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This ebook provides a comprehensive guide to reading Bernard Cornwell's
acclaimed Saxon Stories series, detailing the chronological order of the
novels, exploring their historical context, and highlighting the key themes
and characters that weave through this epic saga. Understanding the correct
reading order is crucial for fully appreciating the evolving narrative,
character arcs, and the overarching historical sweep of the series. This
guide will help both new readers navigate this captivating world and seasoned
fans deepen their understanding and appreciation of Cornwell's masterful
storytelling. The significance lies in providing a structured approach to
experiencing one of the most popular and critically acclaimed historical
fiction series, ensuring a richer and more satisfying reading experience.
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Introduction: The World of Bernard Cornwell's Saxons – Setting the Stage

Bernard Cornwell's Saxon Stories, centered around the compelling figure of
Uhtred of Bebbanburg, offer a captivating journey through 9th and 10th-
century England. This period, a time of Viking raids, shifting power
dynamics, and the forging of a nation, provides a rich backdrop for



Cornwell's thrilling narratives. Understanding the historical context is
vital to appreciating the nuances of the stories, the motivations of the
characters, and the stakes of their battles. The series doesn't shy away from
depicting the brutality of the era, the clash of cultures, and the constant
struggle for survival and dominance. This introduction lays the groundwork
for understanding the world Uhtred inhabits and the conflicts that shape his
destiny.

Chapter 1: The Chronological Reading Order of the Saxon Stories

Many readers stumble upon the Saxon Stories out of order, leading to a
fragmented understanding of the narrative arc. This chapter provides the
definitive chronological reading order:

The Last Kingdom1.

The Pale Horseman2.

My Brother's Keeper3.

Sword Song4.

The Burning Land5.

Death of Kings6.

The Empty Throne7.

War Lord8.

The Saxon Stories (Series conclusion)9.

Understanding this sequence is essential. Each book builds upon the previous
one, developing Uhtred's character, his relationships, and his place in the
ever-shifting political landscape of Anglo-Saxon England. Deviating from this
order can lead to confusion and a diminished appreciation of the overall
narrative. This chapter will delve into the key events in each book,
highlighting how they contribute to the larger story.

Chapter 2: Key Characters and Their Evolution Throughout the Series

Uhtred himself is a complex and compelling character, a pagan in a
Christianizing world, a warrior torn between loyalty to his birthright and
his adopted faith and allegiances. This chapter explores the evolution of
Uhtred and other key characters such as Alfred the Great, Athelstan, and
various Viking antagonists. We will see how their relationships evolve, how
their motivations shift, and how their interactions shape the course of
history within the narrative. The chapter will also analyse supporting



characters and their impact on the main plotline, showcasing how Cornwell
develops multifaceted individuals who grow and change along with the
unfolding events.

Chapter 3: Historical Accuracy and Artistic License: Fact vs. Fiction in the
Saxon Stories

While firmly rooted in history, the Saxon Stories are works of fiction. This
chapter examines the balance between historical accuracy and artistic
license. Cornwell meticulously researches his settings, characters (many
based on real historical figures), and battles, infusing the narratives with
a strong sense of authenticity. However, he also takes liberties to create a
compelling narrative, crafting dramatic conflicts and character arcs. We will
explore specific examples of where Cornwell adheres to historical facts and
where he diverges for narrative purposes, demonstrating the blend of research
and storytelling skill that makes the series so engaging.

Chapter 4: Themes and Motifs: War, Faith, Loyalty, and Leadership

The Saxon Stories explore a range of enduring themes. War is a constant
presence, showcasing its brutality and its impact on individuals and
societies. The clash between paganism and Christianity forms a central
conflict, reflecting the religious upheavals of the era. Loyalty, both
personal and political, is constantly tested, highlighting the complexities
of alliances and betrayals in a time of great uncertainty. The theme of
leadership is examined through the lens of Alfred, Uhtred, and other powerful
figures, demonstrating the different styles and challenges of ruling in a
turbulent period.

Chapter 5: The Lasting Impact and Legacy of the Saxon Stories

This chapter will assess the lasting impact of the Saxon Stories on
historical fiction and popular culture. It will discuss the series's critical
acclaim, its wide readership, and its influence on subsequent historical
fiction works. The chapter will explore the reasons for its enduring
popularity, including Cornwell's captivating storytelling, the compelling
characters, and the rich historical backdrop.

Conclusion: Beyond the Books: Exploring Further Adventures in the World of
Uhtred

The conclusion will point readers towards further exploration of the world of
Uhtred and the historical period. It will suggest related books,
documentaries, and websites that provide additional context and information
about 9th- and 10th-century England, the Viking Age, and the reign of Alfred
the Great. It will encourage readers to further delve into the rich history
that inspired Cornwell's work.



FAQs:

Are the Saxon Stories suitable for all ages? No, due to violence and1.
mature themes. They are aimed at adult readers.

Do I need to read the books in order? Yes, for optimal understanding of2.
the plot and character development.

How historically accurate are the Saxon Stories? They blend historical3.
fact and fictional narrative.

Are the books similar to Cornwell's other series (e.g., Sharpe)? They4.
share some similarities in style but have distinct settings and themes.

What makes Uhtred such a compelling character? His complex personality,5.
moral ambiguity, and compelling journey make him relatable.

Are there maps in the books? Many editions include maps, helpful for6.
following Uhtred's journeys.

How long does it take to read the whole series? It depends on reading7.
speed but it's a substantial commitment.

Are the audiobooks worth listening to? The audiobooks are often praised8.
for their excellent narration.

Are there any spin-offs or related works? The series stands largely9.
alone, though related historical fiction might interest readers.

Related Articles:

Alfred the Great and the Making of England: An exploration of the1.
historical Alfred and his impact on England.

The Viking Age: Raids, Settlements, and the Shaping of Europe: A broader2.
look at the Viking era.

Anglo-Saxon England: Society, Culture, and Daily Life: A deeper dive3.
into the social structures of the time.

The Battles of the Saxon Stories: Historical Context and Cornwell's4.
Portrayals: An in-depth analysis of the key battles.

Paganism vs. Christianity in Anglo-Saxon England: A study of the5.
religious conflicts during the period.



Uhtred of Bebbanburg: A Character Study: A detailed exploration of6.
Uhtred's motivations and personality.

Cornwell's Writing Style and Techniques: An analysis of Cornwell's7.
narrative approach.

Comparing and Contrasting the Saxon Stories with other Historical8.
Fiction Series: A comparative study.

The Legacy of the Saxon Stories in Popular Culture: Its impact on books,9.
TV shows, and other media.
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