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Ebook Description: Ben Franklin's Remarks Concerning the
Savages of North America

This ebook delves into Benjamin Franklin's often-overlooked and controversial writings regarding Native
Americans, specifically his "Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America." It explores the historical
context of Franklin's observations, analyzing his perspectives on Native American culture, society, and
political systems through the lens of 18th-century colonial attitudes. The book moves beyond a simple
reproduction of the text, critically examining Franklin's biases, the inaccuracies in his portrayal, and the
lasting impact of his writings on perceptions of Indigenous peoples. It considers the significance of
Franklin's work within the broader discourse on colonialism, race, and the complexities of intercultural
relations in early America. By providing a nuanced analysis of Franklin's observations, this ebook aims to
foster a deeper understanding of both Franklin's legacy and the historical mistreatment of Native
Anmericans. The book is essential reading for anyone interested in early American history, colonial relations,

and the ongoing struggle for Indigenous rights and recognition.

Ebook Title: Unmasking Franklin: A Critical Examination of
"Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America"

Outline:

Introduction: Contextualizing Franklin's "Remarks” within the broader historical landscape of 18th-century
colonial America.

Chapter 1: Franklin's Life and Times: Exploring Franklin's personal experiences and the socio-political
climate that shaped his views on Native Americans.

Chapter 2: Analyzing the "Remarks": A detailed examination of Franklin's key arguments, observations,
and biases presented in the text.

Chapter 3: Native American Realities: Contrasting Franklin's portrayal with contemporary historical
accounts and anthropological understanding of Indigenous societies.

Chapter 4: The Legacy of "Remarks": Assessing the long-term influence of Franklin's writings on public
perception and policies toward Native Americans.

Chapter 5: Modern Interpretations: Examining how modern scholars and Indigenous communities interpret
and respond to Franklin's "Remarks."

Conclusion: Synthesizing the findings and reflecting on the enduring relevance of Franklin's work in

understanding the history of colonialism and its continuing impact.



Article: Unmasking Franklin: A Critical Examination of
"Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America"

Introduction: Contextualizing Franklin's "Remarks” within the 18th-Century Colonial Landscape

Benjamin Franklin's "Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America," written around 1784, offers a
glimpse into the prevailing attitudes toward Native Americans during the late colonial period.
Understanding the historical context is crucial to interpreting Franklin's words, which often reflect the
biases and prejudices inherent in 18th-century colonial thought. This era was characterized by intense
competition for land and resources between European colonists and Indigenous populations, leading to
conflicts, displacement, and the systematic erosion of Native sovereignty. Franklin himself, while a figure
of enlightenment ideals, was not immune to the prevailing racist ideologies of his time. His "Remarks,"
therefore, should not be viewed as an objective anthropological study but rather as a reflection of the

complexities of colonial encounters and the limitations of his perspective.
Chapter 1: Franklin's Life and Times: Shaping Perceptions of Native Americans

Franklin's life and experiences significantly influenced his views. He engaged directly with Indigenous
communities through his involvement in colonial politics and diplomacy. While his interactions may have
provided some insights, they were also filtered through the lens of colonial interests and assumptions of
European superiority. His participation in negotiations, land deals, and military campaigns shaped his
understanding—or misunderstanding—of Native American societies. Franklin's ambition to promote
colonial expansion and his belief in the inherent superiority of European civilization often overshadowed
any appreciation for Indigenous cultures. Understanding this background is essential to critically engaging

with his "Remarks."
Chapter 2: Analyzing the "Remarks": Key Arguments and Biases

Franklin's "Remarks" are a complex mix of observations, opinions, and judgments. He touches on aspects of
Native American governance, social structures, and warfare, offering both criticisms and begrudging praise.
For example, he might acknowledge certain aspects of Native diplomacy or their military prowess, yet
often frames these within a narrative of savagery and backwardness compared to European civilization.
Key biases are evident in his generalizations about Indigenous peoples as a monolithic group, neglecting the
vast diversity of cultures and languages across North America. He frequently uses derogatory terms and
employs a paternalistic tone, showcasing a belief in the need for European guidance and "civilization" of

Native Americans. A careful reading reveals the inherent contradictions and limitations of his observations.

Chapter 3: Native American Realities: Contrasting Franklin's Portrayal with Historical Accounts

A critical analysis of Franklin's "Remarks" necessitates comparing his account with other historical sources

and perspectives. Numerous contemporary accounts from Native American perspectives, anthropological



studies, and the writings of other colonial observers provide contrasting viewpoints that reveal the
inaccuracies and limitations of Franklin's portrayals. By examining these alternative narratives, we can gain
a more comprehensive understanding of Indigenous societies and expose the biases embedded in Franklin's
work. The complexity and richness of Native American cultures are often overshadowed by Franklin's

simplistic and Eurocentric framework.

Chapter 4: The Legacy of "Remarks": Long-Term Influence on Perceptions and Policies

Franklin's writings, despite their flaws, held significant influence. His "Remarks" helped shape the
dominant colonial narrative about Native Americans, reinforcing stereotypes and justifying policies of
assimilation and dispossession. His work contributed to the prevailing image of Indigenous peoples as
"savages," legitimizing colonial actions and hindering efforts towards genuine intercultural understanding.
Examining the long-term impact of his writings on public perception and governmental policies reveals

the lasting effects of his biased observations.

Chapter 5: Modern Interpretations: Contemporary Perspectives and Responses

Today, Franklin's "Remarks" are subject to renewed scrutiny and critique. Modern scholars and Indigenous
communities alike offer critical interpretations, challenging the historical biases and problematic aspects of
his writings. This chapter examines the ongoing debate surrounding Franklin's legacy, highlighting the
importance of confronting the colonial past and fostering a more inclusive and accurate understanding of
Indigenous history and culture. These modern responses provide a crucial counterpoint to Franklin's

perspective, highlighting the ongoing struggle for Indigenous rights and recognition.

Conclusion: Synthesizing Findings and Reflecting on Enduring Relevance

Franklin's "Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America" serves as a valuable, albeit problematic,
historical document. Its analysis provides insights into the complexities of 18th-century colonial encounters
and reveals the limitations of a Eurocentric worldview. By critically examining Franklin's biases,
contrasting his observations with other historical accounts, and considering modern interpretations, we can
learn from the past and contribute to a more nuanced understanding of colonial history and its lasting
impact on Indigenous communities. This understanding is crucial for fostering respectful intercultural

dialogue and advocating for Indigenous rights and reconciliation.

FAQs:

1. Was Benjamin Franklin a racist? While we wouldn't apply modern definitions of racism directly,

Franklin's writings reveal a profound bias reflecting the prevalent racist ideologies of his time.



. What is the significance of the title "Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America"? The title

itself reflects the colonial attitude of the time, using a derogatory term to describe Indigenous peoples.

. How accurate is Franklin's portrayal of Native Americans? Franklin's portrayal is highly inaccurate

and biased, often generalizing diverse cultures and ignoring their complex social structures.

. What are some of the main biases in Franklin's "Remarks"? Franklin displays Eurocentric biases, a

paternalistic attitude, and a disregard for Indigenous sovereignty.

. What is the lasting impact of Franklin's "Remarks"? His writings contributed to negative stereotypes

and justified policies of colonization and dispossession.

. How do modern scholars and Indigenous communities view Franklin's work? They largely criticize

his biased and inaccurate portrayal of Indigenous cultures.

. What is the role of context in interpreting Franklin's "Remarks"? Understanding the historical

context is crucial for interpreting the biases embedded within his writings.

. How can we use Franklin's "Remarks" as a tool for education? It can be used to examine colonial

attitudes, discuss historical biases, and highlight the importance of diverse perspectives.

. What are some alternative sources for learning about Native American history? Primary sources
from Indigenous communities, anthropological studies, and works by historians focusing on

Indigenous perspectives are crucial alternatives.
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1. Debates on Cultural Assimilation and its Impact on Indigenous Identities: A discussion of the

complexities of cultural assimilation policies and their effects on Indigenous self-determination.
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