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Ebook Description: Bernard Cornwell's Viking Books in Order

This ebook provides a comprehensive guide to reading Bernard Cornwell's acclaimed The Saxon
Stories and The Last Kingdom series, focusing on the chronological order of the books and their
interconnected narratives. It's crucial for both seasoned fans wanting to revisit the saga in its intended
sequence and newcomers seeking the optimal reading experience. The guide clarifies the timeline,
highlights key plot points across both series, and offers insights into the historical context and
Cornwell's masterful storytelling. Understanding the correct reading order enhances the overall
appreciation of the rich tapestry of characters, battles, and historical events woven throughout these
epic historical fiction novels. This ebook is essential for anyone seeking a complete and enriching

journey through the world of Alfred the Great and Uhtred of Bebbanburg.

Ebook Title: A Reader's Guide to Bernard Cornwell's Viking

Saga

Outline:

Introduction: Introducing Bernard Cornwell and the appeal of his Viking-era novels. Brief overview of
the two series and their connection.

Chapter 1: The Saxon Stories Chronological Order: Detailed breakdown of The Saxon Stories books in
chronological order with brief plot summaries for each. Addressing any potential confusion regarding
publication order vs. chronological order.

Chapter 2: The Last Kingdom Series Order and its Relationship to The Saxon Stories: Explanation of
how The Last Kingdom series fits into the larger narrative. Identifying overlaps and divergences

between the books and the Netflix adaptation.



Chapter 3: Understanding the Historical Context: Exploration of the historical backdrop of the Anglo-
Saxon period, focusing on the key historical figures and events depicted in Cornwell’s novels. Analysis
of Cornwell's use of historical accuracy and fictionalization.

Chapter 4: Key Characters and Their Arcs: In-depth look at the most important characters, tracing their
development throughout both series, highlighting their relationships and motivations.

Chapter 5: Themes and Motifs in Cornwell's Viking Saga: Discussion of recurring themes such as
loyalty, betrayal, faith, war, and the clash of cultures present in Cornwell's writing.

Conclusion: Recap of the reading order, emphasizing the overall impact of experiencing the story

chronologically. Suggestions for further reading and exploration of Cornwell's other works.

Article: A Reader's Guide to Bernard Cornwell's Viking Saga

Introduction: Entering the World of Alfred and Uhtred

Bernard Cornwell's Saxon Stories and The Last Kingdom series have captivated readers worldwide
with their gripping tales of warfare, betrayal, and the struggle for power in 9th-century England. This
guide serves as a comprehensive roadmap to navigate this rich historical fiction landscape, ensuring
the optimal reading experience by presenting the books in their chronological order. While Cornwell's
writing stands alone, understanding the chronological sequence enhances the impact of his intricate
plot lines and character development. The intertwining narratives of Alfred the Great and Uhtred of
Bebbanburg form the backbone of these gripping novels, presenting a complex and engaging look into

a pivotal moment in English history.

Chapter 1: The Saxon Stories Chronological Order: A Warrior's Journey

The Saxon Stories series, focusing primarily on the life and reign of King Alfred, forms the cornerstone
of Cornwell's Viking saga. While the publication order might differ, the chronological order is crucial for
understanding the complete narrative arc. This order is vital for comprehending the progression of the

conflicts, the development of alliances and betrayals, and the evolution of the main characters.

The chronological order of The Saxon Stories is:



. The Last Kingdom: Although sharing a title with the TV series, this book initiates the Saxon
Stories. It introduces Uhtred, the young nobleman caught in the conflicts between the Saxons

and Vikings.

. The Pale Horseman: This book continues Uhtred's story and delves deeper into the political

machinations of the time.

. The Lords of the North: Further solidifies Uhtred's role and establishes the growing threat of the

Vikings.

. Sword Song: Uhtred faces new challenges and internal conflicts.

. The Burning Land: Intensifies the conflict and introduces significant plot developments.

. Death of Kings: A pivotal moment in the Saxon Stories, marking a turning point in the conflict.



1. The Empty Throne: Uhtred navigates complex political landscapes, exploring themes of power,

betrayal, and survival.

1. Warriors of the Storm: Uhtred confronts new enemies and continues his struggle for power and

survival.

1. The Pagan Lord: Uhtred faces difficult decisions, facing challenges to both his loyalty and his

personal life.

1. War Lord: This novel showcases Uhtred's leadership skills and his involvement in significant

battles.

1. The King's Shadow: Uhtred's relationship with Alfred deepens while the political climate remains

fraught with danger.

Chapter 2: The Last Kingdom Series and its Interplay with The Saxon Stories:

The Netflix series, The Last Kingdom, draws heavily from both The Saxon Stories and its spin-off The
Last Kingdom novels. However, it takes significant liberties with the timeline and plot points.

Understanding the book series first provides a more nuanced understanding of the TV adaptation.



While enjoyable in its own right, the series is a loose adaptation rather than a direct translation of the
novels. The novels provide deeper character development and a more comprehensive exploration of

historical events.

Chapter 3: Historical Context: A Glimpse into 9th Century England

Cornwell meticulously researches the historical context of his novels, blending real historical figures
like Alfred the Great with fictional characters like Uhtred. The Anglo-Saxon period was a time of
constant warfare between the native Saxons and invading Vikings. Understanding the political
landscape, the social structures, and the religious beliefs of the time adds another layer of appreciation
to Cornwell's storytelling. The conflicts depicted accurately reflect the tensions and struggles of the era.
While Cornwell takes liberties for narrative purposes, his research provides a solid foundation for his

compelling storytelling.

Chapter 4: Key Characters and Their Arcs: Loyalty, Betrayal, and Survival

Uhtred of Bebbanburg, the central character, embodies the conflicts of the era. His journey is one of
constant adaptation, survival, and wrestling with his loyalty to both Saxon and Viking worlds. Alfred the
Great, the revered King of Wessex, is portrayed as a complex and multifaceted figure. Other crucial
characters, both historical and fictional, play pivotal roles in shaping the saga. Studying their

relationships and motivations provides a deeper understanding of the overarching narrative.

Chapter 5: Themes and Motifs: A Tapestry of Conflict and Identity

Recurring themes throughout Cornwell's saga include loyalty versus betrayal, faith and doubt, the clash
of cultures, war and its devastating consequences, and the eternal struggle for power. These
overarching themes are woven seamlessly into the narrative, highlighting the complexities of human
nature within the turbulent historical setting. The exploration of these themes is what makes Cornwell's

writing so engaging and enduring.



Conclusion: Embarking on a Complete Journey Through Time

Reading Cornwell's Viking saga in chronological order provides a more immersive and fulfilling
experience. The interconnected narratives of the Saxon Stories and The Last Kingdom create a rich
and complex tapestry of events and characters that unfold in a compelling manner. The chronological
approach reveals the full scope of Cornwell's achievement: his ability to blend historical accuracy with
captivating storytelling. This guide serves as a pathway for readers to fully appreciate the epic saga,

offering a more satisfying and rewarding exploration of 9th-century England and its dramatic history.

FAQs:

1. What is the best order to read Bernard Cornwell's Viking books? The chronological order, as

detailed in this guide, is recommended for the best understanding of the overarching narrative.

1. Are The Saxon Stories and The Last Kingdom series connected? Yes, they are closely related,

with characters and events spanning both series.

1. How historically accurate are Cornwell's books? While fictionalized, they are based on thorough

historical research and accurately reflect the atmosphere and conflicts of the era.

1. Are the books suitable for all ages? Due to violence and mature themes, they are best suited for

adult readers.



1. How many books are in the Saxon Stories series? Currently, there are 13 books in The Saxon

Stories series.

1. Is the Netflix show The Last Kingdom faithful to the books? The show is a loose adaptation,

taking liberties with plot points and timelines.

1. Where can | buy Bernard Cornwell's books? They are available at most major booksellers, both

online and in physical stores.

1. What other books has Bernard Cornwell written? He has written numerous historical fiction

novels set in different periods and locations.

1. What is the main theme of Cornwell's Viking saga? The main themes revolve around power,

loyalty, betrayal, faith, and the clash between Saxon and Viking cultures.

Related Articles:



. Bernard Cornwell's Uhtred: A Character Study: Examining the evolution of Uhtred throughout the

series.

. Alfred the Great in Bernard Cornwell's Novels: A look at Cornwell's portrayal of the iconic king.

. The Historical Accuracy of Bernard Cornwell's Viking Saga: An in-depth analysis of the historical

backdrop.

. Comparing The Last Kingdom Book Series to the Netflix Show: A detailed comparison of both

versions.

. The Major Battles in Bernard Cornwell's Viking Saga: Focusing on the key military conflicts.

. The Religious Conflicts in Bernard Cornwell's Novels: Analyzing the role of religion in the saga.

. The Women of Bernard Cornwell's Viking Saga: Exploring the female characters and their roles.



1. The Significance of Loyalty in Bernard Cornwell's Writing: A thematic analysis of loyalty and

betrayal.

1. Recommended Reading Order for All Bernard Cornwell Novels: A guide for readers wanting to

explore his entire body of work.
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