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Topic: "Bernard Suits the Grasshopper" explores the philosophical concept of
games, specifically through the lens of Bernard Suits' influential theory of
games as "voluntary attempts to overcome unnecessary obstacles." The ebook
uses the metaphor of a grasshopper, a creature constantly seeking challenges
and overcoming obstacles in its environment, to illustrate and expand upon
Suits' framework. It delves into the implications of this theory for
understanding human behavior, motivation, and the nature of play itself. The
grasshopper, in its relentless pursuit of seemingly pointless yet inherently
rewarding activities, embodies the spirit of Suits' definition, highlighting
the intrinsic value and surprising complexity of seemingly simple acts. The
book challenges readers to reconsider their understanding of games, not just
as structured competitions, but as fundamental aspects of human experience.
Its significance lies in applying a seemingly esoteric philosophical concept
to everyday life, making it accessible and relatable. The relevance stems
from the book's potential to enrich our understanding of motivation, leisure,
and the human condition.

Ebook Title: The Grasshopper's Game: Exploring Bernard Suits' Philosophy of
Play

Outline:

Introduction: Introducing Bernard Suits' theory of games and the grasshopper
metaphor.
Chapter 1: Suits' Definition of a Game: A detailed explanation of Suits'
"prelusory activity" and its components.
Chapter 2: The Grasshopper's Trials: Applying Suits' theory to the behavior
of grasshoppers, demonstrating how their actions fit the definition of a
game.
Chapter 3: Games Beyond Competition: Exploring non-competitive games and the
role of intrinsic motivation.
Chapter 4: The Meaning of Play: Examining the psychological and societal
significance of play, using Suits' framework.
Chapter 5: Games and Human Nature: Considering the evolutionary and
developmental aspects of play and its relationship to human nature.
Conclusion: Summarizing the key arguments and implications of the grasshopper
metaphor for understanding games and human experience.



Article: The Grasshopper's Game: Exploring
Bernard Suits' Philosophy of Play

Introduction: Leaping into the Philosophy of Play

The world is full of games, from the structured competitions of chess to the
spontaneous play of children. But what, exactly, constitutes a "game"?
Philosopher Bernard Suits provided a compelling answer, defining a game as
"the voluntary attempt to overcome unnecessary obstacles." This seemingly
simple definition holds profound implications for understanding human
behavior, motivation, and the very nature of play itself. This article will
delve into Suits' theory, using the metaphor of a grasshopper – a creature
constantly seeking and overcoming challenges – to illustrate its richness and
relevance.

Chapter 1: Suits' Definition of a Game: Unveiling the Prelusory Activity

At the heart of Suits' theory lies the concept of "prelusory activity." This
is the essential structure of a game, consisting of three crucial elements:

The constitutive rules: These are the rules that define the game itself. They
create the "unnecessary obstacles" that players attempt to overcome. Without
these rules, the activity wouldn't be a game. Think of the rules of
basketball, chess, or even hide-and-seek. These rules establish the
parameters within which the game unfolds.

The lusory attitude: This is the mental state of the player, characterized by
the acceptance of the constitutive rules and the commitment to play within
their boundaries. The player is not just engaged in the activity; they are
actively engaging because of the rules. They are choosing to undertake the
challenges set by these rules. This isn’t just about following rules, but
about consciously choosing to do so within the context of the game.

The prelusory goal: This is the objective of the game, achievable only by
successfully overcoming the unnecessary obstacles imposed by the constitutive
rules. The prelusory goal is not merely an aim but a specific goal framed by
the rules. Winning a chess game, scoring a goal in soccer, or finding the
best hiding spot in hide-and-seek are examples of prelusory goals.

Suits argues that these three elements – constitutive rules, lusory attitude,
and prelusory goal – are necessary and sufficient to define a game. Without
any of them, the activity falls outside the realm of "game."

Chapter 2: The Grasshopper's Trials: A Natural Game

Consider a grasshopper. It leaps, it hops, it navigates complex environments.
It faces obstacles – leaves to jump across, predators to evade, mates to



attract. But these are not "necessary" obstacles in the sense of survival.
The grasshopper doesn't need to jump that specific leaf; it could choose
another route. It doesn't need to perform elaborate mating rituals; survival
could potentially be achieved with less effort. Yet, the grasshopper engages
in these activities with apparent enjoyment and determination.

This suggests that the grasshopper's actions fit neatly within Suits'
definition of a game. The "constitutive rules" are the physical constraints
of its environment and its own biological capabilities. The "lusory attitude"
is demonstrated by its willing engagement with these challenges. The
"prelusory goals" are the successful navigation of the obstacles, the
successful mating, the successful evasion of predators. The grasshopper is
engaging in a continual game of overcoming unnecessary obstacles—a game that,
from its perspective, seems entirely necessary for a fulfilling existence.

Chapter 3: Games Beyond Competition: The Intrinsic Value of Play

Suits' theory isn't limited to competitive games. Many games lack a clear
winner or loser. Solitaire, jigsaw puzzles, even a child building a
sandcastle, all fit within Suits' framework. The emphasis lies on the
voluntary acceptance of the rules and the enjoyment derived from the process
of overcoming the established obstacles, irrespective of whether there's a
final winner. The inherent value lies in the challenge itself, the process of
engaging with the rules, and the pleasure derived from overcoming the
“unnecessary” obstacles set by these rules.

Chapter 4: The Meaning of Play: Exploring the Significance of Games

Play, according to Suits, is more than just frivolous activity. It's a
fundamental aspect of human experience, contributing to our cognitive,
social, and emotional development. Through play, we learn to cope with
challenges, to cooperate with others, and to express our creativity. Suits'
theory provides a valuable framework for understanding the profound
significance of play in shaping our lives and societies. It enables us to
explore the fundamental link between seemingly frivolous activities and their
impact on human development and evolution.

Chapter 5: Games and Human Nature: An Evolutionary Perspective

The prevalence of play across cultures and species suggests its deep roots in
human nature. From a developmental perspective, play is crucial for learning
and socialisation. From an evolutionary perspective, engaging in activities
that test limits and encourage problem-solving might offer a significant
survival advantage, training individuals for unforeseen challenges. This idea
aligns with the idea of the grasshopper: its playful activities might help it
better navigate its complex environment, enhance its survival skills, and
even attract mates.



Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of the Grasshopper's Game

Bernard Suits’ theory, illuminated by the grasshopper's relentless pursuit of
challenges, offers a powerful lens for understanding games and their place in
human life. The grasshopper's ceaseless engagement with seemingly pointless
obstacles highlights the intrinsic value and surprising complexity of
seemingly simple actions. By understanding the elements of prelusory
activity, we can better appreciate the profound significance of play, not
just as entertainment, but as a fundamental aspect of human existence.

FAQs

What is Bernard Suits' definition of a game? Suits defines a game as a1.
voluntary attempt to overcome unnecessary obstacles.

What are the three components of prelusory activity? Constitutive rules,1.
lusory attitude, and prelusory goal.

How does the grasshopper metaphor enhance Suits' theory? It illustrates1.
the concept of games outside traditional competitive structures,
highlighting intrinsic motivation.

Are all games competitive? No, many games, such as puzzles or solitary1.
activities, are non-competitive.

What is the significance of the lusory attitude? It highlights the1.
voluntary acceptance of the rules and the commitment to play within
their constraints.

How does Suits' theory relate to human development? Play, as defined by1.
Suits, is crucial for cognitive, social, and emotional development.

What is the prelusory goal? It's the objective of the game, achievable1.



only by successfully overcoming the unnecessary obstacles.

What is the relevance of Suits' theory to everyday life? It helps us1.
understand motivation, leisure activities, and the inherent value of
play.

How does Suits’ theory consider evolution? Playful activities might have1.
provided evolutionary advantages by honing problem-solving and survival
skills.
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self-improvement through challenges.
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reward and personal growth.
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Games as Metaphors: Exploring Life Through Play: An examination of how1.
games can be used as metaphors for understanding complex life
challenges.

The Ethics of Games: Fair Play and Sportsmanship: A discussion of1.
ethical considerations within games, focusing on fairness and respect.

Game Design and Suits' Theory: Creating Engaging Experiences: An1.
exploration of how game designers can utilize Suits' principles to
create compelling and rewarding game experiences.

The Future of Play in a Digital World: An examination of how technology1.
impacts play and the potential for new forms of interactive experiences.
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