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Ebook Description: Best Rex Stout Books

This ebook explores the prolific and enduring legacy of Rex Stout, a master
of the detective fiction genre, focusing on identifying and ranking his best
works. Rex Stout's creation, Nero Wolfe, a brilliant, obese, orchid-loving
detective, and his resourceful assistant Archie Goodwin, captivated readers
for decades. This guide delves into the nuances of Stout's writing, exploring
the evolution of his characters, the sophistication of his plots, and the
enduring appeal of his mysteries. The ebook is essential reading for both
seasoned Rex Stout enthusiasts looking for a fresh perspective on their
favorite author and newcomers eager to discover the unparalleled world of
Nero Wolfe. This ranking considers factors such as plot complexity, character
development, social commentary, and lasting impact on the genre, offering a
reasoned and insightful exploration of Stout's most significant contributions
to detective fiction. The analysis provided aims to help readers navigate the
extensive Stout bibliography and discover the novels and short stories that
best represent the author’s genius.

Ebook Title: The Nero Wolfe Canon: A Definitive Ranking of Rex Stout's Best
Works

Ebook Outline:

Introduction: An overview of Rex Stout's life and literary career, the
enduring appeal of Nero Wolfe and Archie Goodwin, and the criteria used for
ranking the books.
Chapter 1: The Golden Age of Nero Wolfe: Focusing on the early novels and
short stories that established Stout's style and characters, including a
critical analysis of their impact.
Chapter 2: The Evolution of Wolfe and Goodwin: Exploring how the characters
evolved over time, analyzing their relationships and the changes in their
dynamic within the narrative.
Chapter 3: The Best of the Standalone Novels: Ranking Stout's standalone
novels, showcasing the most compelling plots and memorable characters outside
of the core series.
Chapter 4: The Top Ten Nero Wolfe Novels: A definitive ranking of Stout's
best Nero Wolfe novels, providing detailed justifications for the chosen
order.
Chapter 5: The Underrated Gems: Highlighting often-overlooked novels and
short stories that deserve greater recognition.
Chapter 6: Stout's Literary Legacy and Influence: Examining Stout's lasting
impact on crime fiction and his influence on subsequent authors.
Conclusion: Recap of the key findings and a final recommendation for readers
starting their journey into the world of Rex Stout.



The Nero Wolfe Canon: A Definitive Ranking of
Rex Stout's Best Works

(Article)

Introduction: Unlocking the Mysteries of Rex Stout

Rex Stout, a giant of the Golden Age of detective fiction, is best known for
his creation of the incomparable Nero Wolfe and his equally unforgettable
associate, Archie Goodwin. This book isn't just another bibliography; it's a
journey through the mind of a master storyteller, exploring the intricate
plots, memorable characters, and enduring themes that make Stout's work so
compelling. We will delve into the reasons behind the enduring appeal of
these stories and provide a carefully considered ranking of Rex Stout’s best
works, acknowledging the subjective nature of such a task while offering
well-supported arguments. Our ranking considers factors like plot intricacy,
character development, social commentary, and overall literary merit.

Chapter 1: The Golden Age of Nero Wolfe:
Establishing a Legacy

The early Nero Wolfe novels and short stories established a formula that
would define the series and influence the detective fiction genre for decades
to come. These early works introduced us to the sedentary, gourmand
detective, confined to his brownstone mansion and surrounded by his orchids,
and his energetic, quick-witted assistant, Archie. Stories like Fer-de-Lance
(1934), often considered the inaugural novel, perfectly encapsulate this
dynamic. The intricate plots, often involving wealthy clients and complex
schemes, showcased Stout's skill in constructing tightly woven mysteries. The
early stories also highlight the developing relationship between Wolfe and
Archie – a bond of professional respect, contrasting personalities, and
implicit loyalty that would underpin the entire series. This chapter will
analyze the stylistic choices that made these early stories instantly
successful and enduring. We’ll examine the influence of the hard-boiled
detective genre, Stout's unique voice, and the innovative aspects of his plot
structures.

Chapter 2: The Evolution of Wolfe and Goodwin: A
Dynamic Duo

As the series progressed, both Nero Wolfe and Archie Goodwin underwent subtle
but significant changes. Wolfe's character, initially more of a puzzle-
solving machine, gradually revealed more layers of his personality, allowing
us to see his vulnerability and surprising emotional depth. Archie, initially
a more naive foil to Wolfe's brilliance, matured and sharpened his
investigative skills, becoming a more indispensable partner. This chapter



will analyze this evolution, charting how their relationship deepened and
their roles within the narratives shifted over time. We will explore examples
from various novels showcasing this evolution and how the authors' own life
experience and the changing social context informed this development.

Chapter 3: The Best of the Standalone Novels: Beyond
the Brownstone

While the Nero Wolfe novels are undeniably Stout's magnum opus, he also
penned several standalone works. These novels demonstrate Stout's versatility
as a writer and offer an interesting contrast to his signature series. This
chapter will assess the merits of these less-known gems, examining their
unique plotting, characterizations, and thematic concerns. We'll delve into
the strengths and weaknesses of each, determining which stand alone best
showcases Stout’s talent outside of his signature creations. This analysis
helps to demonstrate the breadth of Stout’s talent beyond his most famous
work.

Chapter 4: The Top Ten Nero Wolfe Novels: A
Definitive Ranking

This chapter presents a definitive ranking of the top ten Nero Wolfe novels,
justifying each position based on criteria like plot complexity, character
development, social commentary, and overall impact. We'll consider the
novels' structural intricacies, the memorability of the cases and their
resolutions, and the ways in which they reflected the social and political
climate of their time. Each novel will be analyzed in detail, highlighting
its strengths and weaknesses, and placing it within the overall context of
the series. This ranking is not simply a subjective opinion; it's a carefully
reasoned argument supported by in-depth critical analysis.

Chapter 5: The Underrated Gems: Rediscovering
Forgotten Masterpieces

Many of Stout's works, despite their quality, are often overlooked by
readers. This chapter will shine a light on these underrated gems, showcasing
novels and short stories that deserve greater recognition. These often
feature unique plot twists, compelling characters beyond Wolfe and Archie,
and fascinating glimpses into Stout's versatility. We’ll discuss the critical
reception these stories have (or haven’t) received and re-evaluate them in
the context of Stout’s overall body of work.

Chapter 6: Stout's Literary Legacy and Influence: A
Lasting Impact

Rex Stout's influence on the crime fiction genre is undeniable. His creation



of Nero Wolfe and Archie Goodwin established a template for many subsequent
detective pairings, and his sophisticated plotting and sharp wit continue to
inspire writers today. This chapter explores Stout's lasting impact,
examining how his works influenced later authors and the enduring legacy of
his unique style. We will examine critical analysis of his work across the
decades and its sustained popularity among readers.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of Rex Stout

This ebook has journeyed through the captivating world of Rex Stout,
exploring the evolution of his characters, the complexity of his plots, and
the enduring appeal of his mysteries. Through this analysis we’ve hopefully
provided a deeper appreciation for the significant contributions Rex Stout
made to the crime fiction genre and offered a valuable guide to navigating
his extensive bibliography. The final recommendation will offer advice on the
best starting points for readers new to Stout's work and guidance for those
seeking to explore his less-known but equally rewarding stories.

FAQs

What makes Rex Stout's writing unique? Stout's unique blend of intricate1.
plotting, sharp wit, memorable characters, and insightful social
commentary sets him apart. His creation of Nero Wolfe and Archie Goodwin
established a unique dynamic that has influenced detective fiction for
decades.

Is this ebook suitable for both new and experienced Stout readers? Yes,1.
this ebook caters to both newcomers and seasoned Stout enthusiasts. It
provides an accessible introduction to Stout's work while also offering
in-depth analysis for experienced readers.

What criteria were used to rank the books? The ranking considers plot1.
complexity, character development, social commentary, and lasting impact
on the genre.

Are all of Stout's novels covered in the ebook? While not every single1.
story is covered in exhaustive detail, the ebook covers the most
significant and representative works, highlighting both the best-known
and the often-overlooked gems.



What is the best starting point for a new Stout reader? Fer-de-Lance is1.
often recommended as an excellent starting point, introducing the core
characters and Stout's writing style.

How does this ebook differ from other Rex Stout guides? This ebook1.
provides a definitive ranking of Stout's works, offering a reasoned and
insightful exploration based on detailed critical analysis.

What is the focus of Chapter 5, "The Underrated Gems"? This chapter1.
highlights often-overlooked novels and short stories that deserve
greater appreciation.

What is the significance of Stout's legacy? Stout's influence on crime1.
fiction is immense, shaping the genre with his unique characters and
plot structures.

Where can I find more information about Rex Stout? Numerous biographies1.
and critical analyses of Stout's work are available, both online and in
print.

Related Articles:

The Evolution of Nero Wolfe: A Character Study: This article traces the1.
development of Nero Wolfe's personality and role throughout the series.

Archie Goodwin: More Than Just Wolfe's Assistant: An exploration of1.
Archie Goodwin's character, his role in the stories, and his evolution
throughout the series.



Rex Stout's Social Commentary in the Nero Wolfe Novels: An analysis of1.
the social and political themes present in Stout's writing.

The Structure of a Rex Stout Mystery: A Deep Dive: This article analyzes1.
the typical plot structure found in Stout's novels.

Comparing Rex Stout to Other Golden Age Authors: This article compares1.
Stout's writing style and thematic concerns to those of other authors
from the Golden Age of detective fiction.

Rex Stout's Influence on Modern Crime Fiction: An exploration of how1.
Stout's work has influenced contemporary crime writers and the genre.

The Best Nero Wolfe Short Stories: A Critical Assessment: This article1.
focuses on Stout's short stories and offers a ranking of the best ones.

The Orchids of Nero Wolfe: Symbolism and Meaning: An analysis of the1.
symbolic significance of Wolfe's orchids in his stories.

Adapting Rex Stout for Film and Television: This article looks at1.
various adaptations of Stout's work to the screen, examining their
successes and failures.
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difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English …
Oct 18, 2018 · In your context, the best relates to {something}, whereas best
relates to a course of action. Plastic, wood, or metal container? What was
the best choice for this purpose? Plastic, …

adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English …



Oct 20, 2016 · Both sentences could mean the same thing, however I like you
best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used when what
one is choosing from is not …

"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"
May 25, 2022 · "Which one is the best" is obviously a question format, so it
makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This
is very good instinct, and you could …

articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language ...
Jan 2, 2016 · The word "best" is an adjective, and adjectives do not take
articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the superlative
adjective best, and because this makes …

grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English ...
May 29, 2023 · So, " It is the best ever " means it's the best of all time,
up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best up
to that point in time, and a better one may have …

Word for describing someone who always gives their best on …
Nov 1, 2020 · I’m looking for a word to describe a professional that is not
necessarily talented, but is always giving his best effort on every
assignment. The best I could come up with is diligent.

expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English …
Dec 8, 2020 · It's best that he bought it yesterday. or It's good that he
bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that what is
being approved of is not that the purchase be …

Way of / to / for - English Language Learners Stack Exchange
Jun 16, 2020 · The best way to use "the best way" is to follow it with an
infinitive. However, this is not the only way to use the phrase; "the best
way" can also be followed by of with a gerund: …

phrase usage - 'Make the best of' or 'Make the best out of.'
Jan 2, 2021 · Do all these sentences sound good? 1. Make the best of your
time. 2. Make the best of everything you have. 3.Make the best of this
opportunity.

Why does "the best of friends" mean what it means?
Nov 27, 2022 · The best of friends literally means the best of all possible
friends. So if we say it of two friends, it literally means that the
friendship is the best one possible between any two …

difference - "What was best" vs "what was the best"? - English …
Oct 18, 2018 · In your context, the best relates to {something}, whereas best
relates to a course of action. Plastic, wood, or metal container? What was
the best choice for this purpose? Plastic, …

adverbs - About "best" , "the best" , and "most" - English Language ...
Oct 20, 2016 · Both sentences could mean the same thing, however I like you



best. I like chocolate best, better than anything else can be used when what
one is choosing from is not specified I like …

"Which one is the best" vs. "which one the best is"
May 25, 2022 · "Which one is the best" is obviously a question format, so it
makes sense that " which one the best is " should be the correct form. This
is very good instinct, and you could even …

articles - "it is best" vs. "it is the best" - English Language ...
Jan 2, 2016 · The word "best" is an adjective, and adjectives do not take
articles by themselves. Because the noun car is modified by the superlative
adjective best, and because this makes the …

grammar - It was the best ever vs it is the best ever? - English ...
May 29, 2023 · So, " It is the best ever " means it's the best of all time,
up to the present. " It was the best ever " means either it was the best up
to that point in time, and a better one may have …

Word for describing someone who always gives their best on every …
Nov 1, 2020 · I’m looking for a word to describe a professional that is not
necessarily talented, but is always giving his best effort on every
assignment. The best I could come up with is diligent.

expressions - "it's best" - how should it be used? - English …
Dec 8, 2020 · It's best that he bought it yesterday. or It's good that he
bought it yesterday. 2a has a quite different meaning, implying that what is
being approved of is not that the purchase be …

Way of / to / for - English Language Learners Stack Exchange
Jun 16, 2020 · The best way to use "the best way" is to follow it with an
infinitive. However, this is not the only way to use the phrase; "the best
way" can also be followed by of with a gerund: The …

phrase usage - 'Make the best of' or 'Make the best out of.'
Jan 2, 2021 · Do all these sentences sound good? 1. Make the best of your
time. 2. Make the best of everything you have. 3.Make the best of this
opportunity.

Why does "the best of friends" mean what it means?
Nov 27, 2022 · The best of friends literally means the best of all possible
friends. So if we say it of two friends, it literally means that the
friendship is the best one possible between any two …
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