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Book Concept: Ben Aaronovitch's Rivers of London: The
Serpent's Coil (Working Title)

Logline: A forgotten prophecy threatens to unleash a primordial chaos upon London, and only Peter
Grant, now a seasoned river-witch, and his eccentric colleagues can stop it, even as the very fabric
of magic begins to fray.

Ebook Description:

London is drowning. Not in water, but in magic...gone wrong. Are you tired of predictable urban
fantasy? Do you crave a blend of thrilling mystery, captivating folklore, and richly detailed world-
building? Then prepare to dive headfirst into a new adventure with the beloved Peter Grant.

For years, Peter has navigated the treacherous currents of London's magical underworld. But this
time, something far older and more sinister lurks beneath the surface. A prophecy, whispered for
centuries, is on the verge of fulfillment, threatening to unravel the delicate balance between the
mundane and the magical.

This is Rivers of London: The Serpent's Coil, and it will immerse you in the vibrant, dangerous world
that Ben Aaronovitch has crafted.

Inside, you'll discover:

Introduction: A captivating glimpse into the history and mythology behind the unfolding crisis.
Chapter 1: Whispers from the Past: Unraveling the ancient prophecy and its unsettling implications
for modern London.

Chapter 2: The Shifting Sands: Exploring the unexpected changes in the magical landscape and the
threats they pose.

Chapter 3: Alliances & Betrayals: Witnessing Peter's alliances forged and tested in the face of
unimaginable danger.

Chapter 4: The Serpent's Heart: A thrilling confrontation with a powerful ancient entity at the heart
of the conspiracy.

Chapter 5: Tides of Change: Peter and his allies make their final stand, facing an epic struggle to
save the city.

Conclusion: A satisfying resolution that leaves the door open for future adventures.

Article: Delving into Rivers of London: The Serpent's



Coil

Introduction: A New Chapter in London's Magical Underworld

Ben Aaronovitch's Rivers of London series has captivated readers with its unique blend of urban
fantasy, police procedural, and rich British folklore. The Serpent's Coil promises to continue this
winning formula, introducing a compelling new threat that pushes Peter Grant and his colleagues to
their limits. This article will delve deeper into the potential storyline elements hinted at in the book's
concept, exploring each chapter and its contribution to the overall narrative.

Chapter 1: Whispers from the Past - Unearthing London's Forgotten Lore

This chapter will establish the central conflict: a forgotten prophecy linked to an ancient entity,
perhaps a powerful river spirit or a forgotten god, connected to the very founding of London. The
prophecy might foretell a catastrophic event, perhaps a disruption of the magical balance or a
physical cataclysm that will consume London. The discovery of the prophecy, perhaps through an
ancient text or a cryptic message from a dying river witch, will kickstart the investigation, setting
the stage for the unfolding drama. This chapter establishes the mystery and the stakes. The research
might lead Peter and his colleagues to forgotten archives, hidden temples beneath the city, or even
into the murky depths of the Thames itself. Key elements could include:

The Unveiling of the Prophecy: Details of the prophecy itself - its wording, its origins, and any
previous attempts to interpret or prevent it.

The Ancient Entity: Introduction of the antagonist - a creature of immense power and age, tied to
the river, London's history, or a specific magical artifact.

Initial Clues and Suspects: The investigation begins, and initial leads point toward different suspects
- perhaps rogue magicians, ancient societies, or even unexpected players within the Metropolitan
Police.

Chapter 2: The Shifting Sands - A Changing Magical Landscape

This chapter explores the tangible effects of the prophecy's looming fulfillment. The magical
landscape of London begins to subtly, then drastically, change. Familiar magical locations might
shift or disappear, new magical creatures emerge, and the balance of power within London's magical
community is destabilized. This could include:

Environmental Changes: The Thames might behave erratically, magical ley lines might become
unstable, or even the very fabric of reality could fray at the edges.

Emergence of New Creatures: Ancient, forgotten creatures tied to the prophecy could awaken or
manifest, adding to the escalating threat.

Political Intrigue: The magical community reacts in various ways to the unfolding crisis, leading to
conflicts of interest, hidden agendas, and shifting alliances. This could involve the Faceless Ones,
the Knights Templar, or other magical factions.

Chapter 3: Alliances & Betrayals - Navigating a Treacherous Web of Trust



This chapter centers on Peter Grant's interactions with his allies and enemies. As the threat
intensifies, relationships are tested, and unexpected betrayals occur. The chapter should showcase
Peter's growth as a river-witch and his ability to navigate complex social and magical dynamics. Key
elements include:

Strengthening existing bonds: Peter’s relationship with Nightingale, his mentor, will deepen and be
tested. His relationship with Lesley, his girlfriend, might be affected by the dangers.

Forming new alliances: Peter might be forced to make uneasy alliances with unlikely partners—
perhaps other magical entities, individuals from rival factions or even unexpected human allies.
Betrayals and double-crosses: Suspects will emerge and disappear, and Peter and his colleagues will
have to contend with deception and hidden motives within their own circle.

Chapter 4: The Serpent's Heart - Confronting the Ancient Evil

This chapter constitutes the climax of the story. Peter and his allies must confront the ancient entity
at the heart of the prophecy - the Serpent. This could involve a dangerous journey into the hidden
depths of London, a confrontation in a forgotten magical realm, or a battle fought within the city
itself. Key elements:

The Final Showdown: A dramatic confrontation with the Serpent, showcasing Peter’s magical skills
and strategic thinking. This could include a powerful, unique magic system showdown with
supernatural elements.

Sacrifices and Losses: The battle will likely result in sacrifices and losses among Peter's allies,
raising the stakes and adding emotional weight to the narrative.

Unforeseen Consequences: The battle might have unintended consequences, further altering the
magical landscape or leading to new challenges.

Chapter 5: Tides of Change - The Aftermath and New Beginnings

The final chapter resolves the central conflict, but it also sets the stage for future adventures. The
magical landscape has changed, and London is left to grapple with the aftermath of the Serpent’s
influence. This section includes:

The Resolution: The Serpent's threat is neutralized, but the world is not the same. The magic system
might be fundamentally altered.

New Mysteries and Threats: The resolution reveals hints of new mysteries and threats, preparing for
potential sequel plot lines.

Personal Growth: Peter and his colleagues have been changed by their experiences, leaving room for
character arcs and future development.

Conclusion: Looking Ahead to Future Adventures

Rivers of London: The Serpent’s Coil promises a thrilling and engaging story, continuing Ben
Aaronovitch's tradition of blending urban fantasy, police procedural, and British folklore. The
conclusion leaves a powerful feeling of resolution, but importantly, the possibility of future
adventures remains tantalizingly open.



FAQs:

1. Is this book suitable for new readers of the series? Yes, while it builds upon the established
world, the story is accessible to newcomers.

2. Will Peter Grant's character evolve further? Absolutely, this book promises significant
character development for Peter and other characters.

3. What kind of magic system is used? It will utilize and build upon Aaronovitch’s unique brand of
magic system.

4. How does this book fit within the larger series storyline? It expands upon existing elements
while adding new and significant plot points.

5. What are the main themes of the book? Themes include facing the unknown, the power of
friendship and loyalty, and confronting ancient evils.

6. Will there be a romantic subplot? Yes, relationships and romantic elements will play a crucial
role in the narrative.

7. What type of villain will be encountered? An ancient, powerful being connected to the very
origins of London itself.

8. Where does the story take place? Primarily in London, with possible excursions to other
magical locations.

9. When can we expect this book? This is a fictional book concept based on a prompt.

Related Articles:

1. The Magic of London: A Deep Dive into Aaronovitch's World-Building: Exploring the unique
magical systems and folklore integrated into the Rivers of London series.

2. Peter Grant's Character Arc: From Rookie Constable to River Witch: Analyzing Peter's
evolution and growth throughout the series.

3. The Importance of Folklore in Rivers of London: Examining how British folklore shapes the
setting and mythology of the series.

4. The Thames as a Character: The River's Role in Aaronovitch's Urban Fantasy: Exploring the

Thames's significance as a magical entity and its influence on Peter's life and powers.



5. Magical Creatures of London: A Compendium of the Supernatural: A comprehensive guide to
the creatures of London in Aaronovitch's works.

6. The Faceless Ones: Unmasking London's Shadowy Magical Society: An in-depth exploration of
this mysterious organization and its role in the series.

7. Nightingale: Mentor, Mystery, and Magic: Examining the enigmatic character of Nightingale
and his impact on Peter Grant.

8. The History of Magic in London: A Timeline of Supernatural Events: A historical overview of
magic's influence on London, as depicted in the Rivers of London series.

9. Predicting the Future: Analyzing Prophecies and Fate in Rivers of London: Exploring how
prophecies and the concept of destiny shape events in the series.
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