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Ebook Description: Billboard Top 40 1987

This ebook, "Billboard Top 40 1987," offers a nostalgic journey through the
soundscape of a pivotal year in music history. 1987 witnessed a fascinating
blend of genres, from the tail end of the hair metal explosion to the
burgeoning rise of alternative rock and the continued dominance of pop icons.
This book delves into the Billboard Top 40 singles of that year, analyzing
the cultural impact of each hit, exploring the artists behind them, and
examining the broader musical trends that shaped the era. For music lovers,
pop culture enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the history of popular
music, this ebook provides an insightful and entertaining look at a defining
year in music. Its relevance lies in understanding the evolution of popular
music, recognizing the influence of 1987's sounds on subsequent decades, and
appreciating the cultural context surrounding the year's most popular songs.

Ebook Title: Echoes of '87: A Journey Through
the Billboard Top 40

Outline:

Introduction: Setting the Stage for 1987 — Musical Landscape and Cultural
Context

Chapter 1: The Reign of Pop: Examining the dominant pop acts and their hits.
Chapter 2: Hair Metal Mania: Analyzing the impact and legacy of hair metal on
the charts.

Chapter 3: The Rise of Alternative: Spotlighting the early successes of
alternative artists.

Chapter 4: R&B and Hip-Hop Influences: Exploring the crossover hits and their
significance.

Chapter 5: Behind the Hits: Production, songwriting, and the creative forces
shaping the sound of 1987.

Chapter 6: The Billboard Charts: Deconstructing the mechanics of the
Billboard Top 40 and its influence.

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of 1987's Musical Landscape.

Article: Echoes of '87: A Journey Through the
Billboard Top 40

Introduction: Setting the Stage for 1987 — Musical Landscape and Cultural
Context

1987 stands as a fascinating crossroads in music history. The vibrant energy



of the 1980s was reaching its zenith, with diverse sounds battling for
supremacy on the airwaves. Hair metal bands filled stadiums, their anthems of
excess and rebellion echoing across the nation. Simultaneously, a quieter
revolution was brewing: alternative rock artists, challenging the mainstream
with their introspective lyrics and raw sounds, began to make their mark. Pop
music continued its reign, with iconic artists delivering infectious melodies
and dance-worthy beats. The year also saw the continued influence of R&B and
the burgeoning presence of hip-hop, proving the increasingly diverse and
fluid nature of popular music. Socially, the late 80s were characterized by
the anxieties of the Cold War, the rise of consumerism, and evolving societal
attitudes towards gender and sexuality. This complex backdrop heavily
influenced the music produced and consumed during this era. Understanding
this context is crucial to appreciating the significance of the Billboard Top
40 of 1987.

Chapter 1: The Reign of Pop: Examining the Dominant Pop Acts and Their Hits

1987 saw established pop icons continuing to dominate the charts. Artists
like Whitney Houston, with her groundbreaking album "Whitney," delivered
powerhouse vocals and emotionally resonant lyrics that resonated with
millions. Similarly, ballads and upbeat pop tunes from artists like Michael
Jackson, Janet Jackson, and George Michael topped charts worldwide and
cemented their status as musical superstars. Analyzing the production
techniques, lyrical themes, and cultural impact of these artists helps to
understand the pop landscape of the era. The songs themselves — both
commercially successful and critical darlings — serve as powerful markers of
the period.

Chapter 2: Hair Metal Mania: Analyzing the Impact and Legacy of Hair Metal on
the Charts

The hair metal genre reached its peak commercial success in 1987. Bands like
Bon Jovi, Poison, and Guns N' Roses filled stadiums with their high-energy
performances and anthemic songs. Their image — big hair, flashy clothes, and
a rebellious attitude — became iconic, shaping fashion trends and youth
culture. Examining the lyrical themes of these bands, often focused on love,
rebellion, and excess, reveals a snapshot of societal attitudes toward youth
culture and freedom. Analyzing the musical innovations within the genre,
including the use of power ballads and guitar solos, provides further insight
into its impact on the music industry.

Chapter 3: The Rise of Alternative: Spotlighting the Early Successes of
Alternative Artists

While hair metal ruled the mainstream, the seeds of a new musical movement
were being sown. 1987 saw the early successes of alternative artists who
challenged the prevailing sounds of the time. While they weren’t necessarily
dominating the Billboard Top 40, their increasing presence signaled a shift
in the musical landscape. This chapter will explore the artists whose sounds
foreshadowed the alternative rock explosion of the early 1990s, examining
their unique styles and the gradual acceptance of their music into the



mainstream.

Chapter 4: R&B and Hip-Hop Influences: Exploring the Crossover Hits and Their
Significance

The influence of R&B and hip-hop on the Billboard Top 40 was undeniable in
1987. This chapter will explore how these genres impacted pop music, leading
to crossover hits that blended elements of R&B, funk, and hip-hop beats. The
examination will focus on the artists who successfully bridged these genres
and the cultural implications of this musical fusion.

Chapter 5: Behind the Hits: Production, Songwriting, and the Creative Forces
Shaping the Sound of 1987

The sound of 1987 was shaped by a constellation of producers, songwriters,
and musicians. This chapter dives behind the scenes, exploring the creative
processes that led to the creation of these chart-topping hits. It will
investigate the roles of key producers, examine the songwriting techniques,
and delve into the technological innovations that shaped the sound of the
era.

Chapter 6: The Billboard Charts: Deconstructing the Mechanics of the
Billboard Top 40 and Its Influence

The Billboard Top 40 acted as a barometer of popular taste, reflecting the
trends and preferences of the American public. This chapter will delve into
the mechanics of the Billboard charts, explaining how they were compiled and
their influence on the music industry. It will examine the impact of the
charts on artist careers and the broader cultural significance of charting
success.

Conclusion: The Lasting Legacy of 1987's Musical Landscape

1987's musical landscape serves as a microcosm of the decade's musical
evolution. The year's blend of pop, hair metal, alternative rock, and
R&B/hip-hop paved the way for future musical developments. This conclusion
synthesizes the key themes explored throughout the ebook, highlighting the
lasting legacy of 1987's music on subsequent decades and its enduring
cultural significance.

FAQs

1. What were the biggest hits of 19877 The ebook will detail the top 40
hits, highlighting the most popular and influential songs of the year.

2. What were the major musical genres popular in 19877 Pop, hair metal, and
the early stirrings of alternative rock were dominant.

3. How did 1987's music reflect the social and political climate? The ebook



explores the connection between the music and the broader socio-
political context.

4. Which artists had the biggest impact on 1987's music scene? The ebook
identifies key artists and their contributions.

5. What were the key production techniques used in 1987's music? The ebook

explores the technological advancements and production styles of the
era.

6. How did the Billboard charts influence the music industry in 19877 The
ebook examines the charts' role in shaping musical trends and commercial
success.

7. How did 1987's music influence subsequent decades? The ebook analyzes
the lasting impact of 1987's sounds on the music of later years.

8. What were some of the memorable music videos of 19877 The ebook will
touch upon significant music videos that were influential.

9. Where can I find more information about the music of 19877 The ebook
provides additional resources for further exploration.

Related Articles:

1. The Hair Metal Explosion of the 1980s: An overview of the rise and fall
of the hair metal genre.

2. The Birth of Grunge: Seattle's Underground Sound: Examines the origins
of grunge music and its impact on the 90s.

3. Whitney Houston: A Voice for a Generation: A biography of Whitney
Houston and her influence on popular music.

4. Michael Jackson's Legacy: The King of Pop's Enduring Influence: An
exploration of Michael Jackson's musical achievements.

5. The Evolution of Pop Music in the 1980s: A comprehensive overview of pop
music during the decade.

6. The Rise of Hip-Hop: From Block Parties to the Billboard Charts: The
journey of hip-hop from its origins to mainstream success.

7. The Power Ballads of the 1980s: A Soundtrack for Emotion: An analysis of
the popularity and impact of power ballads.

8. Music Video Revolution: MTV's Impact on Popular Music: An exploration of



MTV's influence on music promotion and popular culture.

9. The Billboard Charts: A History of Popular Music Measurement: An
overview of the Billboard charts and their role in shaping musical
trends.
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