that drives the song. We'll explore ways to maximize the aggressive
energy and create a powerful performance that captures the song’s raw essence.

Chapter 10: "Let Me Put My Love Into You" - Melodic and
Harmonious Elements

"Let Me Put My Love Into You" introduces more melodic and harmonious elements compared to the
album's heavier tracks. This chapter analyzes these elements, highlighting the interplay between the
rhythm guitar and vocals, and exploring the song's harmonic progressions.

Chapter 11: "Jailbreak" - A Classic AC/DC Anthem

Concluding with another classic, "Jailbreak," this chapter analyzes its iconic riff and rhythmic
nuances. The focus here will be on the precision and timing necessary to capture the song's
relentless energy and driving feel.

Conclusion: Continuing the Thunder

Mastering these songs requires dedication and practice. This ebook has provided the tools; now it's
up to you to put in the work. Remember to focus on rhythm, timing, and developing your own unique
style while paying attention to the details that make AC/DC's music so distinctive. Keep practicing,
and soon you'll be rocking out to the thunder of Back in Black yourself!

FAQs

What skill level is this ebook suitable for? This ebook is suitable for intermediate to advanced1.
guitarists. Beginners might find some sections challenging but can still learn valuable
techniques.

Are the tabs in standard notation or tablature? The tabs are primarily in tablature (tab) format,1.
which is widely accessible to guitarists.

Does the ebook include audio examples? No, this ebook focuses on providing accurate tabs and1.
detailed analysis. Audio examples can be easily found online.

How accurate are the tab transcriptions? The tabs have been meticulously created for1.
accuracy, but slight variations might exist depending on individual interpretations.



What software is needed to use this ebook? No special software is required; you can print the1.
ebook or read it on any device capable of displaying PDF files.

Can I use this ebook for live performance? Absolutely! The accurate tabs and detailed analysis1.
will aid in creating confident and impactful live performances.

What if I have trouble with a particular section? The ebook provides detailed explanations to1.
guide you through each section, but online resources and guitar teachers can offer further
assistance.

Is this ebook only for electric guitarists? While the focus is on electric guitar, many techniques1.
can be adapted for acoustic guitar.

Where can I get further help if I need it? Online guitar communities and forums are great1.
resources for additional support and discussion.

Related Articles

AC/DC's Back in Black: A Deep Dive into the Album's Creation: An exploration of the album's1.
recording process, its influences, and the circumstances surrounding its release.

Angus Young's Guitar Techniques: A Masterclass: A detailed analysis of Angus Young's playing1.
style, including his signature techniques and gear.

Mastering Power Chords: A Beginner's Guide: A tutorial on effectively playing power chords,1.
covering various voicings and techniques.



The Blues-Rock Foundation of AC/DC: Exploring the blues influences evident throughout1.
AC/DC's catalog, including Back in Black.

Improving Guitar Rhythm: Techniques for Tight Playing: A guide to improving rhythmic1.
accuracy and precision on the guitar.

Guitar Soloing Techniques: From Beginner to Advanced: A comprehensive guide to various1.
soloing techniques, including scales, modes, and improvisational approaches.

Understanding Guitar Tablature: A Complete Guide: A tutorial on reading and understanding1.
guitar tablature, covering the basics and advanced concepts.

Top 10 AC/DC Riffs to Learn on Guitar: A selection of some of the most iconic AC/DC riffs,1.
perfect for guitarists of all levels.

How to Play the "Hells Bells" Riff: A Step-by-Step Guide: A focused tutorial on learning the1.
opening riff of "Hells Bells," including detailed instructions and tips.
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Back pain diagnosis and treatment - Mayo Clinic Health System
Aug 8, 2023 · Back pain is a common complaint. Get tips to manage your pain, and know when to see



your healthcare provider.

8 common back pain myths - Mayo Clinic Health System
Jul 28, 2023 · Are you feeling confused about back pain causes and the best remedies? We’ve
debunked eight common back pain …
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pain, which helps determine the best treatment plan. Medical and Family History Your …
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May 21, 2025 · Treatment of Spinal Stenosis Doctors treat spinal stenosis with different options such
as nonsurgical treatments, medications, and surgical treatments. Nonsurgical Treatments …

9 questions to ask your spine surgeon - Mayo Clinic Health System
Jun 8, 2022 · Get all your questions answered before surgery, including these nine common
questions for your spine surgeon.

What to know about tonsil stones - Mayo Clinic Health System
May 20, 2024 · Your tonsils are oval-shaped pads of tissue in the back of your throat, one on each
side. They work as part of your body's immune system to filter bacteria and viruses. Tonsils …

Osteoporosis Causes, Risk Factors, & Symptoms | NIAMS
Osteoporosis is a bone disease that develops when bone mineral density and bone mass decreases,
or when the structure and strength of bone changes. This can lead to a decrease …
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