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Ebook Title: Biggs Air Force Base

Description:

This ebook delves into the rich history, significant contributions, and lasting legacy of Biggs Air
Force Base (now Biggs Army Airfield). It explores the base's role in various eras of American military
history, from its establishment during World War 1I to its evolution and eventual transition. The book
will examine the impact of the base on the surrounding El Paso, Texas community, highlighting its
economic influence, social impact, and its place in the city's identity. The narrative will incorporate
personal accounts, historical documents, and photographs to paint a vivid picture of life on and
around the base throughout its history. The ebook's relevance stems from the enduring significance
of military bases in shaping national defense, local economies, and community development.
Understanding Biggs AFB’s history offers a compelling case study of these complex interactions.

Ebook Name: Wings Over El Paso: The Story of Biggs Air Force Base

Contents Outline:

Introduction: Overview of Biggs AFB's history and significance.

Chapter 1: The Forging of a Legacy - WWII and Beyond: Establishment of the base, its role in World
War II, and its post-war missions.

Chapter 2: The Cold War Era: Biggs AFB's strategic importance during the Cold War, its
involvement in air defense, and technological advancements.

Chapter 3: The Vietnam War and Beyond: The base's contributions to the Vietnam War and
subsequent conflicts, changes in mission and personnel.

Chapter 4: Community Impact and Legacy: The socio-economic effects of the base on El Paso, the
relationship between the base and the local population, and the base's cultural imprint.

Chapter 5: Transformation and the Present Day: The base's transition from an Air Force base to an
Army airfield, its current role, and future prospects.

Conclusion: Summary of Biggs AFB's enduring impact and its place in the larger narrative of
American military history.

Article: Wings Over El Paso: The Story of Biggs Air
Force Base

Introduction: A Legacy Etched in the Skies

Biggs Air Force Base, now Biggs Army Airfield, stands as a testament to the enduring legacy of
military service and its profound impact on the city of El Paso, Texas. This article will explore the
multifaceted history of this significant installation, traversing its pivotal roles in World War II, the
Cold War, the Vietnam War, and its eventual transformation into an Army airfield. We will delve into



its contributions to national defense, its socio-economic impact on El Paso, and its lasting place in
the collective memory of the region.

Chapter 1: The Forging of a Legacy - WWII and Beyond

Biggs Field, as it was initially known, was established in 1940 amidst the growing tensions of World
War II. Rapid expansion transformed the desert landscape into a bustling hub of military activity. Its
strategic location near the Mexican border made it ideal for training pilots and maintaining aircraft.
During the war, Biggs played a critical role in training thousands of airmen, providing essential
support for the war effort. The base's post-war period saw a shift towards a more permanent
presence, solidifying its role in national defense. The base housed numerous fighter squadrons,
contributing to America's air superiority throughout the Cold War era.

Chapter 2: The Cold War Era: Guardians of the Skies

The Cold War transformed Biggs AFB into a vital component of America's air defense network. The
base's strategic position near the border with Mexico, combined with its advanced air defense
capabilities, made it a crucial element in deterring potential threats. Modernization efforts saw the
introduction of cutting-edge aircraft and technologies, further enhancing the base's defensive
capabilities. This era saw a significant expansion of the base's infrastructure and personnel,
reflecting its heightened importance in the global geopolitical landscape.

Chapter 3: The Vietnam War and Beyond: Adapting to New Challenges

Biggs AFB's involvement in the Vietnam War manifested primarily in training, maintenance, and
support roles. The base continued to play a crucial role in maintaining readiness for air operations
worldwide. The post-Vietnam era saw changes in mission priorities, with a focus on providing
support for air defense and other strategic operations. This period also witnessed improvements in
base infrastructure and technological advancements.

Chapter 4: Community Impact and Legacy: A Bond Forged in Time

Biggs AFB's impact on El Paso extended far beyond its military functions. The base provided a
significant economic boost to the city, creating numerous jobs and stimulating local businesses. The
influx of military personnel and their families enriched the cultural tapestry of El Paso, bringing
diversity and fostering a sense of community. The base's presence also led to advancements in
education and infrastructure, shaping the landscape of the city.

Chapter 5: Transformation and the Present Day: A New Chapter Begins

In 1994, the Air Force deactivated Biggs AFB. However, the base’s legacy remains strong. It's now
known as Biggs Army Airfield and plays a vital role in supporting Army aviation. The transition
reflects the evolving nature of military operations and defense strategies. The airfield continues to
contribute to the economy and community of El Paso, albeit in a different capacity. Its future
remains intertwined with the region's development and the evolving needs of the U.S. Army.



Conclusion: A Lasting Impression

Biggs Air Force Base's history is a remarkable narrative of service, sacrifice, and transformation.
From its origins as a training ground during World War II to its modern role as Biggs Army Airfield,
the base has left an indelible mark on the city of El Paso and the national defense of the United
States. Its contributions extend far beyond military operations, shaping the economy, culture, and

identity of the El Paso community. The legacy of Biggs AFB serves as a reminder of the profound
impact military bases have on both the national and local levels.

FAQs:
1. What was the primary mission of Biggs Air Force Base during World War II? Training pilots

and maintaining aircraft.

2. What was the strategic importance of Biggs AFB during the Cold War? Air defense and
deterrence.

3. What was the base's role in the Vietnam War? Primarily training, maintenance, and support.
4. When did Biggs AFB become Biggs Army Airfield? 1994.
5. What is the current mission of Biggs Army Airfield? Supporting Army aviation.

6. How did Biggs AFB impact the economy of El Paso? By providing jobs and stimulating local
businesses.

7. What is the significance of Biggs AFB's location near the Mexican border? Strategic for
defense and training.

8. Are there any museums or memorials related to Biggs AFB's history? Research local historical
societies and museums in El Paso for potential resources.

9. What are some notable units or squadrons that were stationed at Biggs AFB? Research
military archives and records to identify notable units.

Related Articles:
1. The Evolution of Military Aviation in the Southwest: Explores the broader context of Biggs AFB
within the history of military aviation in the southwestern United States.

2. The Socioeconomic Impact of Military Bases on Border Communities: A comparative study of
the influence of military installations on border towns.

3. Cold War Air Defense Strategies in the United States: A detailed examination of the U.S.'s air
defense systems during the Cold War, including Biggs AFB's role.



4. The History of Pilot Training in the U.S. Air Force: Focuses on pilot training programs, with a
section on Biggs AFB's contribution.

5. The Impact of Military Installations on Urban Development: Explores the effects of military
bases on the growth and development of surrounding cities.

6. The Transition of Military Bases in the Post-Cold War Era: Analyzes the challenges and
opportunities faced by military installations undergoing base realignment and closure (BRAC).

7. El Paso's History: A City Shaped by Military Presence: Examines the city's growth and
development in the context of its long history with military installations.

8. The Legacy of World War II Military Bases in the United States: A comprehensive overview of
the impact of WWII bases across the country.

9. Technological Advancements in Air Defense Systems: Traces the evolution of air defense
technology, including systems utilized at Biggs AFB.

Additional Resources

Biggs Army Airfield - Wikipedia
Biggs Army Airfield (IATA: BIF, ICAO: KBIF, FAA LID: BIF) (formerly Biggs Air Force Base) is a
United States Army military airbase located on the Fort Bliss military base in El Paso, Texas.

Biggs Army Airfield - Military Bases
Biggs AAF is located at Fort Bliss in El Paso, El Paso County, Texas. The airfield was previously
Biggs Air Force Base between 1947 and 1966. The U.S. Army began operations supporting ...

Biggs Army Air Field at Fort Bliss in El Paso, TX - Military Bases
Biggs Army Airfield is a United States Military airport on Fort Bliss base in El Paso, Texas built in
1916. The air field base was originally called Biggs Air Force Base from 1947 to 1966 ...

Biggs AFB - NO INFO - Strategic-Air-Command.com
Lt. Biggs was an El Paso native killed in a plane crash October 27, 1918 at Beltran, France. Between
the two World Wars, Biggs served as a refueling stop for transient aircraft, but during ...

Biggs Army Airfield, Texas - The Military Standard
Assigned to the strategic Air Command, Biggs Air Force Base would serve as home base for heavy
bombers such as the B-36 Peacemaker, the B-47 Stratojet and the B-52 Stratofortress ...

Biggs Army Airfield in El Paso, TX (Google Maps)
Nation's third longest airfield. Biggs Airfield continues to host C-5A Galaxies and other Air Force
airlift aircraft which transport personnel and equipment on rotation to Southwest Asia and other ...

Biggs Army Airfield - GlobalSecurity.org
In 1966, the Air Force moved off of Biggs and released the base for Army use. In 1973, Biggs was
reactivated as a permanent US Army Airfield, making it the largest active Army Airfield...



Biggs AFB - The Trek BBS
On February 1, Biggs Field became Biggs Air Force Base. The 47th Bomb Wing and the 544th Air
Service group moved from Lake Charles, Louisiana in October of that year.

William Beaumont General Hospital /Biggs Air Force Base
Nov 4, 2010 - It is a powerful arm of the U.S. Air Force Strategic Air Command and was first used in
March, 1916 by the U. S. Army First Aero Squadron en route to Columbus, New Mexico, ...

AirNav: KBIF - Biggs Army Airfield (Fort Bliss)
Complete aeronautical information about Biggs Army Airfield (Fort Bliss) (Fort Bliss (El Paso), TX,
USA), including location, runways, taxiways, navaids, radio frequencies, FBO information, fuel ...

Biggs Army Airfield - Wikipedia
Biggs Army Airfield (IATA: BIF, ICAO: KBIF, FAA LID: BIF) (formerly Biggs Air Force Base) is a
United States Army military airbase located ...

Biggs Army Airfield - Military Bases
Biggs AAF is located at Fort Bliss in El Paso, El Paso County, Texas. The airfield was previously
Biggs Air Force Base between ...

Biggs Army Air Field at Fort Bliss in El Paso, TX - Military Bases
Biggs Army Airfield is a United States Military airport on Fort Bliss base in El Paso, Texas built in
1916. The air field base was ...

Lt. Biggs was an El Paso native killed in a plane crash October 27, 1918 at Beltran, France. Between
the two World Wars, Biggs ...

Biggs Army Airfield, Texas - The Military Standard

Assigned to the strategic Air Command, Biggs Air Force Base would serve as home base for heavy
bombers such as the B-36 ...
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